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THE 

LOOKER-ON. 

N^ I. SATURDAY, MARCH 10, I79I. 



S^gam ten . levi et ramo ftRds Olma. Via 1 1 « 

And dipped ao OtiTe-brancb in holy deWf 

Which next he fynnklti-mutii, Dt y dV n. 

X AM an old man, whofc beft years have been 
employed lefs in the fervice than the furvey of my 
fellow^creatures. It has been with me as it fares 
with moft of us; the feafon of aftion was fpent in 
ipeculation, and in hufbanding up wife refolutibns 
to be executed by and by. This by-and-by is 1 
fort of phantom which feduces us on till we drop 
into old-agei and upon the firft ferious attack of 
the gout, it yanifbes^ for ever, and carries 'along 
with it all our gay projeftsand cherifhirig hopcs» 
Thus a youth of expeftation is fure to prepare a^ 
oUI-age of regret; efpecially if| under favour of 
Vqi.L B tiiefe 
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2 TH« LOOKEIL-OK. N"* t. 

thefe holiday refolutions and fpcculative atone- 
ments, we think we niay fairly contra<5b a few debts 
to virtue, and intrench a little upon our future 
flock by the rule of ailticipati<Mi,' As I never 
"went upon this calculation myfelf, and was cul<- 
pable for the moft part only on the fide of on\if* 
fion, I have, coounitted very little depredation oa 
my health of body or integrity of intelledlj and 
though advancing towards my grand clima^leric^ 
have ftill a competency of vigour about fBe,-and 
, am in a better condition than moft of my age, to 
fetch up the arrears of my youth. 

Thefe confidcrations tempt me to my prefent un- 
dertaking, as the graveft ufe I can make of this twi- 
light that remains to me ; and as it is the moft falu- 
tary kind of atonement for evil, to render It produc- 
tive of good, I confider myfelf as going the dire£teft 
way to work, in thiis turning the indolent contem- 
plations of my younger years to the account of vir- 
tue and morality* The ianie aftliranceand confo- 
lation, which, as Cicero tells us, encouraged the 
old huft)andman to plant his oak while he was 
4]roopingl!imfelf, animates me alfo in the culture 
of my little plantation^ and gives me warmth and 

alacrity 
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No«, T^t t-OOKEU-OW* J 

alacrity in my grey years. I thought it proper ia 
the firft place to announce my age to my rea4ei^ 
that they might lay their account to find fome old- 
falhioned opinions and remarks in the cout^ oJF my 
work, and to befpeafc fome excufe for thofc free-- 
doms whkh I may allow myfelf with the falr-fec 
in particular. Not that I look upon them to Hand 
lAoft in need of my correSions, but becavfel con- 
fider them as maintaining a very great infla'ente 
over our {ex in general, and as the authors in' fome 
meafure of the excellencies and depravities of our' 
focial condua. If 1 can bargain for a rittfe more 
liberty on that account, I will promlfe always' to' 
promote their interefts and empire, and to follov#" 
the example of Socrates, who was ever their fimi* 
fi-iend, and who once delivered a difcourfe at die* 
feaft of Xenophon, which fent home both bache- 
lors and married men, fome to provide themfelves 
with wives, and others to cultivate the pofTeffion 
of thofe they already enjoyed. As I have no achs 
or pains about me but fuchas arife from fynip^thj 
with the fufferings of* others, my readers will find 
in general that I have fome good-hximour in my 
old blood, and that caft of good-humour A;y*ich 
flaws from inward complacency of mind, and no^ 
B « the 
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.fume her fiibftaiice on the laweft pleafores; her 
Jealtrnfy of fudb as difcover any rea} worth, and 
growing promiie;, and above all, her uawearied 
courier of repeUtion, and the manifeft decay of her 
inventive and original powers. To repair diis lo6 
of intellectual vigour, and to remove thefe moral 
complaints, is fairly out of the reach of any medi-* 
cines of the mind, however adminifiered» I could 
wiih it were not too fenguine to hope that fom'e- 
thing might yet be done, while there is a portion of 
ftamixsa remaining, in the. way of palliation and 
diveriion. M^cines of rude operation do not 
nmcfa agree with the paticDt's haUt^ tod I fbmM 
.doubt of die fucccfs of any but thofe which z£t in 
ft flow and alterative maancty and require, to be 
adminiflered in flight and regular dofes* 

Here I think I may drop my allegory, and teil 
^y readers in plain terms, that it is my defign to 
idevofie .four Iheets of paper a week, to fuch as can 
.be amufed wiAout the fiicrificc of decency, or the 
proftitution of language^ who can be grave 
without cfas^dn, inquifttive without malice, merry 
without vi^ims ; \i4k> are interefted in whatever 
touches hiimanity, and can view with juft forrow 
the follies and iniirmities of our nature, but with^ 

out . 
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«il any contraA€4oe(s of hearty or unibcialnefs of 
feodmenL I have alwaj^ found myfelf, I don't 
know I10W9 iofenfihly drawn towards the opinioa 
of the PhiloTophical Bedhmite, wbo» being Ytfited 
by an old friend^ called him afide with a look of 
much importance, in order to difclof? to him a. 
very valuable fecret, the purport of which was, 
that the bulk of mankind were mad, and had fhut 
«p within thofi: walls all the fenlible people they 
could find* I fhall not undertake for the wbol^ 
and literal acceputton of my friend the Madman'^ 
remark : but pertiaps it might only be a. mad kind 
9C6gwrejKf which he meant no more^ than tliat^ if 
^1 thofe who are difturbed in their ii^tellc^fls were 
iadofi^. within the pale of th^t charity, the pro^ 
fefficma would be confiderably thinned, and that 
we fliould have very good elbow-room in all our 
public places ; ifoat to gf> down a country dancei 
would no killer be fatiguing; and that grafi 
enough would grow in our fquares to maintain all 
our eoach and £iddle horfes, while the afles and 
goats might foon pick up a very comfortable fub« 
fiftence on the road-fide between Charing-Cro& 
and Temple-Bar. If our Madman bad any fuch 
sieaning as this, I do not fee it in a liglit of fuch 
B 4 great 
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to TH«'Ir0ai£t1l-Olff* N^l. 

tAired me k was hi* cuftom ta play with 
between his fingers^ when the buz of any debate 
grew high around him, with his eyes fixed 
0n a little figure of Harpocrates, not badly ex* 
preiTed wpoA it, to prevent the danger of an appeal 
from ejdier party. My mother had a pious regard 
^r'thts relick, which was always one of her Htde 
fenatet^ or pocket-godsj and as it had been my 
plaything when an inlant, and conftantly cured me 
jof crying,. (he had almoft brought herfclf to con- 
fidcr It as endued W4th certain fedative properties, 
capable of calming Ae fpirits under any provoca- 
tion or difappointment. 

My father died while I was young, and left 
to my mother the fole care of my education. 
To acquit herfelf of this truft, fee Tent me to 
X)xford in the year 1740, The next ten years 
^i my life pa&d fo evenly and quietly, that 
they furnifii me with no incident, except the 
confideraUe dtminution of my mother's fortune^ 
which ardlfe from her own inattention to thefe 
matters, added to the miimanagement of hei^ 
fieward« This was foiliewhat made up to us, how- 
ewjr, by my ele£Uon to a fellowlhip of the College, 

in 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



in the jear 175 1> to uriiich my qukt inoffenfivc 
ciiafa£ker. prhicipBlly recommended mL From 
Ais time I fyetO: a great many years in the pur&iits 
^ of litersLlore and||Mofophy9 but chiefly in the oIk 
iervation of what paied around mc ; without erer 
forgetting die. rule of my fere&tbers^ to maiintain 
a rigid neucrality among my friends and neigh- 
bours, and a catholic charity towards all man- 
kind 

In this manner did forty yeais of my life fieal on^ 
rngloriouflyy .without occupationy without noifcy 
without notorfety, and with Httic variation of pulfe 
or principle* My eafe, however, was not of a 
fitMnbering or torpid kind: it was always a.fen- 
ilble plea(bre to me to fpeculate on the good of my 
^cieSy to ftudy the difpofitlons and chara£bers of 
different men> and to treafure up rules of life and 
condu6^^ in order to add to that, ftore of obferva- 
tions and maxims, which it had been the ancient 
cuftom of our family to coUedt. Circumftances 
have finc0>perluaded me to make a free offer to my 
contemporaries of dfiis whole patrimony of common 
Jenfe, accumulated and approved through many 
genecaliMs of the Olive-branch familyr The 
B d Publie 
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S2 THB LOOKBR^Ofr. .li^'U 

Public will as eafily diftinguifli betVTeen what 1 
have added myfelf, and what I have boiTowed from 
my motber's maimfcriptS) as between old Hock or 
•Canary, and die flavour of EngUfo Portj or, to 
carry the allufion more home to the OKVe^>ranches> 
•tb(?y will find in my own produce, none of that 
viTential balfamic oil, which my anceftors had the 
ttrtof exprejGing and bottling for prefer vation ; and 
. where I make an attempt to mix them togetheir, 
they will think of thofe lines of Dryden's on the 
poor Poet Laureate : 

** Butfo traosfusM ts oil and wster flow, 

** Theiri always floats above«-thiDcfioks below/' ^ 

But to go on with my hiftory— when I had ao- 
tained to the age of forty-five, my mother, '^o 
loved tranquillity, but not inoccupation, pcHuadcd 
me to enter into holy orders ^ and in tep years 
afterwards (he was able to purchafe the living I at 
prefent enjoy in Northamptonlhire, where I have 
now fpent fix years of my life with my ufital 
ferenity, and in pcrfeft good underflanding with 
all my parifhioners, young and old. It is a ^rei(t 
happinefs to me, to have my mother ftill with me, 
and in good general health, abating fome necefTafy 
infirmities \ a circuniflance I attribute to her even 

oeconomy> 
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csconomj) and hereditary compofure of fpirits, 
which have kept the ftream of life from exhaufting 
JtCelf in floods and torrents. To thisimooth turn 
of charaAer I do alfo attribute the great age to 
which mod of my anceftors have arrived. Inever 
fhall forget one of my great-grand&tber's letcea 
on the death of his youngeft brother, who was cut 
oiFat the age of feventy-one, wherein, after calling* 
*him a giddy young ftlbw, he tells us that he met 
his death in the aA of pulling on a tight pair of 
boots after eating a bafon of broth with Cayenne 
pepper. It has ever fince been looked upon in ou,r 
family as an unpardonable debauch, to fwallow 
any thing that can wk the finalleft combuftioQ 
within us. 



N® 2. TUESDAY^ MARCH I3. 



^& Oki imen^m.''^^' It finelU of oxt.** 

JljEFORE I proceed in. this my undertaking* 
I think it neceflary to give a hint refpefting it to 
my worthy contemporaries. As my mother and 
inyfejf are tb« laft of the Olive-branch family, 

and 
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and as it is one of our berteditary fiatutes (to 
which we always pay implicit obedience} to let 
none of our manufcripts ftray into other hands, 
I hope to be encouraged to prc^cute a plan, which, 
if purfaed for any length of time, wili put t»y 
countrymen in pofleffion of this valuable ftock of 
anceftorial wifdom before we take our leave of 
them, without any breach of our family inftitutes, 
which are as folemn as thofe of die Medes and 
Perfian9* The fruits alio of the quiet and im- 
partial obfervation of what hath paffed m'ound me 
Aefe five and forty years,may be of fome importance 
to them; and as that complacent turn of thought 
and mcH^ity, peculiar to our race, will perifti 
wifli me, I wifh to perfuade the public to make 
the moft of me while they have me, and to follow 
the example of the philofopher Thales^ who^ 
fbrefeeing a future dearth- of OHveSy bought up 
all he could find, on a prudent fpeculation, to 
cmvince the world that he knew how ta be rich 
if he cbofe it* Should I meet with this good 
difpdition in tlie public towards^ me, I engage, on 
my part, to ri^nder thefe my lucubrations as various 
and amufing as poffible ; and as an £ngli{hman is 
a fickle being, and in the fpace of <me week will 

U 
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K<3 1. THl IraO&SR-^N. 15 

be fiiU ci whtm> vrky wioe^ fattre^ fentiment^ and 
formw^y which fucceed each odier like i^e firming 
€Otfrfe» of turnipsy barley, doirer, wheat, Ihe one 
outing preporattMi for the other, I flnll take 
pains to fiitt this (Kverfity of cbarafbr as much as 
can confift with the dilcrecion and decency which 
are to run uniformlj through the whole. I ihaB 
procure aUb, on the bme account, the Tery beft 
bafometer that can be made> in order to confolt 
die date and inrfluence of the weadier in tfii^ 
precarious climate ', having enough to contend 
with, without entering into a conteft with the 
elements. For I could wiflx riiat fiich of my 
papers as are of a gay and fprightly turn, fhould 
not have to combat with chronic pains and a 
cloudy atnurfphere, and that my recommendation - 
of rural pleafurcs fhould not fall on the rainiefl 
day of Ae year, f would be cautious, too, of 
dwelling too much on domeftic occupations, when 
all the world are invited abroad by the lalubrity 
and cheerfulnefs of the weather; 

*« And young and old come forth to play, 
" On a fanibine holiday.'* 

This complaifance will be fufficiently rewarded, 
i/ it gain me the appellation of a polite writ*^. 

I would 
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I would fain be filix Olha^ and not filth Oleafter 
amaris \ which phrafes, I beg fuch of my readers as 
have been at fchool, to tranflate to their mothers, 
aunts and wives, that the Ladies in particular may 
know what they liave to.expe£t from me 5 for my 
natural complacency of temper has always infpired 
.me with a peculiar regard to the fofter fex. I 
promife not to handle them more roughly than 
their old friend Mr. Ironflde, or the gentle and 
courtly S.peftatpr. When I venture on the fub- 
je<a of their failings, it is not by violence, but by 
reiterated endeavours, that I ihall expef^ to carry 
my point ; and where it is my fate to encounter a 
flinty bofom, I /hall cherifli a hope; that the 
unwearied train of my admonitions may at length 
leave fome track or teftige, like the foot-path 
which Pliny tells us is fometimes worn on the 
hardeil ftones, by the conftant paflage of the 
little pifmires with their ftores and merchandife. 

If any choleric fpirits, or gentlemen whofe ho- 
nefty is fwallowed up in their honour, or green 
gameftersjor knights of induftry, or loofe-ftocking 
heroes, imagine themfelves reflefted upon in the 
courfc of the work, the only revenge they can have 
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of oieisill be. fioTpeak in praife of my fpeculations $ 
for as jto.fighlung> I tell them agaii^ I am a very 
peaceful many-^and Will not, if I can help it, meet 
th^ either in this wprld or in the next. I declare, 
alfo, as plainly^ that I write only to thofe in whofe 
breafts there is fome portion of native Englifh 
wortly. however modified or obfcjured. Some 
original. fiuff there muft be of fiauhch and ftaple 
quality, or noticing can be done eiFe&ually in the 
way of embelliihn^nt 

I giye tip all pretenfions to.pleaie minds without 
xeli^XH fenfe^ or fenfibility, for to fuch there is no 
accefs J, and before any young gentleman, returned 
from his Italiantour, take my. paper into his hand, 
I fhould wi{h him to have refided a year with his 
friends in die country, to have worn out his iilkcoat, 
and to have recovered a little of our tran^ntane prin- 
ciples, and the ruftic probity of his rude forefathcrsi 
But, however frequently I ihall appeal to religion 
and morality for the fupport of my obfervations, I 
ihall allow myfelf a reafonable ufe of ridicule and 
iatire, fofcening them as much as pofiible with all 
the urbanity that can enter into their compoiition : 
for as the fbarpeft vinegar is n^ade from the 

iweetefl: 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



l8 THE LOOKXR^OV*. N^2i. 

fweetefi wines, fo that raillery h thekeeneft, which 
flows from good*hainour and complacencyv 

On this fubj6£l it miy be neceflary to add sT 
caution to fome of our London fparks^ againft 
fuppofing that they can elade the obfervation of a 
country Paribn artiidft the prefe of ^lly and 
^fhion; for I afllire them that I have corre<^ 
ii>ondents who fend me the moft fecret accounts 
of their hiftories and chara£leFS* It is well knd.wfi 
to my correfpondent, myfelf, and his mother, that 
die haughty Appius dots not know hia o^A father % 
and if the gallant Cl^diut cannot write a gnm^ 
inatical fentence^ it is a circumftance whkk I wm 
spprifed of a$ well as hia miftreft. 

I confider it as one of the ievereft conditions of 
ibis my undertaking, that I muft counterad ia 
majiyinftances the natural complacency of my tem-» 
per, which leads me to be tender towitfds ail man* 
kind, and to qualify rather than expofe their failings 
and their vices. A pufiUanimous attack would only 
fcrve to provoke the courage of the enemy, by be* 
traying a diffidence of the ftrength of my caufe. I 
have therefore thoroughly made up my mind to pur- 

fue 
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foe Ibllj and ik^ravity into all their entrenchments^ 
to fellow them from the gaming-hcNrfe to -the 
palace, and keep up with^ them in their currides 
jLod -phaetons. 

I iball ccxifider nothing a$ £icred, but Virtue, 
Povertjr, and Misfortune. No £icrifice will be 
■made to the mode, but where Ae mode has 
laierificed to nature and to reafon ;- on the contrary^ 
frequent attempts will be made to refcue many 
. pbfobte ufages of our anceftors, whichhad utility 
and good fenfe on their fide^ firom periflitng in the 
t}iimp with, ioog eurkd pOYiwigst) pUg dogsy and 
bodyrcoadiiiien. F^ur the neceffitfy infi^rmation 
in the proiecuti^ of tUa plan, I truft to At 
^fidelity and exertions of my conefpondents in 
town, who have promifed me their beft endeavoura 
towards, t^ie fupply of fuch fzSts as will . feive to 
ground my reflexions upon* I feel indeed already 
all the weight of my undertaking ; but am ani^ 
.mated by the perfuafxon that fame of the moft 
intelligent of my countrymen or countrywomen 
■ wil now and then give me a holiday, by a {e3^ 
iboable contfibutiom 

The 
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The firft check my courage received was in the 
very threflidld of my work : I was not able, with 
all my pains to difcover a name for it, in the 
whole compafs of the Englifh language, that could 
meet the approbation of any three of my friends. 
Some were too fliort, fome were too long, fome 
were too high, fome were too low ; fome they did 
not like, they did not know why; they liked 
another better, they did not know what : in fome 
there was nothing, in others there was a fort of 
fomething. My mother liked the Rover : but my 
curate's wife had loft a fpaniel of that name. The 
Prophet, the Trumpet^ and Budget, wese too 
fiill of preteniionw Telefcope was too techoical, 
Ordinary was too common-place^ and Salmagunda 
would not be pretty in the mouth. The Old Ba- 
cl^elor was thought to be too taxable a ihape to 
appear in. I was inclined, for fome time, to Break- 
fail ; but it occurred to me, that the faihionable 
world have no ftomach for this meal. For a fort- 
night I pleafed myfelf with Bubble and Squeak ; 
but this, it appeared to fome of my wary friends, 
would create a fufpicion of its originality* I was 
a fimple By-ftander for fome days, and very com* 
fortable I was j till being puflied out of my place 
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by a low fcribbkr, who cbitped it as his own, 
I contented myfelf with being a Looker-on, in 
one as remote from it as polfible. 

My thoughts have been fo much occupied about 
die matter of my Papers, ever fince I determined 
finally on the name, that it is ta be fuppoicd I 
have had fome dreams concerning them. One 
particularly has left fuch conne£bd impreffions on 
my memory, that I dUinot forbear communicating 
it Some peribns, I know, are fond of coUe&ing " 
thefe pranks and vagaries of thought ; for my part, 
I confider them as the mere paftime of the foul-— 
die frolicks and gambols of a high mettled-horie, 
juftloofedfrom the flavery of his collar, and turned 
out amidft the gay herbage of a green meadoW* ' * ' 

I happened to fit up, the night before laft, 
rather later than ufual;' and, as my mother had 
retired to her pillow, I feated myfelf in her great 
chair, oppofite a briflc fire, thinking ovfer various 
fubjefts for my future fpeculations ; when, 'as was 
natural, I fell afleep, and had the following vifiont 
There appeared before me an immenfe gallery, 
t^e fides of which were entirely filled up "with 

books : 
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books : mcthought the n>om was capable of con- 
faining every book of the leaft note m the 
Englifh language. At the farther extremity was 
a beautiful arch, built up with the works of dif- 
ferexlt authors^ and which I concluded to be the 
noft confuIej^Ue) as I obferved the key*ftone 
wals reprefent«d by the Bible itfelf. In the middle 
of the room, there wns^n wmSL Piyi;sunid of ther 
iame materials, whichl had notleifm-e to examine 
thoroughly; I remember only ^ hav.e feen near 
ibc bottom fome of our b^ ^»dabM:s ia Atgebnt 
wd the Mathematics* 

What furprlfed me moft intht (bene before me, 
^9S £tit great diftraiftion of ligbt^s that prevftSed 
every where 4 fome whole, compartments ware 
perfedlly illuminated, while others were in total 
obfcurity. In the critic's corner there y^s a 
broken frittered light ; and I could not but obfeTr^ 
it to be the coldeft part of the room* In Cbe 
philofopbtc^ divifioa it was curious enough t^ 
mark the gradation : the works of Roger .3aicOii 
"were wrapt in a grey fombre kind of light, which 
greiv; ftronger and ftronger, till it blazed out at 
fte otherijKxtremity where fiood the volumes of 

Boyle, 
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Boyk, Ne5|rto|),.aiKit-L<8^k^ Ia the <iivl(ion fet 
apart for Polemic writers, d)ei% was. a fullen 
jprt of light with little or no radiance, fotnething 
iike the fan feen liir^High a darkening Aiedium : 
as I pafied bf tfai$ cd^npartment, however, I felt 
^e fulTocating heat of' a glafs^^houfe. . In the 
Foet'sraage^ there was -a prodigious glare, like 
(he t{k& of cryitatei it was particulariy dazzling 
about the wits of eur own time.; but gi'ew chafler, 
aj^ purer,- as t caft my eyes back'tofwards thie 
earlier writers. I ' would fain jiave fatisfied my 
^tmriofity a Mtde forther ; feutfudderiya iriurmur of 
people talking diverted my attention^' I obfcrvtd 
a ftately pcrfoBi whom 4 knew to be Alfrtfid'the 
Oreat^ not by the aflM^nce of x>ar htftorical 
^igraTerS|l>ut by certain afibcialtons in my: own 
mind. He marched up in a very dignified manner, 
to a large table, by the fide of which there was a 
coftly urn, decorated with hieroglyphical figures* 
^ome attendants followed, and flood around him, 
as if to watt his commands, while he was feated 
iqpona throne of fon^ folio volumes magni^ently 
bound, Whith I guefied>tQ be. the Cycbpediai 
2 vm fbUck with awe at his impofihg appearance^ 
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and ihrunk behind a. huge A|la5>. peeping over it 
to fee the ceremony. 

A very great pile of books was prefently kid 
upon the table -, by whichi I Hghtly conje&ured^ that 
this firft patrpnof En^ifh literature was about to 
enter on an inquifition of all the works which had 
appeared fince his' time. My curiofity was greauily 
inflamed, when I perceived that the objed of this 
day's examination was the periodical works) and 
that, upon his taking up the top .of the :urn, diere 
blazed out a. clear bluiih flame. I was amazed 
to fee him throw the four volumes of the Tatler 
into the urn; and more fo,' when I obferved 
enoughs only to compofe three and a balf come 
put again. After a litde thought however on this 
phaenomenon, it occurred to me, that this tnpft be 
a purifying flame, which confumed only what ww 
idle or immoral in the works Icommitted to it. 

V ery few of the periodical effays loft any thing 
on the account of immorality; but the want of 
iwi^nality, ftrength, or elegance, futik a good 
deal in moft of them. Ungramitetical fentence^, 
jrepetitions, and falfe wit, fuppljed plenty ofnou- 
J^, riihment 
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rtfhment to the fiame ; aiid aU our hite pr6du£Hon^ 
faflfered much on this fcore. When the Rambler 
vhs throWn in^ there was a terrible . cracUiiig 
lioifej not a fentenee however feemed to have 
been confumed, though many of them had loft 
a founding word or two* A multitude of othef 
productions of thie fame denomination went through 
the fame ordeal. Some very voluminous efTays were 
reduced to fingle duodecimos ; fome^ from plump 
o£bv05, came out fixpenny pamphlets ; of fonie 
there only furvived a paper or two i of many the^ 
remained only their mottos ; and fome perilhed 
dltogethen In the Spedator alone I could pef • 
ceive no diminution of fi^et it Came out with 
only the Igfs of its outfide covers, which, happening 
to be of fheep-lkin, were perhaps facjificed as too 
ordinary for a work of fuch' metit Its ut^b'anity 
of criticifitij its elegance of morality, its playfulnefe 
/bf allufion, and that humorous arrangement of 
words, which a breath might almoft difcompolc, 
came out whole and untouched as tJic albeftos ; 
and I determined tO have a new bindirtg for the fet 
which I have in my book-cafe, the momentrrcturned 
home* At this iiiftant a prodigious pile of News- 
papers and Magazines was thrown into the upi^ 
• Vol. I. C which 
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whichTuddenly emitted fuch a fierce- flame, accom- 
panied with fo black a fmoke, that I imagined 
niyfelf on the point of being burned or fuffocated, 
'an4 could not for a long time fee my band 

•■ «;i 1. " ' 

„befgrc, me. . . , 

As foon as the room was a little cleared^ I 
perceived walking towards the table a grave Old 
Man, who refembled exaftly the port/ait of my 
great-grandfather, the legiflator of our family ; 
and I thought I difcovered in one hand the Fitft 
i^umher of my Work, and his jEavouritc tobacco- 
ftqpper faft clenched in the other : he feemed to 
4eliver it to. the Judge, who threw it into the 
inquifitorial flame. At that moment my appre- 
henfibns for the fate of my dear infant were fo 
great, thafe^ 1 iiwoke in the flruggle, and was 
furprifed to find myfelf in a crouching attitude, 
behind the back of my great chair; which I never 
fee, .without thinking of my old friend the Atlas : 
and even the tea-urn has never fince made its 
'appearance, without calling up a vifible fuffufioo 
in my cheeks. .... 
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N°J. SATURDAY, MAUCH 1 7. 

IlK/cA* MMUi yitrm ^99 rttyaBoffHy* oyit«f* Hsti09« 

<^ It Is hard to fay. which is . the greater, the ipconyemcjice of i 

'< bad neighbour, or die advantage of a good 6ne.** ' 

_ L__ 1 . "• ' > •■ 

W E are toU, that Themiftoclcs^haviitg a fanx» 
to difpofe of, took particular care to make it knowx^ 
that it had the advantage of a good neighbour ( 
caaildering this as a circumftance . that would 
greatly recommend, it I am fo ftrongly of thi$ 
opinion myfelf,. that I regard it as- the moft fortu* 
nate occurrence of my life, that I am furrounded 
by a worthy fet of pariihioners, who all ftudy tC| 
make my refidence among them the moft agreeable 
in the world- It is true, indeed, I had the advan^- 
tage of fucceeding to a Redtor, who was not of th$ 
Came contented turn, and was more frequently at 
ilTue with his brethren on a point of law, than a. 
point of doctrine. My placid temper was no 
fooner difcovered, than it gjuned me the hearts of 
mqft of my flock ; and I obferve thatthis ifriendly^ 
difpofition towards me is hourly improving in thcm> 
as they find that they, can reckon upon a coo- 
C 2 tinuante 
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tinuance of this content and tranquiUity on my 
part. 

I haveoften thought that a finall augmentation of 
kithes is dearly purchai^d by the iacriiice of this 
iin^tg l cordiality and confidence* T'here is (bme* 
thing in the confcioufnefe that otiiers ihare 0}fr 
joys and enter into our feelings, and that our health 
and happinefs are a real concern to our neighbours, 
fvfaich cherifhes the foiil and feems to dilate its 
capacities : I glow with fatisfkAion, when, aftei^ 
fome days confinement, i {^ fincere congratulate 
dons in Ae looks of every one I meet: methinks 
at that moment I love myfclf the more for their 
. ikkes ; and the delight of my honeft pasifliioners ia 
multiplied into my own* 

Since I have been fettled here^ we have been 
gradually forming ourfelves into a fociety that 
has fomething novel in its principle and con-* 
ftitution* Our number is fixteen, and includes- 
many of the principal gentleman in tlie neigh- 
bourhood. We have a difcipline among us,* 
ihp ohjeSt of which js, to promote the ends of 
company and convetfation^ by maintaining the moft 

perfeik 
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peri«aotder»bbrietf^aM|»iBbe« My^metbdia*. 
noatj zid knovm haliits of canqdaoeUcy, htm 
xiufed me^ though wsdi iboie leliiaaoee on my 
fart^ to the place of fMrpetiud Pr^fideiiU 

The fundamental article of out ei$nftitutioH> it 
Ae j^ohibkioil of every Q>eciei of noife i for, ai 
lohfjU thill ifrtMiadfiUe)il?cdiiiikoui:tivesouto^ 
Al danger ^ ^utfrdling, from which a degro^ of 
Mifefe i^tlgjpMhWi and Aottgh iKmfoife 16 not 
ftattoteMe ami^iig na^ yet wt itt« not ateid ^ IH 
jf^ng ta My gf«lt leftgdts tUtder the evident diftd^ 
tatitages ^ord»r ted tiraliqtiilHty. iTheie iit 
turtaiA fenrtty lA filenee^ wbich Will dften cfaetk 
Ae cMrfe of m i4le ai-guMent^ li^en oppoTttiM 
ftnd ridiail« i^ (^t^by^d in vain. 1 remember 
hearing a pletiit^ic yciung man run on wl& ftirpri^ 
fing volubility for an hour and a half, by the help 
only of two ideas, during the violence of a debate ; 
till 'a fiidden paufe ih ^ reft of the'eoit^jSuiy 
proved dealjy that he was talking akmta matter' 
which b#re no relation to the point in dilute* Thef 
3tf3tentidn of ^he compsaty being now wholly turned 
towards bim^he began io tolfor unddr lhe,maA (d 
caiifU&on bQ had fo long been aecumuliiCiilg ; vriieit 
C 3 with 
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with one fpring he cleared the prefe,nt diiftculty,. 
and leaped from Seringapatatn into the Miniftec 's 
Budget: here, however) being nearly imothered, 
he made a violent effort i andbefore we cculd turn 
about to aflift him, he was up to his neck in tar- 
water. He was, twice, after this, in danger of 
being loft in thefquthern ocean; but an Africaa 
fiave-veflel took him up each time, and landed, 
him, fome how or other, at Nootka S.ound. If I 
remember right, he held out till the fiege of 
Oczakow> where he was put out of his mifery by a 
fummons from Tartary to the tea-table.— Thus 
^ great deal of precious time i$ hulbanded by thi« 
ruleof (lent attention among the members of our 
fodety; and many an idle.fp^ech &lls to tho 
ground ere it can get three fentence$ forwards, and 
is ftrangled.ltkfi a Turkiih- criminal by dumb exe-^ 
cutioners. 

Any elevation of voice abovca certadn pitch is 
highly illegal, and puniihable accordingly; and 
to afcertain this proportion as duly as poffible, we 
>avc taken a room for our purpofe, in which there 
k a very diftind echo, which muft not be roufed 
from its dormant ftate, under very heavy penalties* 

Any 
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Any man provolcing it to repeat his laft word, is* 
judged to be defeated in the argument he is main- 
taining, and the difpute muft be abandoned alto- 
gether ; the echo pronounces his fentence, from 
which there is no appeal. The abufe of fuperlatives 
is alfo cognizable among us 5 and no man is 
allowed to fay, that his houfe is the pleafanteft in 
tlie neighbtourhood, that his dogs run the beft, or * 
that his crops are the moft plentiful. Whatever 
carries the notion of a challenge with it, or can 
lead to a wager, we are pledged to difcountenance, * 
We admit neither toafting nor finglng ujjon any 
pretext ; and it would be as great an offence to 
raife a horfe-laugh in a Quaker's meeting, as to 
encourage any rude cxpreffion of joy among us. 
An ancient gentleman, lately admitted, was bound 
over laft Saturday, for an eulogy upon old Mr. 
Sh^ly's freih countenance, and a hint at hh- 
niaid Kitty's corpulency, accompanied with a 
wink to Mr. Barnaby the churchwarden. 

Wc admit no betts upon any queftion what- 
ever ; and gaming is profcribed by the moft folemn 
* inhibitions. The merits of our neighbours is a 
topic we are forbid to defcant upon s auid it was a 
C 4 queftion 
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queftion at our laft meeting but one, whether th© 
mention of Mr* Cour^ly's carbuncle was not un- 
conftitutional. As we arc; all old fellows, and 
have pretty well lived over the petulance and hey^ 
day of paffion, thei^ reftraints bear leis hard upon 
us, and forfeits become every day lefs frequent 
among us ^ infomuch that we are likely foon to be 
forced upon (bme regular contributions, in place 
of the fines from which we have hitherto drawn 
<mr fupport, I am in hopes we fliall at laft hpng 
our plan to that ftate of perfe£Uon) tbsU a breach of 
any ftatute wHl ftand upoa our records as a re« 
sparkabte occurrence. 

The firft vifit of a new member is a ipe^a^ 
diverting enough, and it is generally a full half* 
year beibre we can 0)ape him and dip him to our 
ftandard. It is now about three years ftnce ^Squire 
Qlunt bought a large eftate in our neighbourhood, 
and, during the firft twelve months, we heard of 
nothing but this gentleman's quarrels and litiga-< 
tions. As I fometimes walk in his chefiiut groves 
to meditate upon matter for the entertainment of 
my worthy readers,,! have been twice profecuted for 
a trefpal^s and for breaking down his palmgs ia 
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purfuit oJF gaitie; ^, h^enlng Mtfkyid iakk 
a tdefcope otit i^frtti ititj I itTa ttirMtn^d ^th a 
profectltion fear carfyiitg » gtih on fds tnthdr. 

As h is' looked u)K>i^ z^ (dtAefidtioiif tit bd ti 
our focietjr, difc rotr^ geiitleman w^te ftfAIcnly 
fehSed #ith ftniinaccoatita^k iiidination to become 
^ mertibet ; ihi ft iti^ afl:6AiAing tO' every body, 
that after being well apprifed of the iftcoflvdnience 
and rigour of our inftitution, and his own inabi- 
lity to perform the etigagem^itt^ o/ ft, his ambidon 
feemed rto 'O^ife difcottraged, ttrii h*' ftill petfifted 
in hii defign of propofing Mmlelf. As w^ h2^6 
a certain term of pTobatio/t, v^d I'^f cly fefufc to any 
body abovd the age of fifty (\Vluch i$ the age of 
hdrfiifBon), the favour of a triak- Th6 fbllovlrtAg 
is a lift of Mr. BItmt'9 brhiti iir fhe black book. 

ift day — Ertdufedhi^ oWnfilenCe fo l6ng, lHathe 
fell aflteep. On b^ing awakened at the hour 
of feparation, fwore ar great oath, and paid a 
guiftca. 

id day.^i.Had three flrflliftgslvorth offaperlatlves^ 
and a fixpeAny wbiftte j bcfidcs paying a crown 
to the echo; 

Cs 3d 
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3d daj-^Offered to lay a bottle that he iivould. 
eat two hundred o3rften^ and paid five (hil- 
lings :«-«went to fleep for the reft of the 
evening. 

5th d^«>n.->CaUed for a fong>and paid a flxUUng 
inftead ^ nine ihillings and fbcpence for dif- 
... turbingthe echo; paid thirty fhillings and 
fix-pence for contumacy, and fwore himfelf 
to Coventry. 

^ Here there was an interval of fotpe months^ du- 
ring which our novice abfented himfelfL We were 
furprifed, however, one day, with his company, 
after wq had given him up as irreclain^able. He 
ippeared indeed to bring with him a difpofltion 
greatly correded^ and a£lually incurred only two 
forfeits the whole evening ; namdy, for burfting 
into a horfe-laugh on Mr. Sidebottom's miiEng 
his chair, and giving Mr. Barnaby a -flap on the 
ba9k that raifed the echo, and a violent fit of 
coughing* Since this time he has been twice oflT 
and on, but has at laft fo far accommodated him* 
lelf to the conditions of the Society, as to be 
counted a valuable member. Haying made a great 
progrefs in the fcience of felf-cgrre^tion, his imder- 

ftanding 
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ftanding has obtained its proper poife ;^ his re^fon 
has had room to exert itfelf, and has given life 
and energy to a pis^s of. much good meaning, that 
lay buried at the bottom pf his mind. 

- The £mie of this mighty cureliadi brought us 
a great accumulation of credit and powers and it. 
hath a£hially been in fpeculation among the free- 
holders and other voters in the county, to e\e£t 
their reprefentatives in future from our Society: a 
rule that would enfure to them men of ripe under- 
fiandings, and regular habits* We are fubje£t: (as 
every good inftitutbn is) to ridicule from without: 
the young gentlemen arc very pleaf^nt upon us; 
and we pafs under a variety of names among them, 
as, the Automatons, the Quietifts, the Meeting, 
the Dummies, the Whig Club, the Rough Riders* 
Company, the Bearded Magdalens, the Grey 
Friars, the Court of Death, and the Houfe of 
Correftion. Such as have not quite turned the 
corner of fifty, and want a few months of being 
eligible, are very fever e upon our .age, call us the 
Antediluvians, and talk much of an Oppofition 
Club of Young Fellows. While we have daily 
proofs, however, of the good effefts of our in- 
C 6 ftitution. 
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ftitutkui) wtt are indiffecent to attacks of every 
kind. We have the fenfible pleafure of finding 
that the operation of our fyftem is ^reading; our 
married men return with ibber fpirtts to their 
homes and hearths, and adopt, in part, our peaceful 
regulations into the bofom of their families ; and it 
is not uncommon to lee one of our old bachelors 
preferred by the ladies to beaux of five-and- 
twcntjv 

But tfa^ advantages refuking from thefe our in* 
ilitutlons, are not merely of a moral kind : topics 
of li^terature and criticiim come frequently under 
our confideratidn, which will neceflarily flourifli 
under circumftances of peace and good order ; and^ 
as atoiltr meetings (which happeh weekly), papers 
and communications on various fabje£b are read 
to us, I promife my readers to prefent them from 
time to time with fuch fpecimens as I diink may 
amufe them. 

On points of religion and politics, it is but rare 
that we allow ourfelves to expatiate : Religion 
being throughout a conneded and analogous fyf- 
tem, is never fcih-ly viewed but when we take 
4 in 
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in the wfiole, and iherefbre can never properly 
become die objeil of broken and deiuhory coti» 
veriation: Polices being a queftkm that pro^ 
' duce^ much heat, and little fatisfa£Uon, where 
obli^uily of view» and dttni£Kons of intcreft are 
fore to ftlfify the balance of our minds, we have 
almoft entirely profcribed it 5 and,' if it be by ac- 
cident introduced, it is prcfently condemned by 
the fpiritual cenfures of the inMible Echa Yet| 
although we think diefe matters too delicate and 
dangerous to be treated of in an argument, we 
often hear them touched upon in papers which are 
the lucubrations of fuch of our members as have 
leifore to commit their thoughts to writing : and, 
iince very agreeable prefents of this kind are fome- 
times made to us, I fli^l beg my reader** accept-* 
ance of fuch as I think will be moft to his purpole. 

But although we place great dependance on the 
efficacy of this regimen of tranquillity and order, 
for the cure of a great many complaints in our 
focial fyftcm, yet tiiere are fome which we are 
obliged to abandon to feverer modes of diaftife-^ 
ment. 

Not 
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> Not to undertake above our ability, we exclude 
a ceirtaiii defoiptiwi of cbaraftere from the privi- 
lege of a trial. 

** . • 

•-.NAn. avowe4 party-man is utterly inadmiffible, 
whatever may be his other pretenfions : — we fet 
a higher value upon truth and temper, than upon 
the fineft Philippic in the world. 

We have no room for Atheifts or Ideots, or 
any fuch enemies tp rule, efpecially as we hear 
that tbey have a club of their own, which meets 
fometimes in one place, fometimes in another, as 
cpance dire<^s, but very often in a fireet called 
Eall-Mall, orP.0ll-Me!l, fromfpn^ analogy in 
the name, which afTociation, in &i£i conformity 
to. their principles of confufion, is compofedof all 
forts except the good, and includes princes, and 
lojrds, and jockies, who are jumbled together like 
their wprld of atoms. 

We admit no man who keeps a woman, while 
be is kept by bis wife* 

W<j 
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• We ^mit no notorious paraiites or hangcrs^n. , 
Mr. Sykc% the curate of the next pariih, has . 
been refufcd for having the run of the Squire's 
kitchen, and the C9inbi|ig of my lady's lap-dog, 
Mr. Barnaby, the church-w^den, has complained 
c^ SeaS} and ^he iiipeU of parXnips, ever fincebe 
came to pr&pofe hirafelf. When this gentleman 
is difpofed to be £icetious, he fuggefts the idea of 
iaParaiitical jy^ub^on the plan of one that was 
formerly eftablifhed among the turnfpit-dogSi 
when this fraternity was in its full glory and con- 
fequence, who were obferved to meet every morn- 
ing in the Grove at Bath, for the (ake of bufmefs, 
friendfhip, or gallantry, and then diftributethem* 
felves about the town aoqording.to d^eir differeztf * 
deftinations* i > . 

We have a rooted aWiotrence of all gameftcrs, 
liars, and debauchees: we are therefore particu- 
larly on our; guard againft all fuch as have afpired 
to the infamy of certain great connexions* Bad 
hufbands and fons, and all thq& \fho fin againi}: 
thefe facred duties and charities of life, we include 
under one folemn fentence of profcriptiom 
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• Wc are ve^iry fhy of a man ^ho after the age of 
fifty continues to be criled Diek or Jack fuch-a* 
one : iiich men have probably facrtficed too ipuch 
W notoriety ta ifcferVc refped. 

We give little encduragement to geniuses, tsi 
geniuses are at prcfent j whofc wit principafHy con- 
fifts in a habit of negligence, uncleanlinefs, arid 
dblence, and arifes 6ut of <h«r want of judge* 

We hare alfo* a ppejiidice agarnft a dcfcription 
ef perfons, who are called ingenious gentlemen, 
who havfe in general no' other claim to this title 
Aanwfea* is derived front Ae fol«tiiMt of an enigma 
in the Lady's Magazine, or a contribution to tfie 
Poet^s corner. A rage for riddles and impromp- 
ti»tj were it to get footing among us, would be 

* mighty hindrance to the flow of converfetion. ft 
creates afein*<rf fcramWeintheniind of one that 
lias a twi^ forth^fe pl^amtries-, and featters abroad 
liis* ideas Kfce a rwhed arit's neft ; w^ik Aofe-who 
tg% ufed tor reafon ri^ht folfward, '^tii to keep a 
fteady |krtnt in view, are forced to fit in vacant 

filence, 
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lilence, with theif faculties bound up in a ftupid 
thraldom. 

It is the humour of our Society to denominate 
all fuch at cannot be admitted among us> Outlaws j 
which general term is meant to anfwer to the 
M B4^«^i of the Greeks^ with this dif{erence« that 
the reproach conveyed in it^ does not fall indiicri* 
mixBlelyon fuch as are without die circle^ but 
merdy on thofe to whom all entrance into it is for 
ever barred. 

I ihall conclude my Paper of tO'-d»j with in* 

forming my readers that the gentleman who hatb 
had the principal fhare in drawing up our code of 
laws, is a Mr. Anthony Allworth, a moft valuable 
member of this our Society, of whom I fhall have 
frcjucnt occafion to fpeak^ in the courfe of my 
fpcculations, when I wiih to hold up a more 
animated piilure than ordinary of fublime virtue^ 
and praSical religion. This gentleman is now 
in Ms Seventieth -year, and keeps himfelf in health 
by the diverfion of his mind, and the exercife of 
bis body, in his unwearied fearch after objefts for 
bis beneficence. He was one of our eariieft mem*** 

bcrs^ 
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ber$, and ftill fufFers no wsather to prevent his 
conftant attendance. As he pafles through many 
fcenes in the courfe of every day, he never fails to 
introduce fome agreeable or pathetic ftory, that 
fends us away more chearful, or more refigned* 
His examples and admonitions are principally in- 
ftrumental in conciliating, new members^ and 
rendering them more docile and tractable ; he has 
completely won Mr. Blunt's efteem, and has never 
been known to raife the echo himfelf) but in the 
caufe of unprotedled innocence^ or forlaken tru^kr 

S09S98SSir9VKBi*9Pa9BSaRaSSaseBi9BM^K^ 

N°4. TUESDAY, MARCH 20. 



Licet fuperbus amhules pecumap 

Fortuna non mutat genus, HoaAT. 

Fortune cannot change your blood, 
Although you ftrut as^'if it could. 

JlN this land of induftry and commerce, where . 
fortunes are ever in a conftant flux, it is curious 
to obferve the, rapid changes which perpetually, 
occur in the confequence and figure of different 
individuals^ Thefe revolutions have, without 

doubt, 
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doubt, their focial advrstntages : they break the 
force of pride, which is always attended wuh ax 
exclufive fpirit ; they open a wider field for the 
emulation of talents ; and by diffufing the*'feelings 
of fellowfhip, and the ties of affinity among us, 
give a freer range to the duties of benevolence and 
the praftice of virtue. If fuch be a natural refult 
of tBis community and participation of richer and 
honour, it is painful to ob&rve the exceptioA^ 
exhibited in the condu£t of certain individuals* 
There are fom^ ordinary fpirits among us, who, 
having juft emerged, by a perverfe partiality of 
fortune, from the loweft conditions, conceive that 
the only way of flicwing themfelves qualified to 
maintain their new charaAer, is to manifeft an 
extreme fcorn of the old one ; and that, to evince 
an elevation of mind proportioned to their rife 
of fortune, they have only to difcard the aflbciates 
and wttnefles of their humble beginnings.— A 
gentleman who finds himfelf in this defcription of 
deferted friends, has made the following complaint 
to me, by letter, permitting me toirtake my own 
ufe of it. 



.TO 
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TO THt REV. SIMON OLIVE-BRANCH. 
»2AR ^M^N, ' Oxftrd. 

YOU remember, no doukt, your old fellow- 
collegian Tom Varniih, whofe principal- recom^ 
mcndation was his apparent good-natur^ and his 
companionable qualities. You will befurprifed 
to hear, that, by a fortunate connexion, he is. 
become Dean of-——. The firft time I iaw him 
after his preferment^ I ftretched out my hand to 
bim, to wiih him joy, in quality of an old friend 
and alTociate, but could only grafp the tip of hi$ 
longeft finger ; he iftade me, however, a very 
polite bow, and told me his dinner was always 
on table at half after five, if I ever came his 
way. He left me in fuch utter furprife, that I 
was fixed on the {pot lor (bme moments. It oc* 
curred to me, however,; upon a little reftexion, 
that this muft have be^n a mere joke, which would 
ierve us to laugh oyer at fbme fniig meeting at die 
Deanery. His fuj^fequent conduct has under 
ceived me ; and I plainly fee that I am never to be 
acknowledged on the ancient footing, I own I 
ibould feel a very violent indignation towards this 

poltroon, 
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poltroon, and llioald be prov(rfted to fome fignid 
revenge^ if fuch behaviour did not in a great mea** 
fure oarrjr its puntihment vnA it) but I obfervej 
tbat fiqoe his elevation, tiiere are fewer ftniks on 
his countenance and there feems to be a con« 
ftraint in his looks and demeanour, vrtiich betrays 
an inward perplexity, the conftant companion q( 
pride. There is always, methinks, a ibrt of trea« 
fon ui; thefe abufbs of friendAip, that leaves a con-* 
icious ftain upon the.mind> a fecrec (eoie of mv- 
worthineis, that links us amidft our triumphs, and 
£iUifies our grcatiioils» 

I happened Ho meet him the othdr day ia a large 
company, where it was my fortune to be feated 
next to him* I thought this a faJvourable of^or^ 
tunity for preffing ibme anecdotes home to hi^ 
reCoIk£tion, that might ftir up fonie ancient re* 
gards, if any were left at the bottom of his mind. 
I talked to him of the old tree, under whefe fliade 
we had pafled fo many hours, in reading a flory of 
Chaucer, a play of Shakefpeare^ or the humowrs of 
die Knight of La Mandia* I reniindtd him of 
our names cut out together on the exaaiimng<^ihair 
|n the fchools* I told him) that bis likenefe was 

ftin 
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ftill banging ov^r day iBantk-|>lcce,' which brought 
to my mind a thoufand Toothing remembrances of 
my youth j a;nd tJiat I often pleafed myfelf wit*l 
contemplating the unconfcioufnefs that appeared 
in my friend's countenance, of aiyrx views towards 
thatekvation which he has iince experienced. I 
afTured him> that our little laundrefs, though not 
in the pride of her looks, was ftill frefh, florid, 
and good-natured, and often talked of Tom 
Varnifh's genteel leg,, and fociabk temper. 

All this, however, appearied to give him rather 
offence than pleafure. At the mention indeed of 
Mifi Jenny, his eyes feemed to fparkle a little, 
and his fingers involuntarily moved towajrds his 
band, which had formerly paffed through" the ^reno- 
vating hands of Ac pretty laundrcfs. I retprned 
home, chagrined at the littlenefs of human pride, 
and the forry make of our minds, which can be 
content thus to barter the real enjoyments of life, 
for its pageantry, and impofitjons. Seeing a loofe 
bit of pap^r.an4 ^ pen on my tabkj the .thought 
occiuiired to que of putting down certain obligations 
coirferred Upon our worthy Dean in the days of 
0Ujr intimacy, which fervc to point out the mean- 

nefs 
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nefs from which he has emerged. As I think 
myfelf juftified in keeping no meafures with fuch 
a chara£ler, I authorife you to infert the following 
lift in one of your periodical effays, if you think 
it worth your notice. 

Dec. 25, 1778. Being Chriftmas-day, lent to 

Tom Varniih a clean (hirt and a 

fermon on the occafton. 
Jan. 3. A crown for a Chriftmas-box to Jenny. 
•. — 31. Corredted a Declamation for him, by 

making a iiew one; 
March i. Lent him a pair of Vorfted gloves 

during the hard froft. 
April 4. Paid Mr. Gangrene for -the fetting of 

his collar-bone ; alfo hiS' forfeits 

to the Free-and-Eafy Club. ■ 
June 22. Paid two thirds of the expehce of 

Jenny's misfortune. 
Aug. 28. Saved him from drowning, in a fcheme 

down the river to Henley. 
Oft. 6» Lent him a pair of boots, a whip, and a 
, ' .' fliiUing. for the turnpikes, befides 

paying forhis borfe, to enable him 
.to ride over to his uncle the.cow- 

doftor, who lay ill of a dropfy. 
March 
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March 3, 177.9. Puffed him off to Sir R O'N. 

by whofe intereft he went with the 

Lord-lieutenant to Ireland. 
Juljr 15* Made up a ^oarrel about potatoes, which 

took place .at the moment of his 

landing. 
Aug. 7. Saved him from a challenge from the 

Rev. Du Patrick O^Bryan, by 

proving that he had no meaning in 

any ^ng he faid 

A multitude of little fervices have efcaped my 
. recollection ^ but the(e will be fufficient to (hew, 
that the Dean of -«-<- has clean forgotten Tom 
Varnifh, and Tom Varnifli's friends* Be fo gopd. 
as to make a memorandum of this letter ; and if I 
perceive any future changes in this felf-tormenter^ 
I will not fail to give you (bme fardier accounts of 
him* 

, Yours ever^ 

Al«JTHONy TaUEMAN* 

I thought there was fo much honefty and good 
fedSe in this letter, that I determined to make a 
pcdbit of it to fiiy readers : and though the cata- 
logue 
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logue which my fWend Tmetnanhas Cent me, iiiajr 
feem to bear rather too hard upon the Reverend 
Dean, yet a pride of this fort does fo eminently 
mifbecome a teacher of Chriftianity^ and betrays 
Jbch a corruption of heart, that I cannot think die 
punifiunent improper either in kind or degree. 

For my part, with my fedate habits, and fober 
complexion, thefe frightful transifbrmations of my 
countrymen furprife me ftrangcly. For as, in my 
own family, whole generations hare exaftly agreed, 
and the father has regularly reproduced himfclf in 
the fon, I am the more aftonifhed to.f^e a man fo 
much at variance with himfelf. Theirtr muft cer* 
tainly have been fome witchcraft in Tom Var^ 
nifh's hiftory, whidi puts me very much in mind 
of the Poet's account of the raetamorphofis of 
Atlas, into a mountain : his beard and hair (hot up 
into ahugeforeflj his fl- Mulders and hands be- 
came ridges ; his head fupplied the place of a 
pinnacle ; his bones were converted into rocks ; 
then his whole perfon fweHed otit to a monflrou^. 
fixe, on ^icb aS the ftars of heaven repofed. 

«' Quantui erat mon^ faftus Atlas : jam barba comaeqae 
<♦ In filvas abeunt, juga Aint h«meri<iu€ manusq^e^ 

V0..I. D '"^'^ 
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^' QumI caput inte fiiit, fummo eft in moate cacumen i 
** OlTa lapiifiunt. Turn partes au^us^n oxnnes 
•< Crcvit in immfnfum, (fie Ef, ftituifti«) etomne 
« Cum tot iideribus cttlnm reqoicTit in ilk)/* 



Cicarella, in his life of Pope Sixtus Qutntus, 
tells us, .that that Pontiff ufed frequently to pleafe 
himfelf with jefting upon themeannefs of his origin. 
> He would fay that he was dom9 naiut pirilbt/lri ; 
the cottage wherein he was bern^ being fo out of 
repair, that tlie fun (hone thrjough evoy part of 
it. Cicero, with more gravity, ohferves, Satius tfi 
meis geflis jlorere quam majorum au£icritatibu$ Jti* 
iiiti, (sf ha vivere ui Jim p^fieris mm mbiStotk 
initium (st virtuits exemplttm. ** It is more honour-^ 
able for me to be dignified by my own adions, 
than to lean iupon the authority of mj anceftors ; 
and fo to Jive, that I may be a fountain of nobility^ 
ftnd an example ef virtue to my defcendants." 

Our worthy Dean does not appear at prefent to 
fcej all the force of thefc laudable fentimcnts ; but 
I depend upon his coming over to our. party, at 
fome .period of his life When old-age and ficfc- 
nefs prefs upon him, he will look around him, per- 
haps in vain, for his old friend Anthony Trueman, 
■ to 

5 
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to refrefh hi5 mind with the plcafing recolleaions 
of his youth, and to talk with him about young 
Jenny and the old tree. ' 

Yefterday, as I was purfuing my reflexions on 
this fubjea, it occurred to me, that fome good 
advice to fuch ctiarafters as Iliave been defcribing 
might be conveyed in the notion of a letter from 
» mart's former felf to his prefent fcif, which 
might run as follows^ 

* WORSHIFTCl Sni, 
• •* Though perhaps you recoiled, widi no great 
cordiality or cfteem, the perfon who now takes 
the liberty of addrefling you, I feel fo much in- 
t^eft in your honour and happinefs, that I cannot 
refufe myfelf the fatisfaftion of laying before you 
fome truths which you may turn greatly to account. 
I own, 1 cannot but complain bitterly of the con- 
tempt with which you treat a perfon born of as 
good a family as yourfelf, and bred to the fame ex- 
pectations, and one too whom you formerly loved 
better than your father or mother, and as much as 

yoar own. life. 

1.- » 

D 2 ^If 
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" If I am rightly informed. Sir, you have ex- 
tended this illiberal condqdl to my friends, and 
have reprefehted Mr. Sho]:tlan() as a perfon of 
mean condition, to whom, neverthelcfe, you are 
in a great measure obliged for your pre&nt eleva- 
tion. As to myfelf, be aflured. Sir, your efforts to 
- caft oblivion and obfcurity aroimd me,, will cmfy 
make me the more noticed; and tbat, t^irhatevejr 
comparifons &all be m^e,^^iQy will b^ to' tH^ ^{^ 
advantage t>fyourfelf. I do not; Qpnceive in what: 
circumftances you pretend to be my fuperior, 
except in the bafe article of wealth* You may be a 
greater man ; but you have not fo much eafe, fa 
much leifuP&J^fo much youth, fo m^cb health, fa 
much ftrength, fo many real friends, and fo much 
content. I am pretty fare too, that a cei:tain lady, 
whom we have both addreflfed, prefers in her owa 
breaft my little farm to your fine houfe and your 
laced liveries : but I refpeil your happinefe fo much., 
that I would refign her to you, if you would 
but adopt a more amiable and rational way of 
thinking. 

« I fcall never make any farther overtures towards 

a reconciliation ; but Ihall always be ready to em- 

j^ bra£p 
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•brace you whenever you feel yourfdf difpo&d to 
fink this awkward diftance between us/ You will 
be m'oft likely to find me, on liich an occafion, in 
the p6plar-grove8 behind your houfe^ or on the 
terrace juft out of the village, at the hours of nine 
and ten in the evening, particularly if it be mGk>hr 
light. Be aiTured, you will never hear of me at 
^any public places, for crowds are my abomination. 
J am fedible t^t the pride and deceit of thefe cor- 
rupt reforts^ firft produced die mfekuicbcdy iepara- 
tioa tbat has taken place between us. 

« I knew what was to be my fate, from the mo- 
oaeiit that old -Lady Margaret Mildmay whifpered in 
your eai- the words " feducing arts,*' and « delicate 
*Sfituation$.'* Ever fince thefe ominous phrafes, 
you have kept me at the moft mortifying diftance j 
but finding it rather difficult to ihake me off at 
onc^ you pinched, buckram'd, and pomatum'd me 
up to fuch a degree, that I could not hold out any 
longer. I have often tried to meet you fince our 
total feparation ; but as I have not been ufed to the 
fmell of perfumes, I could never come within your 
atmofphere, except once indeed, when, in fljring 
"from two unmannerly catchpoles, you ran full 
D 3 againft 
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againft me in turning a corner, and did mc thr 
favour of joftling me into the kennel. 

" One thing however^ Sir, I muft infift.uponj 
which is, that you will forbear any cbntemptuoiis 
infmuations refpe£ting my friend Dick Shortktnd*s 
family, fince you cannot boaft fo good a one: and 
as to my&lf, Sir, you cannot be ignoraiK that your 
great-grandfiitber was a chrmney«fweeper, a& well 
as my own } and that, if it were not f^r that nobk 
invention, for- which the world is indebted to a 
perfon who was great-uncle to both of us, of liquid 
.ihining blacking for fhoes, you could nevor hwe 
cxpe<Sled to maintain fo much confequence in life, 
as even your neglected friend and humble fervant, 
« Humphry Quondam." 

I cannot forbear following up this letter wi'di 
an exhortation to my readers, to refleA, that the 
humane and focial duties prefs equally on all fitua- 
tions of life j and that, if profperity deprive us of 
our unbought friendlhips, it muft ever after remain 
inhopelefs arrears to us, whatever degree of plenty 
it may ftiower into our bofoms : it has robbed us 

of 
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Qf the day-light, which no borrowed glare of 
lamps and cryftals can fupply. 

. f ■ ■ =z. 

N«5. SATURDAY, MARCH 24. • 

St mb'ifas auJifa /oju'u 

To fprf^d chofe words abroad I cannot fear, 

Which Vlrgini fpeaki an4 Satats unbttifliiiig htvr*^ ' 

A HOUGH I am an old' bachelor,^ and natua*' 
rally of acoldconftitution, yet I hav-e-aJways been 
fond of' mixing among my fair countrywomen 
wherever I have feen an opportunity^ A fine eye 
afFe^ me^ like a fine day, vAAch kti my- fpirits 
afloat, and gives fpring and vigour to my fancy* 
My vacant compofure of couhtenance makes me 
lef6 (ufpe6^ed of impertinent curiofity ; and as I 
am never heard to fpeak ill of my neighbours, I am 
fuppofed to be without malice, or without meaning. 
I.have-confequentiy been treated with a great deal 
of female anecdote, and female eloquence. Scarce 
a day p^es, but my mother has a little levee of the 
joung and old of her own fex, who are all ena- 
moured of her complacency, her old-faibioned 
fenfe, and hiftorical memory. 

D+ Therd 
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There is a /ort of treaty of commerce between 
them, that turns to their mutual account. My 
qiother has a way of reviving the remembrances of 
her youth, and of retailing her curious ftock of 
ohfolete anecdotes and ufages, that gathers around 
ter the moft rational part of her own fex, who are 
glad to exchange for this antiquated merchandife, 
all the articles and modes of daily intelligence^ By 
this channel I come into pofTeffion of a great deal 
of hiftory xefpedUng the female Woric^ and fliall let 
my seader s in for a port of the pillage. 

• 
• Thefe meetings are not yet formed into a regu* 
iar Ibciety ; but I think I can perceivea ftrong ten- 
dency that way; and diey feem to be inienfibly 
drawing towards the fpirit of our own. They 
have their readings in imitation of ours ; which 
are fo much the more interefting, as the womta 
are more communicative by nature than the men. 
No information comes from town, in the way of 
private correfpondence, that is not fbared among 
them. Anecdotes of high life, and occurrejKes 
that mark the manners of the times, and particu* 
larly thofe of their own fex, are perufed with great* 
cagemcfs 5 and I owe to thefe meetings many fage 

rules 
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#ules ztii maxims for femafe Gondu£k> which will 
tun through thefe iny Papers* 

Th«-e IS a delicacy of diftirtflion and feeling irt 
the morality of the ladies, that renders it generally 
attraftive and interefting ; and if they knew how 
much It became their mouths, and what fweetnefs 
it bellowed on their fmiles, they would redeem a 
ftill larger portion of their time from the topics of 
difllpation, to devote it to a fubjed in which 
virtue and vanity may in fome fort coalefce. What 
put m^ upon this remark, was an opportunity which 
was the other day afforded me, of hearing fome very 
excellent obfervations on the prefent ftate of female 
manrters, at one of thofe little councils in my 
mother's apartment* 

Methoughl the dignified fentiments which came 
from each in her turn, lighted up the countenance, 
and brought the very foul into the eyes j infomuch 
that I never fhall be perfuaded, that the happieft 
lover is able to pfovok^ a fweeter look, or a more 
glowing frailein the objeft of his adoration, than 
the confcioufnefs of virtuous feelings at this mo- 
ment excited, and that inward homage which we 
r> S pay 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



58 THE LOoKER-an. N« 5. 

p^y to ourfelves> when we fpcak with ability in an 
amiable^caufe. There was a complacency in my 
old mother's forehead, which I would not have 
exchanged for the courtefy of a princefs ^ and I 
obfbrved that her ihagreen fpe«£bcle-cafe dropped 
twice out of her hand, while her eyes were fixed on 
my great grandfather's portrait with a look of 
pious iatisfadion.. 

This becoming efieft of virtuous converfatioa 
on the female face, and the irrefiftible force it lends 
to the expreiCon, was well inflanced in the few^ 
obfervations made by Miranda on the fiibje^l: they 
were upon* ^^ It has always appeared to mc,** (he 
remarked, turiung to my mother, who always fits 
in a fort of oracular ftate in thefe aflemblies, fpeak- 
ing but feldom, as was the cuftom of her an- 
\:cftors, •' that we are to afcribe the principal faults 
" that degrade at this moment the female eharailer, 
" to die fort of education we receive at our moft 
" fafliionablc fchools* This blame, however, does 
*< by no means reft with thefe places of infirudlion, 
" but falls more defervedly upon parents and guar- 
" dians, whofe vanity and £Jfe judgements inter- 
" pofe between the true interefts of the fcholarsj 

« and 
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" and theperfonsto whom they are committed. If 
^ the main ftream be dlfcoloured, the rivulets 
^ which join it in its courfe will take the fame 
^* complexion. However that npay be, nothing 4s 
" more certain than that we poor fem:Ues are edu- 
<< cated as if we had no fouls to be faved> .or old 
**^2^e toie provided foi;^ To figure away with a . 
^ fine ext(£rior, and to ihare the ftupid admiration 
^of coxcombs, with their, horfes and their equi- 
**•* pages, feems to be all that is required of i^s by our 
^ grave inftru£tors.. When this view is accom«* - 
^ pliflied, we are brought forward in all the mock*- 
**- ery of drefs, for the entertainment of the mcn> . 
^ cafed up like Indian idols, or carried out a$ . 
"' viiiiims to the altar. . 

*** Only that little of our lives is confuked which 
« can contribute to the brilliancy of a ball-room j , 
** or- the decoration of a court; fo that juft the 
<<• prime and middle of our days is called for, the 
" reft being thrown away like the tops and talk of 
'^ radiihes. To accomplifli*-us in the flqurifhing 
**- trade and myftery of multiplying words without 
" knowledge, to enable us to propagate repetition 
^ and give wings, to nonfenfe, we are taught aa 
D. 6 « many* 
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^< many languages a& our memories can hold^ 
*' without any enlargctoent of capacity, or ac- 
^ ceffion of ideas, without any exercife of reafon^ 
*^ or elevation of thoUght 

<* 'Nothings however,^' fhe continued, " give^ 
** me fuch ferious concernj as to obferve, in the 
*' fyftem of modiih education, the perverfe direc* 
** tion of the noble principle of (hame, which was 
*^ given us for the greateft purpofes* That tendet 
^^ confcious fpirit^ which was defigned to be the 
-*' principal guard of our virtue, and the fupport of 
^ all the great qualities of woman-kind^ is applied 
« to clrcunoftances and occafions the moft frivo^ 
" lous and abfurd* To be hungry, healthy, rofy^ 
" and robuft, are circumfta'nces of fhame to a girl 
♦* of falhion. To run is xude, to laugh is vulgar j 
^^ and to play is monftrous (becaufe it is natural }• 
*' Ignorance of cards is fhocking) ignorance of 
^< fafhions is abominable, and ignorance of French 
^^ is heretical. But while they are taught (hame 
<< at the(e exceflfes or deficiencies, they Can brav'e 
*' thcs recoUeftion of an uncharitable or unjuft 
« ailion; they can tell untruths withour flinch- 
** ing ; they can read the memoirs of ftaJe aitreffes 

«^ apd 
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^ and battered demireps without confufion ; they 
** can ogle without a Mu£h, and hug diemfelves 
<^ in viiions of rope-ladders, and chaifes and four^ 
« accompliihed dancing-mafters^ and (entimencal 
** ftaymakcrs. 

« Methinks,'* continiied Miranda, « that a 
« truly fashionable fchool might confiftently 
^* enough advertife, to refine and reduce the app^- 
^< tite fo common in young people, educated at 
<< ordinary fchools ; to baniih all difagreeable rednefs 
*« from the cheeks j to correft the errors of nature, 
** in the vulgar propenfity youth have to ex6rcife 
** and play ; to contrad the waift, where nature has 
« forgotten to do it j to pinch the foot to a fiie- 
^* able disproportion and beautiful: deformity j' to 
" comprehend all religious duties within a very 
'^ fmall compafs, and teach found morals and vir- 
*' tuous principles at moderate rates. 

*^ To the mifapplication of thefe generous nidi- 
** rtents of virtue, given us with our nature, 'are 
" afcribable all thofe vanities, and petty ambition?, 
" which fo predominate amongft us, as to give a 
-^ fort of title to the fatirift to thunder out his 
*^ Catholic ccnfures againft us, and with an un- 

<* quail* 
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" qualifying feverity to talk of the ruling paffions 
^^ of women as abfolute univedriklicies. . The poets 
^ and mocalifts of-anciexxtandonodera times are 
^ ftuffe^Avitb thi$ comnion-place againft^us, and 
^ even the petit-maitre of philofophy, . the flimfy 
^ Fontenelle, amidft all his gallantries, has not 
" fcrupled to pui.thei following confeiEon inta the 
^ mouth of a queen of<,Syria„,who,.in one of 
« hfe dialogues o£ the dead, tells her ftory to 
^ Di40i as illuftrative 0/ our ruling paffionof 
" vanity ." ■ ^ A painter who wa? at . the couct 
<c of my hufband, had long owed me a. grudge ; and, 
"to gratify his rcfcntment, he painted, me in the 
« arms of a foldier. . The. pjftuce was expofed, 
** and i;be.artift;.abfconded. My fubjedls, zealous 
« for myihoiiour^ were oa the 4)oint of burning the 
•* piece in the public ftreet ; . but, as I. was, to fay 
^' the truth, moft admirably painted,^nd every way 
« charming, aldjough it muft be acknowledged 
^ the attitude in which I was reprefented was not 
«rmuch to the advantage of my virtue, yet Ijcf- 
« fcued the pi^ure> and j^doned the painten" 

^ It is furprifing^wbat transformations are fome* 

«* times formed, by J this perv^rfe diredUon of the 

i , . " prind-* 
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<^ principle of (hame. I remember a very pro- 
<« mifing girl, die daughter of a worthy neigh-- 
*' hour, who had learned, under her mother's in- 
^ ftrudions, many ufeful arts and accomplifh* 
t* ments ; flie could make paflxy and pickles, knew 
^< the price and quality of meat, and was a tderablc 
« proficient in carving : flie could write legibly, 
^ fpell corre£Uy, and fpeak her own language 
^ purely and grammatically: infhort,hermindwas 
<* <fb vulgarUed, that fhe knew more of the Bible 
tt than of Lord Chefterfield or Voltaire ^ and I really 
^ once detefbed her knitting (lockings, for prizes 
« to the Sunday-fchool girls, whom flie often ior 
" ftru£led herfelf. On the death of her mothect 
^^ fhe was fent by her &ther to a place of fdihionr 
<< able education ; and, in the- courfe of three ) 
" weeks, roie to fuch a pitch of modefty, as to 
" bluih at the mention of her former meanneiTes* 
«^ She is now fquared and tortured into a very fine 
" married lady; and fo icnlibly delicate, that,, on 
^ paffing by a butcher's fliop the other day, ih« 
*' was feized with an agony in every jpinti and, 
** on meeting by accident a charity-girl, when flie 
^ was far gone in her pregnancy, flie has ever fince 
** been under the terrible apprehenfion of bringing 

" into 
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'«< into the world a child with a pair of knit ftock- 
* ings on its legs. 

" I woiild not pretend to fiiggeft toy new fyftem, 
« in the place of that againtt whlcM I have fo much 
** defcanted -, I would only preftime to recommend 
«* a little more of the Chriftian religion, aind a 
•* little lefs of feihionable Idolatry. I 610 not de- 
** fire, that learning or politics, or riding aftride, 
*** ihould fucceed to this mifcWevoui cultore; I 
'•* wifli only to fee the native ^rnatmcm* of a 
" woman's mind primarily attended to 5 I Wifli 
^- to fee her arrayed in all her natural perfeftioiis 
** of fenflbility, foftnefs, and grace ; and to conteni- 
•* plate, through a curtain of unafFefted modefty^ 
<« an underftahding fiirniflted with every thing 
** that has a tendency to make the heart good, and 
^ the condu£l exemplary, 

* " How can I here refift the temptation, to quote 
^ a paflage from an admirable writer ? to quote 
** whom cannot be pedantry, even in a woman.; 
•* while not to have read and ftudied him, is want 
<* of tafte in man or woman. It is thus that Dr, 
« Hawkefworth fums up the character pf Stella, in 

« his 
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^< his life of Swift: — ^ Beauty, which alcme has 
been die objedl of univerial admiration and 
defire, yfrhidti alone has elevated the poileflbr from 
the loweft to the higheft iltiiation, has given do*^ 
minion to folly; and armed caprice with the 
power of life and death, was in Stella only the 
ornament of intelledhial greatnefs ; and wit, which 
iias rendered deformity lovely, and conferred 
hoBoar upon vice, was in her only the decoration 
of fuch virtue, as without either wit or beauty^ 
would have compelled dFefUon, efteem, and 
reverence.* 



" I am very far from defiring to level thofe di- 
^ ftittftions which cuftom has eftabliflied between 
" the virtues and excellencies of the male and 
<* female charaften Nature has clearly enough 
" appointed our different offices and deftinations i 
" and by the many domeftic wants and dependen- 
^ cies with which fhe has encompaffed us, has 
" circumfcribed the fphere of our exertions and 
** our ambitions within the circle of our families. 
« and our houfes. When I fee a woman launch- 
« ing out beyond this natural line of her ability^ 
*** and challenging the rewards of popular talents^ 

« I look 
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*^ I look upon her as a kind of deferter, or as a 

♦' foldier fighting under foreign banners, whole 

** renown is infamyyand who£e vidorics are diC^ 

« graces. 

• •* The expediency of lifc> and the moral order 
" -of the world, demand the obfervance of this 
^ natural diftin«Slioii between our duties, and ca« 
^ pacities; and not only our greateft pleafure^ but^ 
^ the higheft concerns of our being, depend upon 
^ their feparation.. I regard the (bcial fyftem of 
" the world, as a great machine, which requires 
** a regular diftribution of labour, for the uniform 
^ courfeof ks opeiationr a deficiency, of hands, in 
^ one part of it is little remedied by die fuper*. 
^ flutty of them in another i and.fuchas are out 
/* of their place, can only be regarded as fo much. 
^^ Ipis in quality, and incumbrance in quantity^. 

^ We furely can never reafonably complain of 
^ our unimportance in the fyftem, when we con- 
^ fider qurfelves as charged with the firft care 06 
" the fpecies, and entrufted with the heirs of im- 
" mortality, during that important interval, when 
". the feeds of virtue or of vice are fown in their, 

^ mind5% 
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** minds. For the execution of fo high and deli- 
« cate a truft we have a right to every advantage 
^ pf culture and inftru£i:ion in our you^, which 
** will be neceffary to correal our judgments, to 
" regulate our defires, and multiply our innocent 
^ pleaiures ; but the duties whrch this paramount 
" obje6l of our lives impofes upon us, require 
f^ alio, that nothing tbould enter ioto the fcheme 
*^ of our education^ that can taint pur minds with a 
^ relifli for thofe attainments and exertions, which 
^^ belong toa different fphere of action, and another 
^ range (^obligations. 

** By keeping thefe objefts, I mean the care of 
<^ infant minds, and the management of our fami« 
" lies, conftantly in our view, we fball obtain a 
" rational rule of female education, and a proper 
" eftimate of female worth. This meafure will 
^* dire£l us hi the caft of our ftudles,and the choice^ 
*^ of our amufements. It will exclude, as well all 
^ the follies of the mode, and the laborious imper- 
f tinence of faihionable culture, as the dangerous 
^ aiid.diftorted leflbns of ambition and enterprife ; 
*' while it will let in all thofe faifibilities and 
<' graces of the heart and underftanding, which ar^ 

« of 
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" of real weight ard utility, in the tender <onceriis 
•* of a wife or a mother, and are the ornaments 
" of the female character in every fcene and aUot«> 
^' mentof life." 

Here Miranda finifhed herdifcourfe, which was 
very much applauded by the reft of the company^ 
and feemed to fpeidc tfie general fenfe. For xsy 
part, as my natural tendernefs fi)r thefe^ feads me 
always to mix a great deal of encomium in evtry 
queftion concerning them, I could not help drink- 
ing Miranda a little deficient on this head, and only 
excufable as a party concerned: I endeavourec^ 
therefore, to fill up this deficiency, by quoting; 
fome very iine things faid in iheif coiftmendatton 
by very wife ancients. I perceived that I recom-^ 
mended myfelf very much to them all by this piece 
of gallantry j and that my quotations from Plu-* 
tarch, to which I took care to give the handfomeft 
turn r could in my traiiflatlon, were particularly 
admired. 

Miranda, who was ftill a little heated from the 
great part Ihehad taken in the converfation, went 
fo far as to propofe tliat the buft of that enter- 
taining 
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taining author fhould be placed in a part of the 
room, together with my own. The old lady my 
mother, who fmiled more than was ufual with her 
at this idea, putting her hand into her pocket with 
muck fignificancy, drew out of it the County 
Chronicle, and, pohiting with her knitting-^needltt 
to a particulaf adrertifement, bid me read it aloud; 
declaring, that if we would confent to put the adver* 
ttfersiiea4 between dx^ of Plutarch and S^on 
0]ive«toiicl\ &fi. would agtf e to the propofid. 

<^ Wlatman is th nufii9^ji$tt of the Almighty* 
Ba$ any^ afus b$mttj^ fifi^fh ^^ P^h ^ compMn 
with btrs ? Isttfft her mind the arcana rf all that 
is defirahk ? Seti far eliianci^ y$u find it in her 
ihape ; for penetrajtifin^ ym find it in her eye\ far 
heautyy you find it- in every feature^ e^ecially 
ifjhe has confubed ihs improvement of her charms 
fo far as to adorn them with Vickerfs incomparable 
titesr 

I afilire my readers that the projedl of thie bufts 
\% totally laid afide* 
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N®6, TUESDAY, MARCH 2/. 

i — 

Cmm. AxXXAKDRlMVt. 

*• Their adiniration of God's might, difpltyed in hh work^t 
. ** produced in them a coavi^ion aiib Whts provideiK^ and moral 
♦< g«Ycnimcnt,** 

* JL HERE is an agreeable parallel drawn in 
Cicero's Nature of die Gods, which throws con- 
fiderable ridicule on the obftinacy of an Atheift : 
«* His cafe,** fays he, " is like that of a perfbn 
«* who, upon entering a large houfe beautifully 
** conftruSed and commbdioufly arranged, and 
«* finding it untenanted by any animal of greater 
"" power, fagely concludes it to have been built 
« by the mice he fees running about it.** Thus 
the atheift difbelieves in providence, for no other* 
reafon than becaufe he does not fee him aftuaUy at 
the great work. He has, however, the choice tjnly 
of two CQnclufions ; he muft either attribute the 
creation of the world, and its moral government, 
to God ; or he muft attribute unwearied con* 
jbmcy and unfailing order to chance. 

Whttt 
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When I fee our reaibn thus niifed in rebellion 
dgainft our hc^es, and nurfing errors fo frightful 
and monftrous, I am tempted to repine at this pri- 
vilege and diilinflion of our naiture, and can 
almofl regret the poiTei&on of an inftrument we 
may fo eaiily handle to our own deftniAion. The 
ienfible proois of the exiftence of a God ar^ fo 
very manifefl, and, to fpealc in fcriptural ian* 
guage, are fo .icattered about Qur pfi^ths, that on« 
can hardly think this primary article of our faith 
a part of our probation^ or. that; any degree of 
merit is attached to it Z have feeiii however, in 
fome men, a fort of foggy underftanding, whidi 
outrages every obje£l, and mdts do)ivn proportion 
and colour intoaraafslof mig^y. confu6o% in 
which there is no iulceptibility of beauty, and 
whence light and order are for ever excluded. To 
«ne of this temper, the harmony of the fyftem in 
which we move appeals in vain s the return of the 
feafons can make no impreffion upon him ; and 
the revival, of the verdure, and the regeneration 
of tfa^ bloflbm, brings him no delight or confolatton. 

I have ever considered it as one of the moft 
touching jnftances of the benevolence of our 

Maker^ 
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Maker, that lie has afforded us this great variety 
of Icnfiblc proofs of his exiftence and providence^ 
in the vaft fccne w^ich lies before us: and our 
fenfe of this bounty and^ coridefcenfion is very much 
raifcd by confidering, that it not only fuftains our 
hopes, and confirms our &ith, but reaches to the 
mere concerns of diis world, and diverts and re* 
freflies the fpirite, in the feafons of dii^point* 
ment, of exertion, and- of Ibrrow. 

Sir William Temple has obferved,. that there k 
a kind of fenfual pttafiire in a fine day > our very 
organs and fibres (eem to feel Us. invigorating in* 
fluence; our veins riot, and our ipirits bound. If 
it! he a fenfual pieafiire,. it is not only the mod 
innocent, but it is emiol^ by its relation to thofe 
which are intelle£hial: audit is plain how much 
it is our intereft to enlarge the fphcre of thefe fort» 
of enjoyments, which we may indulge in vrithout 
reproach, and perfevere in without fiiticty. - 

?t was a favourite idea of the Stoics, that t6 
contemplate and admire the excellencies of Nature's 
works, forms a capital part of our duty and defti- 
hatibn in tbis^ world. We may obferve aJfo, that 

when 
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when thejr dwdi on thefe tefttmonies of a provi- 
dential government of the world, the unity of cle» 
fign that every where difco^n itifelf obliges them 
to fpeak of one great Omnipote»t. For the 4suiie 
reafon does Cicero deify the world itfd^. rather 
than afcribe fuch integrity and perfection of plan 
to the counfeld^ao^d agency of tlve Gods in general. 

Among all the -animala which walk i(p#a the 
earth, and inhale the breezes of a fummer^y^ 
man alone, ereA and contemplative, is confcious 
of the benefa£tion, and<:apable of its delights:, it 
fhould methinks ther^ore be fomewhat affronting 
to the Deity, to pa& by thefe tokens of bis bene** 
volence^ without either tribute, or homage, gt 
grace, or fenfibility^ For my part, I find no 
recreation fo agreeable to my ten^r andmy years^ 
as the ft^dy of nature. I work under my mo* 
ther's tuition in the ichool of Botsmy ; a fcience 
ihe has followed up, the greater part of her long 
life, widi much perfeverance and delight. She 
frequently bedows upon me great commendation 
for my fpecimens, but thinks I wafte too much 
time in mjr comments and reafonings upon them; 
and the other day, on my forgetting the Aamps of 

Vol, I. E fome 
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feme of hec favouritcs». fhe xalM tne a. gtddjr boy, 
atid toudiiag mj cheek ibftl/ widi her ha^dy ob-* 
ft nredy with a mffhndlbly fiatile, that thus mould 
vtbe iia»e$- and . chroqicfes of the boufe of the 
^Olivebi^aiiches^^be'forgoMn aiUreur d^arture* 

* But to return to my MajtSt: I waygoing to 
remark that the ftudy of nature is as much di- 
flinguiAed from other ^((bje<9:-s by the variety of 
it^ topics, ft» by the ralue of its<coRclufi(Ni&. Ail 
our diUbrent taftes aod geniuses may here b« feve- 
rally confuited. As the cblour and tendoicy of 
our minds di^fe us, we find a fuitable order of 
proo&$ and while^ne isftruck with the fokmn 
and unwearied return of feaicm& and of. fruits, 
soother is betjbetr pleaftd with confidecing the bland 
ai^ ueerxi9g powers of inftia6^ which gathem 
under the niQther's wingi th^ Utile bcood of help-» 
le^ flrag^ers, and makes it& voice heard amidft 
the bowlings of ihe defert. It is by thefe con- 
templations that we leaiin in the fcriptural phrafe, 
to walk with God, and cberifii towards him a c^« 
tain loyaky of heart, that brings all the. ardeura 
and fenfibtUttes of our nature to the fide tf re» 
l}gion« 

4 lean* 
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I ^fihot adhnit among thofe wfab reap tbs- tnle 
advantage of ihift ftudf, our moderii <x)ilci£tors of 
cririnets, whofe ambition it generally to accuhMb- 
late rarities, only for the dlftin^tioii thqr oooftr,' 
and ^ Airell their lifts from a flseril rgriof oAMta^ 
tion, without any advancement of re^ khovnfed^ 
The true {>hil0lbphlcil obTerres iaek ^i# cabinet: 
of curioAtie^ in his own and hia neighbour's fiekb 
and gardens; and the inter^ be feeU in evetf 
obje£^ is not in proportion to its unfr^qn^Jfi b^ti 
to the indication it affords of defign and provi** 
dence in die govemsiCRt c^ the ni^UL : . 

This ccHifeling teftimony, fo abttndaotljr fpread 
over the &ce of nature, feems, if I mayfo exprefi^ 
my&lfy to be diftributed into differ^ maffib^ a^4 
p ort i on s^ in the eilaQlination of whiob i^sre nijsiy; 
foUow tte h^M of oMr pajrticMldr. taffae^aiid ftudiea^ 
Thu^ fiime h1^ been principally captiviited by th^ 
ftal^ fllotbnfr of the faeavetdy bodies, as mofi ini- 
iptcaltotheiu>(ionof chanqe^ others con^rthe 
divioe wifdctaa as moft emjiihaticaUyLaiiiiottnf^ in 
the ftirwpture ofthebumanffame ; and mt afmall 
number are befl pleafed with contemplati©^ it in 
the properties and affeflions given to plants. The 
* E 2 playfulnefs 
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pfa^ulnefi and innocent joys of young children 
are to o&ers the kinieft proo& of a fupcrintendings 
Prtmdence : and Sir Ifaac Newton w?i$.of c>p)iuon» 
thata-frimaiyoiover of all things was incontro* 
ymtilAy (kown by the revolutions of the planets. 
^ in their orbits, which are the combined eiFe&s of 
«::pi«j«dSe and centrip^tid forces the latter ^ 
which is accounted for by the laws of nature, but 
the former ibppo&s the voluntary impulfe of a pre- 



Thus the varioKis dafies of natures W9rks pre* 
fent ta the ftudious and contemplative, a various 
arrangement of proofs, as different taftes and opi- 
nions decide. New difcoveries enrich this valu- 
able cdle^lion; and as vre advance in'the Jcnow- 
kd^e bPiiftlure's varieties, we find frefhornamenft 
ill thith, frelh dignity tn<levotk>n, wi fteih reafoa 
in teligrdn* If, affer this partial coitfideration, we 
mount a ftage hi^er in the argument^ and take a 
view bf the whole plan and order of ourfyftea^ 
the unity of 'defign andconnexion of parts :£orce 
us upto concluding tiiat one pervading ^irit di- 
ffe&s tiie whole. 

At 
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At diU point did theexcdknt Author of ihr 
Analogy take up die strgument, aad» bendmg hit 
thoughts to dHcover bow &r this unity, oi/pltxi lay 
open to human penetration, he has {bswn us diat 
we can trace it through the coinrife of natttral and^ 
revealed religion: he has fliewn us that die £ini6 
chanider of goodnefs aiid wifdom.isilaiiipcd upon 
each portion of God's government ; diat the fame 
•venerable order and progreffion is ever^-where^t^br^ 
ferved; that the great truths of each^unfoid. them^ 
&lves in thie £utie courfe of patient and gradual. 
diicovery;, and* that in-eachJie, has oppofed certain 
Kmit9 to- our inreftigatioiiB,.. and ipready- with 
jeadbus migfht, hfe pavilion of darknefc*^ 

The argument, dierefbre, from analogy, which 
reconciles the fcheme of natural* and' rev^kf 
Mi^i^ to the courfe and conftitutioi^.of natbre, 
is the higbeft in the fcale of thofe proofs with 
wiiich the ftudy of nature's works fupplies us, and- 
dofcs a feries of teftimony of tlie moft comp!cta 
atid beautiful kind* 

: ♦ ■ I ' .• 

I ftall how preleht my readers widi* a pfl&ge 

irom Xcnophoft's Anecdotes 4si Socratds, v^ere 

£ 3 that 
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that philolbfjhcr mtkes a very noble life ofjhe 
AigooBftnt^om analogy. Aft^ pro4uctng a great 
-wrkty of inftaaoes in liie oeconomy of naturet to 
yeifuade his difciple .ta en A incc 4lie belief of a 
Provukme, hf calls upon him to yield to fucb con- 
.vsncin^ prooiis, nolefe be is determined to wak 
until Gi^ fliaU pieafe to render hirafelf vifiUe* 
** ' • . • • • • 

. ^ Tfafe^' iSiys he, ^ wouI4 he a< very Jinreafon*- 
^ aNe eirpcAtfion, iknce,.in tl^ ^wDry^ Qiraim»- 
.^ ftpBices erfttn reduce ub tor receive hoitcfita^ivQm 
<^ tinkno«i^iiRBdi^4ior,:in this cufie, firej«»e. £> 
,^.itngptefiil tanto iiaribii^ «Mir ftiicitir (9 Ite 
« operatioat of^diancck^ .Tbp» ipiy ihe ipiwe^ 
^ thing too that difpleafes the Deity in fucb an 
^ e3q>eAatiQni fw tlwi^ i^ gre?t M^€ityr44abt* 
f^ Ij^ mftioping.fA. fee i»ur Cmfor uritfi 6«tenB 
"•jyoj)*!)! m^p^Mo af.jfuft^iiwig.%)h « ior 

^ •« jC«nft4er,** %s ^ <^ thsrt the Sun, ^yhile h^ 
^ tefreihes us with his kindly .infliienee^ .49es n^jt 
^ allow himfelf to be too attentively regarded, 
,^ and ;din(^ deiirives Jum «f i^gl^ :^ 

** GWc 
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<« fible Bttniftrf* We bmr Ac thiAider niiimg 
^ above u% imd we know that itfubdues nvfaat* 
^ ever it encounters'; but wGl>eb(rfd neiilier iis 
^ commg'^oD, nor its career, nor its departure. 
^ Tbe winds aifo wc cannot difcern^ but jn. their 
^ effefh, which are Yery manrfeft $ and we can 
^ feel them roihing by us. M^xreover <lfe ftiul of 
^* man comes peareft to^he Deity of any diihg 
^ which belongs to us ; that it reigns wttbin m 
*^ IS maotfefty b«st iio man has ever ieen his own 
« foul/* 

Tlrislm UlnrKyt Amok me ta one of.tbe ttobleft 
•{Ml&geft in,^ antiitOi^r^anii is the lieft i^iiMn 
^ thi;^ argument frofh aitalogy I TecoHeA in any 
liesdifo wodc.;nI have clodied Ae. thoughts in 
EngliSi, witb9atattixDptmg4atran<hte'theGireek 
vbrcEi, «rtiicfa aue in diis plaoeib'initflitiibly'eiii* 
' phatrc^i that they' may duillenge aity.ht^\l9|f9 lb 
expcefs them adeqoaceijr« -• ..'.... . ^ 

It is my intention tckcarry^n dnsfiiiijf Adirwsgh 
many of my Aiture Piipers^ if I fee a. di%ofitton. 
in my readers to attend to it, 1 diink myfelf 
fi^ag^d^ however,* by itie jpfbMtfe:X^teGve given^ 

. "-., £-4 - fe 
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to pteient diem whh a perpetual- variety ; and, lib* 
^ good farmer, I bind myfclf never to» take two 
fiicceffive crops of the £ime produce from the fame 
piece of land. My^ excellent friend Mr*. Anthony 
Allwof lb, whofe chara^rl have given in a former 
Paper, infifts »pon my confecriiting a portion of 
aiy labocBrs to the fiibjeil of religion j and I know 
of no way of rendering it fo generally interefting 
.and. amufing to my readers,, as by confidering 
i^ analc^ies with the courfe and conftitution of 
nature. 

I know how well this road )ia& been pomted 
pat before;, but if I can throw ahyst-eatemii^- 
ttent in Ihe way by the difcoVery of new ofc- 
jrd9, oc render k more ^rightly- and cheerfid 
by new veins of thought, and frefh^ illuft cations of 
&ocjr, 1 fhsiU- thank mjp^. friend very heartily for 
kamg Ib^^d the idea*. The loofe form of 
this argument from analogy b what particularly 
recomoiends it to me, as on that account it will 
bear the numerous iiiterrtiptions it muft fuHmit 
tdy wi^ le& relaxatba of its force* 

The lank^ growth of perflhabk pamphlets and 
'|bnuon3 which daily cxQwd our preffes, ferves 

only 
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only to diffipate and diftra^ our attentions : tbejr 
irritate our minds by occupying them ever jpn 
little difputed points,, and divert uf-ifrOm'tWmbre ^ 
eomprehenfive works of a graver age^ ^i4)ei^ift 
wide views of the fubyeA are difelofed, aiid gresit 
bodies of proof colkAed* I confidered there** 
fore that it would be doing feme fervice to my 
countrymen, if, inftead of labouring either to in- 
creaie the builc'of fecred'iiterature^ alrcady^grown 
unwieldy, or to fwelltheitKitldy ftream of pecvifli 
controfverfy, I could allure: my young readers to a 
portion of rjeligious* enquiry, whkh is perhaps the 
moft inexhauftibie of any, and which is of (o- 
(preading and v^Ious a nature, as to accoi&Lnu>< 
. date itfelf to almofl' every ilze of [^underilandiing^ 
and every fyftem* of ftudy* 

There-is moreover, in^is aiigument^fnMn aocH- 
logy^ a.ftrong tendency to liberalise the mind,, 
by the removal of prejudices, while it provokes 
curtofity by the order and. coniiexion it prcyiucesv 
wherever i^ enters, by its pkafmg dlfplay of happy 
coincidences,,, and itsallufionsto common liip ar^l; 
cominoii obfervation^ It is. of finall concem««a. 
me whether tfaefe my fpeculatioo» upoft the- ana- 
£ S logie^ 
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lope^ ^ religion and natiire. be perufed bdbiwy 
M «ter> llM adn^iafale work of the exodleot 
I)s;iBitttf«r;.mtfaeiQniiei:.cafe ^jt-nuyfisrveas 
« ibrt X3f initiatioii to tibe reader i ia the btter« 
A0^ wiU tctnd t» Iceqp i^ in bis menory a periftn 
^le teiHurej wbijCh re^res fre^uenl esiamiaation 
and repair* " i 

Ifball caac4ttdiet-tbt$ day'a wark with refiQamig 
;niy pisotoii0 to. be ifparing of fach g^,t fiibjaAa* 
.They wiH:be raided fttiititftUedaftaoqft froafteach 
oiher^ like the £unte4 chaa^Ii by tiie road Mtf 
where, the traveller was ufed to nspofisy till, after 
^fierkig up his Htde <»ifofi| he gadi^red firefli 
^iiitsfor his^joum^* I fabmit the arnuigemeiit 
of all my paper$ to the old lady, my molhorj 
hopixig thereby to come at the tafte and humour of 
^y female readers I and I think ihe feems little 
, difpofod lo iatiate them, with .&is topic# Not that 
a«^y peciqg^ caii' entertain a purer zeal than ihia 
^9fxiplacent M dowager^ for the projiagatioA of 
«eUg;io» \ b^t it is her fattipoMr to think ^t the 
S^Xf of{ profligacy is grown fp ftroog and 
m^m&xm^ thati ihould aseligioa find- its way 
4uUber# it<^o\dti be le6. lijcely to coaMnnnicate 

in 
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its own advantages, than to £hare in the reproach 
of its new connorion^* She knows how rfeligioft 
hv&fsifeA atnctaig faihionaUe phQofophers, and your 
- Khxify prcttfrfifcrt to a tf fonrfdevotloif . She mourn'a 
t6o Widr*ar gefltiine ferroW' for Ac wrongs it has 
fuffered trtm many of it* arowed' ftends, who 
have taken it under their infidious protefKon, only 
to difhionour it more at their leifure; and havie 
nfcd what influence they haire acquired over it by 
iatthleft and 'hollow profeffions, to gain credit to 
the planfible inifchicfs they prepare agaifift it^ and 
to plunder it in fecret of fome of its iatreft diftinc- 
tionsj andfinaeft confijarions^ She teUsnsC'fomer 
times, with a Cober -fort .of humour in her ^otnw 
' eciiancCijf'tnat!, inoulo ' rcligton be any how intfO<* 
educed ii\tp.the &ibi<»iable^ wc^Id, jt mig^ pome 
away fo painted, patched, and disfigured, that ftte 
'wouM hardly know it again. 

I'&nnot wondfcT much at ttly m(Jtlfey*sf iippri^ 
henfilon^ being ieiifiMe fnyfdf of 'cof'reijohderit 
*eHngs f n turning my eyes oii'-f^toh^le lill. 
Whe» we become oH, and have kh'ov^A'' the Va! A 
of religion,- we'fiitd fo much Cdmfett'aftd repofe**iii 
its-pfedges-and-aflUranceS,' and'are Kb fteif Its corf- 
£ 6 fummation 
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fuimnaUon and its rc;w^d$yChat we.ouinQt help 
regarding, this folemn and final depeudance with an 
aching and irritable aoxiety^^ For mf l^art,, I 
never leave a large company wherein doubts aod 
paradoxes hav&be€;p'. tl^owa about with, fporfiye 
temerityv without queftioning myfelf ioiaiediateiy 
as to the ftate of my mind^ whed^er s^ article of 
my &itb has been ihakfa or diflodged^. lik^^ 
^certain prime miniiler of Periia, ^vfaofacuidgmuit 
wa$}. always to. feel about for his he^d upon 
leaving. ^ audiencercjbamb^r of the, is^jgot his 
maftec , 

mmmm^ I L I 11 mmmmtmmm ■ i P _ 

-N*7. SATURDAY, MAIICH'3». 

. ■ ■ I ^ ■ ■ ' " ^ ■'■' ." " ■' ■ ' ." ' ' ?" 

« ^fci «Um/ owAfwiWdrtrfw.'*— «♦ Manf eyes fee moie Aair oirt.** 

JIt is one of the hardfft. conditio^) of my imb^ 
taking, that I muft bend my thoughts fo maiiy 
vadoufi wajfS ibr.tbe. entertainment of the. puWic* 
Lilte, a good prince^ I am expe^^iecLto.hayc no 
Civountc^s amoog. my fubj^^by J}ut to ilretchiinfr 
regards e<|j»aU| to. all. I have taken therefore the 
greateft pains, taexerofe myfeif in tbia ver&dlitjp 
^attoation, an4 haive a^ually had three cvfoiff 

Papers 
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Papers, going on zt i>necy to invure vojkK to 
.tkis dtftradioit. of light9> and perplexity of 

iT^e conftiTidn.ivlHth ftlMS^ fl^ 
times produced in nty EiTays, has been whitnii«al 
enough: upon reading over feme of them for 
•eocfedion the,ocbdc mornings I feuod Fiddler, 
£aro^ Sunday^. Princes^ Cards^ Cw^js, Curricl«^ 
.Conjurors, all in die (pace of ten lines. I had 
deKvered aa* old'maidrof twor fine children;^ I bad 
taken, il' judge off the bendvand caixied. him to^a 
bagnio. In one place, I had IumM su vtSEd at 
BimrHngjbam I and ui anocher^^Ae Difieneers were 
fttmtflied .wkh ooppeir bottsoma. Some ^eat 
.ft^tdqidniwere atchurch/for the firft time in their 
-Uvea. A mao^of iaihiohi produced aa edition of 
Antoninus ftes, in one Kne; and a grave dodlor m 
divinity led down a country dance, in the next* J 
tarried the whole Houk of Lords to Newmarket 
.ia one of my.Papere^iand^a joefcey l^rought in £Bill 
ia axiother> a. pacliamant.ima{t was put ihtD>a 
. kadea coffin,, came 0ttt prefently fi^Etsr wkh a new 
c^nftittttioi^ and was fooa foUo>iiesirby^tiie ctxnpfy 
and4inderUkeri; . Qm» «s i. Bln^ I tJobU. not 
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help Inghmg heartiljr^ to finda pctitp^mattreogtingi 
m cUouicfUweepecy in oieieiifi&iice^ and the objeft 
of his vows half-wajr up the chimney in the^negBr*} 
and a young lady, ^o had beftowed a kife upon 

•sn tiiftiqiieer,>:lB|OGiaed down, fikm after 4b^ her 

.lov.cc»' / '• •• /,'.■* 

Thei^nwre tnai^oliier ftniiige 4oiiibkiatioiiff 
«ndooiocidqaceft I fcicbag^ a-reiwvenddivineifia 
,h6of> peith39at^andai»old>90oaian mouniod inioiiii 
fmlpit} a caonnnaB^ooaaoilmait ftafting upontrtle 
i«ligiaa9^asii«a tunle filling and expanding Am^ 
fni0d« After jb ixifioitt mmber of miftaiBts anil 
vpuftitoof this ibrvi caaoe^kSaft londU^diiMd 
midtifivioiis ImfiiMfr with.fitipdfing ccoiit^fln^ 
difcrimioatiQ05Andiamnow: amvcdatiuchpeijee- 
tiw, that I eaa «Qi)nrira pjpiiod^.tBni.a AaA- 
. nwnty and begih. a &sxjy in al hop^ 4ep^ and a 



1 Mjf) mlhn^ i^afipe^itig' to Mf|l^n)|lb 'mf room 
; while iniiiassraniniig'from-Pipeir'to 
nie to bo agonia^cd by< (amt inwaad pam9 ; and 
. : a^ng- ikif 'ii^rnMich^ tend^rii^ft and concern, 
Mriil«l^qroal4'te¥^4 H^ad wia^greatx^ifity, 
'.:-'i 'i having 
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having juft completed stonoe dMree dtff^rtiu fe** 
jRnces, ^ Expaafioa of thovglit, ^hotubut and 
Tirtse, a beaotiful princafik'' This danandiaf^' 
•peared.£b ftrangc and exorbitant that diexild fady 
begM ia good eameft lo fidpoft itett nsf biain 
was injured by my late application, and was moie 
ruffled than ever I remember her to have been 
£ace the lera of th|it fital accident wfaiefa iiam)ined 
about tUrty y^art ago to. my gnat^andM^^ 
tDbatc&^ftofifier. Thistabsnt whitll 1 haircf mhm 
i«dt extraordinary pains, to acqiiire, witt eoHlri^ 
very nuidi to. render me independeaftf fo ^hac, if 
fuch as. are capaUe <^af&rding mcmKfytM^ by 
their comnuuiipaliionS) Aould be dtteMUMdft to 
ividdioldit^and dunk toftarveoie to a fummdeivl 
"AiaH (hew thein thait I can iiold out bugortbati 
'Aey imaging vpgft my ownitock* 

AnoAer vei^ ^^9a^ advantage of this my emft 
aiid inyfteiy of writing, is^Aat^ it makes me ftp^ 
rtdr to common cafnaltiest, md puts ine entirdy 
mttfoftbereadi^fall atmo^hedcatinflnence. k 
cm force myWf to be grave or gay in fpitfe of wtad 
and weather, j uft as it may fitit the interefts of toy 
Paper ; thus, upon occafion, I can rear a fmile out 

of 
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ef feafimy and atni as proud of it as is the farmer 
behind Ac 'Change ef nifing a difh of peas at 
Cbrtftmas.^ I can hiinch forth a lively Paper in 
lihe gloom of November ; and can be merry ia 
'mj'little ftudy, while my ifeighbours are ihooting 
themfelves m their bedchambers- 

i confider widi no common pity the C2& of my 
. ne^^bbour ChimonuSf who has no princtple or rule 
:oC aftioahut thcL.wBather*. He is th? mofbboim- 
' tifdl man ia the laorid In a «ieftern. breezy: and d^ 
.moft.pentt4ous iaa froft lail laft winter his. ^ndex^ 
Aaodtng was in a thick fogy.but made confiderable 
ijhM%.m the fpring^. and was iurprifingly fruitful 
Js^L the.fummer long. Laft. Wedhefday ev^mng 
.hcl^viki with me ierioufljt about: maUng bis 
will J and nex^. morning, at breakfaft, I am told, 
he talked very ftoutly of the pleafing cares of 
; v^m^f^j an4. a ypung family* Yefterd^y. week 
^t b(e^ a fine f^nibiny. morning,^, be ka^ me^a 
.Jhare.and,^ haunch of venifop, arijd his neghew at 
.college^ :ten-poand note^^ in theeiK^ning^alhower 
«f rain.determined him^ to fell out.of the funds, 
% die 4iaUQn was oa the brixik of bankruptcy*. 

'"/ ' * * ' It 
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It is a fenftble pleasure to me to contraft with 
this tempefluous dii{>o(ition of my fciend Chimo- 
nuS) the tranquil itnifbrmtty of my own life, and 
that peacefd inheritance of complexional ealmnefe 
which I receive from my anceftors, and which 
creates a perpetual Ainfl^ine in my thought?. I 
tf uft to this contentment and complacciiey of minj 
Ibr that flow of g;>od-hiiniour which it is my wifh 
to carry through my work, and that innoccncy of 
fatire, with which I would hdn attack the foUies, 
and not the perfons, of my fellow-lubjeAs. 

I Ay not wifh however my readers to imagine 
thit I hdve not yet beert aWe to ftart any contri- 
butors : I have received many kind teftimofxies of 
a good difpofition towards my undertaking from 
very uhexpe<ftc»d quarters. The other day a 
letter w^ brought me from a young noblematt, 
which I'niay perhaps iniiert for the kiftru^iop «f 
my' ft«deps, after a* thorough corr^bn ef-^^ 
fpelling:* a young gentleman commoner of one of 
our college favoured nae with a very k)flg epiftk, 
as (ootk as My Firft Number was pubUflied $ the 
back of Whi^h triU be of ufe, in containing many' 
loofe hints at^l TQemorAndUms for a futufePapw. 

SoiAe 
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Some anecdotes of greatrmeit, fuch as Lackington^ 
Wiitington, &c. hawe been obligifigly fent to ine> 
and the other day I received a very ingenious poem 
from an advertifing dentift and dancing-mafter. 
Some treatiies have been fqr warded to me on the 
price of fugarS) which I have diipatched to my 
grocoT) to make the beft ^k he can of tbem ; and 
ibine popular pre^^rhftc^ have prefented me with 
i^^rmonsy the covers x^f which ^iU be ufeful in 
.making. my common^l^e booli$« .. Some honeft 
trader^ k^e- ftnt me . prt^o&Is ta take in their 9d» 
vertifements ; tempting me with a promife <^ or-* 
«ailie|itiiig^tto9WitblittIe.c;ut8of^aErvedBac6faUs's> 
.fugarrk^voB) f au s of ifcales, bunches of gVapev^ 
and tobaccorroMf* Oae of this older entreats joie 
mieeomm^odJbis geometrical breedies; aaodi«r 
..haa ma4e.a,wig. that^will go in a letter i and a 
dtiird has. inyenied pat^t piftols- for the cure of 
:i:t4»ture^ I r<eturA my thanks to Qn.Lobb?<aod 
Qr. iGi«aiKbcv.Mity> have bean ..fo^Jupad as to fpc^m-* 
m&f^ to me their angelic fnuff for the clearing of 
spy bead, and the advantage of my Papers. A £i« 
inouSlibowman i^thp JBoroaghbqgs metoadverftfe 
Ah? pubtic, that be has juftimpoiftedtiM white 
<rr^nUnd bearst4»(taf(? to be %okio witb at any 

hour; 
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hours sind a lady wilhes h to be known thraug)i 
the channel of my Paper, that flie has an adiaifablf 
^oy for chUdren, the idea of which iii»s (uggcfted 
^ her by an iUuftrioiis perfonage, 

2 have the advantage too of a very confident!^ 
.<;c^re%ondence widi a gr$;at projeAor, who wa^ 
forn9«4y n>y ip^inat^ frj^d ;^t |jie xnlveofuy s < an^ 
who, having a vaft turn for invention, and an ex** 
traordinary fhare of -patriotifm, is determined to 
49vace.^he r^^a^D^ ^f ^ days lx>^ 4h^ public 
^fvice... . H^H (ihi^Qft« ^M^joflL oa ttewMh^ftr 

I Uiti«N)»Qp^k^^i9iy^^9defs,.n0taaateifcipomiy 
fiioquginrinoq, but as a per/Ion tdbey wiU often e»- 
.^witf^pjin the i:9Mf£^ of tbefe paporst . A^bewas 
df l<wninf)d no^ tp he bdfiiiidhand; ml mantfeflihg 
.lHRf|-egiu4.-for .hte) dU /riend, he/lio fbonerlicatd 
pf i^jHuadefOU^ing than he &nt tonm theadver^ 
tifement of an ^inent ftattoner^.whofe palronhe 
declares himfelf to be, and whom I fuijpefit to fae 
indebted to him for moft of his inventions. 

. ,,^M •• - - -• . j^ 

* Mr. Wright givts notice^' that thai $fi0f^ht 
bsdf at bis library in tbi» Strandy fpcket-b^oh for 

wrltini 
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writm^ in the darh Tkefi hois an fs contrived^ 
that a perfin may^ tuhh great eafe^ in any f^Jiure^ 
-write any thing thereon^ beginning where he left 
offi He is not even Miged ta take his hand from 
beneath the bid-clothes^ This way of writing may 
he as fivifr, lineal^ and Ugible^ as the operations of 
d^'light^ and fku/t be ej^ceeedingly uftful to pbiUfi^ 
phirt and poet^ Tin apper injlttmeni is neat a/uL 
handy:'' 

As my Utile, however,, h fuch a» to require more 
i^eviation than even thefe honourable affiftances 
afford^ I muft fttft invite thofe. whohave ^he meank 
and ^ leifiire to afford me their akl. The Greek 
proverb, %h u,w^ «^«« avu^^ applies to- my prefent un* 
<fertaking \ for one man cannot well ad a fufficient 
number of parts to Cult fomany tafl^s^ aiid com- 
plexions. ' I will therefore adopt any tubing Aat I 
.think will conduci to the' ends dl my w<]lrfc,,wbtclt 
•is to encourage- innocent mifth„ and to adtninifter 
religion^ morality, andcritt€irm> iirdie moft pa}a>> 
tahk forms. 

It is my defign, after the example^of the moft 
vciicnible of thofe i^hb have precede J'^mc m tftfs 
undeitftking^ta lit up' for a redreffer, or an avenger 

of 
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of ordioary grievaiices, ia< tbe commerce of ib« 
ctetyi audi invite parttcukurly the ladies to l&ake 
appHcation to me, when they deign to think thlt 
an old man can be of any ufe to them.. If they 
have children that torment them, or hufbands 
that n^ledi thevi, or lovers that dei^eive them, 
they may depend upon. my ai&j^ance, the mode 
of which they themfelves may prefcribc. I.pro* 
mife alfo to attend to the complaints of my own 
fex, when they do not originate in their pwn mif- 
condudk, and upon undoubted proofs being given 
that every thing, has been idone on their part 
towards the .cure of the eviL 

1 Hiall now give my reaTons for not taking 
notice of £bme requi&ions which have already 
been made to me onthe icore of grievances). &ic. 

TThelamentation of Mt. T-^— > Ac taB Irilh* 
man, on his being diiappointed of his new liveries 
on bis marriage with old Mrs. Ogleby, I considered 
as a very heavy charge, :tiU upon enquiry I difeo« 
vered, that there was a bill upon him ever ilnce. he 
wore his firft pair: of callimancq breeches^ and 
turned his peppear-and-Jalt coat to waU^ in dM pro« 
J ceffion, 
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ceffiohonSt.'Ptitrick'sdijr. WMtn mylri/h clienC 
has paid off his arrears, if his taylor Continue to 
difi^point him, I protnife to keefi no meafurcs 
ynth the delinquent* 

► .-■ . • * . . 

. Tke gentleman who compk'ms to itie thstf bis 

Sundaiy''» dinner is common^ fpoiled by the length 

of Dr* H— — r*s fermons, may at any time remove 

the grievance by begging the Do£lor*s company 

' to dinner. 

Anrnnded.lady makes aiidavit to me, that Ae 
fcarcly ever goes into pubfic, but a man of iaflrion 
attacks her with indecent converfation. She com* 
plains very bitterly of this outrage Upon decorum, 
a^d. this Gowardly aflaffinatioa, of virtue and aio« 
defty ;. but declare^^ that iheoannot be fofinga^ 
larly ill-bred as to take umbrage at any thing diat 
is offered her by fe- fine a gentleman. This iaidy 
is yet ta leacn, that to be fine gentlemen we nitift' 
begin widt heing men. of honaan She has eidiec 
forgotten^ or tiever kneiws, . that Sir PUUp Sidi^yi. 
who was efleeowd tbe moft aoconpHOedCiBjndier 
in Chriflendomf was. m lefs: oonfpicuoiis for 
the fpodefe. iategdty of bis life ; that the ^ms: 

maa 
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nuo wrote and fi^t <fegantly on the faVjeA of loEve, 
produced a v^rficui of the pfiitms^ and |>8ri&ed ia 
battle at. the age. of 32, brightading his laft mo- 
ments with a weU-*kaown mSt of chrtftiaa heroiiau 
I .would advife my fair client to improve her ideas 
of goolbreecfing by fome truer viodd than the 
one file ha$ before he% and to try a Ittde.of her 
hufband's company, who perhaps may he nearer 
the mark. I can afiure her that the true gen- 
tleman is of much nobler metal than any of our 
Swaggering youths about town ; and^ • (o • borrow* 
the phn^olthat g^ant EnglUhman whofename' 
has^ been mentioned above^ be tnuft be "diftin** 
guUhed by ^ high-ere£led thoughts, feated in* •' 
^ heart of oouBtefy,^ . 

•I , J • . . « .. .. » 
. The cfaoefemonger who* takes it IbulLtlyaliihe 
cannot obtain a gentlfimai|!:y iiasii^b&iotL of Mr.r 
Holiday the hattec, .may> apply to; .Sir Loiciua. 
O'Trotter, who lodges with a widow on Snow- 
hill, and who will be very glad to pay his bill to 
Mr* H. by difcharging the contents of his piftol 
at him. 

The 
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_, The Welfli genckman who thinks it fo bard 
diat his jokes are ^hever regarded, muft fend for a 
ffcfh pipe of Madeira, add atiothcr diih to his 
table^ and one Aorj more to his chiru 
- ■ ■ ' - ' ' 

. The young noUeman who comfdains that my 
Papers are riot merry enough, may interleave them 
with ibme fcenes out of our lateft tragedies 

The difcerniiig part of my readers will enter 
into my reafojis /or not liftening to fuch kind of 
compiaijiits, whik thej cannot byt sippl^ud my 
defign of emt>arkiag inibfeudable a career as that 
itf an avenger of wrongs. The allegations I hope 
to receive from different quarters, will greatly 
enrich my ftock of temporary matter, and bring 
me acquainted with the various ihapes of folly aiid 
ia£uny, as they ftart up with a rank and fudgpus 
iMCttciahce In t)|e walks of budnefs and pleaiure. 
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^ XAt ru Ttt rotxvltt /uaXtr« iriditv, oXov h rtfro ihaortHMlarjv 

T99 i«ufr«f ^I'^'X'"'' Z**^**"-^* "f*? *X'* "'^'*' TomwT*, etc Sk •>5(w4'*c^ 
fly irA0^ tv/btee^iMe iodi;; >^mt«c Tut^ lu/wa^i«y Xi^w t/tiT aXK« 

Makc* Anton. L. iv. Ch. lii. 

Tthtrt are tliofe who look Oat for foGtary retfeats^ fuch » hanv 
' lets, flioresy and mountain^ : you yourfelf difcover a vaft incli- 
. natioii foe fuch stbodet. All chit^ h6w«Ter> \$ a vulgar re- 
fource,^ fince in^fa^ you cah-y rhit. vetreat ^out youy to en^y k 
whenever ymi plegfe \ for no where will a man find a more tran- 
quil and abftiaded refuge than in tke r^efib of hn-own roul«« 
j^jpecially if he pofleft withjo l^mfelf a fund for that fober con* 
" tem^lation, which begets ferenity of mind. By Terenity, I 
' fa6Ui ^at tntanal .ttpoft ai the fpirita, wlijch impUes a ^ert^a 
mental c^uUibrmm and (economy, ponrts as it becomes yout 
this true retirement, and thus renew, irom-time to time, youc 
, acquainuace with yoiiifelf, 

X-iAST nighty after a day^s clofe application in 
my ftudy, I rcfolvcd to give my thoughts a little 
llretch ; and for that purpofe took a walk itito the 
fields of my neighbour Blunt. As the reader is 
already acquainted with the transformation that 
■" has been wrought in this gentleman's charadberj 
' - F he 
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he win xu>t be furprifed to hear thatl aoia£pi£«- 
fent free to range where I pleafe over his groiuids a 
and that he has aftually erefted a feat for me in 
his chefnut groves, where, to do me all poffiblc 
honour, he has caufed two ftatues to be placed, thie 
one rcprefcntiag Harpocrates, the giad of filewce, 
with his finger on his Irp, and his two feet joiiied 
together 5 while the x>thcr, in the charaaer.of 
Fame, is Wowing, a Irtde rudely, her trumpet 
iA his ear. 

The evening, however^ pf y^ftcrday was fo fine 
and tran^a, that before I vifited this confecratcd 
fpot, I amufed myfelf, in the open fields, with con- 
templating the bhie canopy ow my head, and the 
foft efFeas of light and fliadow on the waving 
corn. The auA«r of the Plurality of Worids 
has fome pretty thoughts on this fubjeft. « // 
me femhle pendant la nuit qia tatU fnt tn rep^s : m 
s'imapne qui Us Jmles marchent avec plusMfdema 
que kfiUih Us ohjeU jue U wl frifenUy Jm plus 
douxi la vue s'j arreUfhs as/enunt: tnfin^on rey^ 
miem farce qu'ak fe fiatU ^etre ^krs dans touU la 
namt Ujtuh perfitw Hcuftk a river. Peta-etre 
mugi fue k^aaeUdiijoureJi trop mifarmr, ce n'efi 

fu'un 
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^'4Mi fiUl eff «»f wtt^r ^//«^ ; mais il fi piut qui 
la vui de tdutes ces Holies^ femies confujement^ bf dif^ 
pojies au hafard en milk figures differ entesyfavorife 
Ig riverie^ far un certc^ difardrt de ptfees m Ton 
ne tambi point faru plaifir.^^ 

For my own part, I do not always feel thcfe 
laft^mentionedfeniations; mymiiiiis mwc plcafei 
With revolving the inuncnfity of a fchcme whidt" 
folds up in owe myfterioas order (his boundkft 
variety, which ftretches through eternity, and filfe 
up the meafure of exiftence. Thifs do I generally 
raife my thoughts to imagine as many entirfe 
worlds and fyftems as 1 fee little ftars above me; 
and am almoft in the cafe of the crazy pWlo- « 
fopher in Raffelas, who conceived that he had tRk 
care of the univerfe on his heasd. Laft nlgh|, 
however, my thoughts ran chiefly on the miferabtf 
lofs which thofe fuftain, whofe nolfy avoc&tions, ^ 
corifupted taftes, deny thewt thefe pleafures of coji* 
tenaplarion,.and fliut thera out fmm the lcno\»4edge 
of themfdves, and from every oppcMtunity of re- 
gulating and compofmg their thoughts by the f^u- 
tary coMf^ of their own hear^ That fti^^ 
f^^ m ibcofid (i^tj is ooly u> bo ottauifldl hf 
^ ^ ftrorfjt 
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ftrong habits of reflexion, and fevere contem- 
plation. 



I To eftiinate the anions of others, we mufi look 
into the fprings and motives of our own ; and I 
know not how this reckoning is to be made, unlefs 
in the fefcret hours of repofe and folitude. The 
Commerce of company and &fliion, in what is 
qalled high life, produces nothing but a beggarly 
confuGon of ideas, and teaches only the com* 
pleteft m thods of forgetting one's felf and- 
one's natural cicftinatipn. 

The difficulty of coming at the knowledge of 
themfelves, muft be hcceflarily greater in thoie 
daffcs of life, where fo many are ailing parts they, 
were never by. nature defigned for; where many 
ladieS) who might grace a kitchen, are greafing 
a parlour; and many fine gentlemen are wearing- 
the coats they ought to have been employed In 
ipaking. Thefe topfy-turvy difpofitions, and this 
dcfperate diforder, has ever made me turn fronci 
fitflbionable life with difguft and contempt; with a 
mixture, however, of compailion for tliofe of my 
fellow-creatures whofe lives are fquared to .this 

melancholy 
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melancholy rule, and who are conftrained to a£t: 
in fuch dull fcenes to the end of the drama. ■ ; 



It is curious to ob(erve the different ways which 
diBFerent men ufe of Ihunmng themlelveS) apd 
the ibciety of their own thoughts.. I have knovi^x 
. a perfoB confume an hour in looking over a game 
'.at cheft, without underftandlng tite moves j and 
a neighl>our of mine, being confined th^ other 
morning to his chamber by a ftight eddy w^ 
fbundbyaviiitor&r advancediahis fourth rubber 
-with three dummies. A young man of -fafhion w>ll 
tcavd you fifty mUes in fwe hours^- and kill a 
borfe 'MitwOj rdfh^ than endurje.his own compaoy 
half an hour .longer;; and I remezkibflr a concern- 
- pomiy of:mlne at coilegfc^ who would -always re- 
ferve the choofpag of a coat, or the trial of a new 
pair of boots, for a rainy morning, when there was 
greateft danger of his^ being left to hitntelf* I 
^e^ferre, that acbody cares to walk or ride^ except 
. lie can iind company ; fo that few of my country- 
men can yet go alone. Dull company, 6r any 
company, is better than our own ; and the barking 
of a cur by our fide is very ufeful in breakitig 
the .tranquil currency of thought, and producing 
F 3 that 
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that agreeable conibiioa of aund, that difirdrg dd 
fer^ies^,' erf wkich the French Phibfopher, ^juoted 
at the beginning of this Paper, was fo foncL 

I How different in the frame of his mind Irom tbe 
*yoiing men of tbe pceient (ky, was Eugenks wh(^ 
^eateft pl£a(tu*c was the cultiva(tion of his own 
thpygbts> and tbe .free indul^ncebf meditatioa! 
It was on the IdTons of hia owa mind that he 
grafted diat fine judgment in human ai^ions and 
• affairS) from which I reaped fuch profit airdamtt&-« 
meat about twentyyears ago. ButEogeniais gone$ 
and though I fhould live to a greater age than die 
old^ft of the Olive-braacbesy I neiAer Ib^ forget 
the fweetneft of his^ comiteiiance, and die matdiads 
olhis deportment* I baveftiU a pleaiure in rf^ 
coUefling tbe perfon of Eugenio: his figure was 
tall and graceful \ but his llioulders were a liide 
. rou&ded,and his hea4 drooped alitde betfweenf Aen^ij 
theefibS;, perhaps^ o£ feorow and meditation-^ >&r, 
during oujf acqiiaintance together, he was under 
tbe conftanlpreffure of bitter difappdntments* ha 
his limbs there was die fineft moulding, and a cer« 
tain fioiib about th£i») fucb as we remark in a 

. high- 



d by Google 



N«» 8; THi x^ooKER'-o^. 103 

high-bred racer: his complexion was a ruddy 
brown > his forehead am^Ie; and his- temple waa 
relieved with two or three eloquent veins, where 
the blood rofe like the mercury in a barometer, and 
betrayed every emotion of his mind* There was 
a tendernefe mixed with vivacity IaJus eyes^tbat 
was. felt and confefTed by all who converfed with, 
bim : hk air was open^ frank, and noble i his man« 
ners eafy and unconfcious j his affidaities delicate 
Vd interejfting. 

I never {ball forget an evening walk I once ha4» 
with Eugcnlo, when 1 was oi) a vrfit at hU fethcr'$ 
houfe in Sbfopfhire : it was in a little vifta,.fQrme4 
\n a ^^ood> about half a mile- from the houfe. As 
fcon as we had entered it, he took me by the 
.band, and addreffed me thus — ** As it was here 1 
« firii began to, kn^ow myfelf, I propofe hare alfo 
" to bring you more acquainted with your friend 
« than you have hitherto been. To Jknow myjlil^ 
** and to fubdue myfelf^ is the great leffon I hav« 
** learned from my commerce with the genius of 
« this^pl^e*. It was here that I felt the force of 
<* that fine comment on th^ precept of IXelphoSi 
** which Sqcrates makes to the vain-glorious A Ici*^ 
F 4 « blades, 
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** blades, ' that, as the eye fees Its image in the pu- 

* pil of another, fothe fori of man, to know itfelf/ 

* muft look into the divine foul of wifdom 

* arid knowledge, and contemplate the whole' 

* Deity threreiit/ There is no part of this ground 
•* that has not been witnefs to fbme viSory I have 
** obtained over myfelf. At the foot of diat 
** fpotted beech, I laid down my refentment 
** towards a (carldalous neighbour of ours ; near 
** that feftoon of hoiieyfuckle, I determined to lofe 
•* my right, rather than enter into a law-fuit with 
•* one' of my kindred : leaning againft the branch 

* of that elm which has grown into the one that 
•* is next to it, I determined to refufe an cftatc 
^ offered me by a rich old gentleman, in exdufioii 
** of his neareft relation : where that hornbeam 

* and that oak mix their foliage together, I 
** refdved to guard the fecret of a friend, thought 

* it fbould coft me my peace and my feelings : 
^ and where you fee that weeping birch, and that 
^ little rivulet that runs murmuring by it, (here 
** he heaved a profound figh) 1 determined, though 
*^ with many— many ftruggles, to flmn for 
•' cr the prefcncc of Amelia, on hearing that a 
** perfon to whom fee had promifed herfejf, an J 
V . ^ tt who 
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V who bad long been fuppofed dead in* a diftant 
^ country, was returning/' At thefe words, bis- 
bead funk upon bis boToniy and bis wbole frame 
underwent a.vioknt agitation;, be ftood fixed in av 
oaelancboly rey^ie for bmti mdmentsi and as I 
put my hand upoa bi% a warm tear- dropped upoii 
it^ the laft> J b2licve> be eve« flied upon this occa- 
fion* . 

I Kttic fuipe£ieJ, at that timey^ how much this, 
laft iacrifice would coil Eugenlo : he funic iiito a. 
ikttled melancholy; and every day^ I could trace 
frefh inroads on the graces of bis perfpn^iujd th^ 
integrity o£ bis undecftanding. About a montk 
before bi& depart i^re^ his dcfpondendy was' .vilibly 
abatdd, amiiMs.fpirits gcew moce trancfudl .and 
compofed i hill -mkid too- rccovei'ed its forttier 
ftrengtk ; hut there was an abftnuSlioli in his looks 
and deportment, which indicated that his peace ' 
was built upon the profpeft of a future life, and 
fioC.a i^econciliatudn with the preferit. - He never 
after fpoke tome of his love, orrdefired niy com- 
pany, in bis evening walks to the wood^ but . fell; 
by fwifl degrees, into a he<aic fever,: which ended 
in a coofiimptioii; and Eugei^o died in my arms, . 
F 5 V About 
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About sin hour before hk departure, he put f nto 
myhuiis a Mttle packet^ which I afterwards found 
to eontaia ma^ pa&ges of his life, and many let- 
ters -to his dear Amdia^ which in the courfe of my 
Papers I Iball give to the public^ to ferte as ait 
escampte to the gay youths of the prefent day, and 
tiiofe d«d[l merry fellows who conceive that folitude 
is penance,' and that reflexion is lo(s of ttme^ £vei* 
fince the death of my poor friend Eugenio, I have 
loved to indulge the nlehineholy recoHe^iHon- of 
him' til felitary moonlight walks, and \M^ ever 
entertained a particular fimcy for natural viftasf« 
I leVinfe,* metfainks^ St^Auftin die miore, becaule 
ImI^ eonverfion happened in a grove) and my 
contempt for Xeraees is leilenpd, vA^a i ^oonfideff 
that,. in pafSng through Achaia, he would noS 
permit a graver th^t vw dt#;»cedtp Jupitew to 
be vioiatecl^ but ordered his aaasy tazegaritit a» 
iacred^ 

. But for thefe meditations and redconttigS wiA 
one's f«lf| litde thdt is^ deoeiat or honourable woiAd 
ripen into adion) life wbuM be ilie Kntrehy ol 
bumours, and glory the- grave of ^irtoe. I am no 
friend t9 the Piatooie ^fftem^^ nwtiigs aiid^ kve^' 
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rics; but fomedmes to cultivate the foul, and 
dilate its capacities by fiknt thought and jnefle^on, 
is to turn our reft and indolence to account, and 
fit ourfelves fof the feafons of labour and exertion. 
A habit of fcrious dihdcing, arms us at every point, 
and plants fecuritifts round our virtue> in the 
moofient of greatcft danger, when our minds are 
caielefr su&d unbent, and n»oft acceffible to pafioa 
and vice. ' * 

I fliall cortdttde my Pkpcr of to-dtiy with: an 
agreeable little poem, though I cannot tell the 
reader how I came by it : I can only tell hitn 
it is not my own : it was among fome loofi? 
PapeiS) and caught my eye yefterday as- they lay 
on my table. T introduce it as' beiog.'applicable 
to my prrient pttrpoti?« * 

<' Says Body toMi»u>r'T>«afin2instQit% ^, 

«< We're fo n^a ly^ ;cUtc4t Jft fic*«fi cai^ agrcp j , 

«• But lead a moil WMoglif^.ftiH^e .^ af,s^ ]i^. 

<* As great plagues to each other as hufband and wife. 

*' The fault, Sir, it yours, who, with flagrant opprelBoa* 

** Incroachev'ry day on my lawful poflellioQ. 

** The bed room in roy houfe you have feiz'd, for your own» 

** And turnM the whole teaeoiea^ quite upfide down; 

f 6 f< Whilft 
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«* Whilft you honrly bring in a diror<}erly Crewr 
<« Of fagabjnd rogues, who havi nothing to do ' 

\* But CO rvnia mi out, harry *fcurry, tnd keep*. . 
*' Such « horrible uproar» I ean^t get .to flee|u- 
'' My kitchen roroetiiriei is as empty as found : 
« 1 call for my ferTtots— not one- to be fodnd \ . 
*< They all are lentopt^n your LadyChip't errand* 
^< To fetch fame more riotous guefts in^ I warrant. 
•* In flicrt, things are^oVing, 1 find ^ wovfe an* W9rle«. 
** I'm- de!«rmiAM to £jrce you to alter your courie:. 
" Poor Miifo> who [learJ all with extreme tnoderation, 
^ ThtfiQgh^icn^wtime to Ipeak^ and make her acdn(ation \*^ 
<< *Tis i who, methinksy have moft caufe to complain,. * 
<* For Ym crampt and confined like a fiaye in a ctiain; 
*< 1 did but ftep out, on fome weighty affairs, 
*< To u£t laft night viy good IHenda in the ^ars». ' " 

'< When, before 1 was got half as nigh as the m^on, 
*< You difpatch''d Spken' an(f Y»peors to hurry me down { 
*' JTtit atmh they fei^'d me, in^ midft of ,my> flight, . 
<* And ihut me in caverns as dark as the night. 
"•« *Twas no Aiore,repIy*d Body," than what you»deferv*d x 
'/< Whii« yon ramblec^abfoad, I tthome was ii^lFftatvM^^. 
*.' Andonlefs I ha^ clofe)y.con6n*d you infold, 
*** y"ou had left toe to perith with hunger aiid cold. ' ' * '. 

" Tve a friend inreferve, who thouglk flow is yet/afCy 
** And will eafe me, iays Mm p, of theiis paint I endure } 
<' Will kncck down your rood-walls, your fabric deilroy,. 
«« And leave you dspriv'd^of^ aH force to annoy j 
«< And, whilft intH« ioftTCSf dull ruins deciy, - 

*« 1 ihall foaprf>c(tychwm; •nrf'fly^frcelyaway.V 

."jIIv Lrt ;. ' .' i . v ' 

tH illsu; ; Jr.-.-, f '• > : * 
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^. Take carexF^ior tjule the war of female aiadi., ' ^ 

When l^ reflea-upoiv the great Jj|;»fluencf 
which the charafters of womea have upon the 
lives and conduft of men;, that our coiiftitatipiff 
are determined,, in a great meafur^^at our birthji^ 
that our vinfancy is moulded by their methods ' 
and maxims > that the firft ten4en<^ies of our minds 
depend chiefly upon the djre<5yo;i they give to 
.thems and that it. is in a grpat.mearure the p^ide 
and emulation ofour you,th to gaiivth^ir commen* 
dation andr^^d^ I cannot think 1 have chofea 
my part ill,, in determining to dedicate to themj^ 
great portion q^ ijfiy ^Uboiirs.. . The fpbeme gf 
education is u&ially firft confid^red in, every enr 
deavour to reform. the mariners of aa aee : but I 
look upon thi$ as only watering., thft.rpot; of th^ 
tree; while fuch labouh as have in view the im- 
provemcnt of the female worldj^ reach to the very 

nature 
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k feemed like an earthquake^ or the return of 
chaos ; and my curate could not clofe his mouth 
Upon a very fine Colchefter oyfteriTor the fpacc 
of half a minute. 

My friend the Projeftor lays dbwn a regular 
courfe of difcipline for the week, in which nothing 
feems negle£led> that can fit his hit ftudents to 
ftine in the civil, ecclefiaftical, or military depart- 
iiients» 

Monday. — In the morning, being all equipped 
in buff jackefs for the o'ccafion, they will take 
their leflbns in fencing,' to bring their mufcles into 
play aftef the i*epofe of Sandiiy. The forenoon 
will' be employed Ih'tfieir'diffeireht ftudies, accord- 
ing to di^ir different^dcftinattens; Some wfll be 
exercifed in logic and polemic divinity ; .foiiie Will 
be lectured in litigation and fdrenfi'c oratoiy V and 
others win be infthiftcd iii fortffication and giijti- 
htery.' ''The tvetiiiig wiH b?e dedicated to athletic 
b^etdfes'atid games, aniong wfifch the 'Pyrrhic 
Bancc irfuft never be omitted, iii Which, acctfrdfng 
io ancient cuftom, the young ladies yfill be armed 
with fwords of box*' 
*' Tuefdaf^ . 
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. TueJday.-'^This cby is to be devoted to pplU^ 
art$: there will .be models jn each kind exhibited 
for the dire<£Upfli i»f 'their refpe<Slive talents and 
geniuses i tare beiag tfiken (o (d^{i fuch as are 
calculated tafiU their conceptions with the fublime 
and noble. A Hercules, or Gladiator, are to be 
preferred to. a Venu^^or a' -MJobe; and the foft 
graces of a Titian or- a «Guido, mud give'place 
to. the b^der d^gijs of a^Michael Angelo^ or z 
^alvator Rofa. i So^. i0 j3nu(i^ thofe cofnpofitionf 
which iofpice-gnitid and lofty ^^^^ ^^ exclMde 
fuch. all foothe and cnerv^ta;.Md.a march^ or aa 
Indian innar-fbngv ^«<iU-be efteeme^ ^bov^ dsif pa£r 
loral orrfiuHtin^ ftr^iw:wl>.atej<er. To JWoMf the 
)>oln wift'be ^i}Mtt^i as a firftrrnti^'^ccompliflv* 
jnent in this.brancjiv . : 

... I • ' 

.. ^efiTi^^jr^-T^Matheinatics, algeln^aip.queftic^^^ 
and qhsafiStryr {^siil he tfafe qhyzSls qif this 4ay. 
In the profccution of the firft, their ambition {haJl 
always be pointed towards the quadrature of the 
xirde, and die difcovery of perpetual motion. . By 
.tbe energies of their minds. alio, we. may poffibly 
come at . the ' folution of . thkt qi^eftion ' which fo 
puzzled the monks fome age$ igo;, namely, how 
many fqHarejnchesiiiJthe jCQglp'ns below, imigbt 

fufBco 
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(uffice Ibr all the fouls that #erethere- Ix)dgpd) fo 
as for each ghoft to have elbow-room? By thei# 
efforts in chemiftry, wefliall'ttotdeipaip df^rtii 
ving at the knowle<%e of the!{it»lo<(^er'& ftone^ 
and the ingredients of Medea^s kettle, 

ThurfJuy.'^Cls&czl reading wltt take its tur^ . 
this day, in which, it muft be tismembered, Am 
j;reateft female names of anttquityai^ t» be cott^ 
fiantly held Mp to view^ fiidi* ad Semiitaiyii% StidM^ 
Thaleftris) Penthefikai and Camilla^ die ooiiii* 
uaifizid&n of vAd A -mU gire tkmm the fpkit of 
ancient hardihood, and teach, them, thein awA 
fivengtk It is proper alfi> that theyoang ladkt 
droptfaek own names of Maria^ Dorodieo, fic, 
and adopt thofe of Sappho, Erinna, Dismo^ 
phila, Cleobulina, Corinna, Telefilla, Afpafia,^ 
Laftthemia, Axiotbea,'> iiippux^iiiai Cornelia, 
Setapronia^ Pdla, Atgetitairia^ Qomiliday and 
Sulpha. 

Frtda^-^-ThiB day will be • divided' between 
poetry, oratory,, and the 'polite languages* In 
poetry, the lyric will be preferred for iti'iire and 
irregularity; unlels, perhaps, the feminine verfe, 
which conMs of thirteen f^hibles, be judged tuove 

favourable 
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favoorabfe to female volubility, which it will be 
the objeft of this inftituti6n to promote^. Thrfs 
has Mr. Pope thotight proper to make Camtlfti 
^ &y o'er th* unbending corn" with a longer traiii 
-of (yilkbles than an ordinary pcrfon, to ^ive dignity 
to her ftride, and Ipring to her'a(ftivity. Their 
priacq^ai fubjeds wi41 be chofen in a view to die 
terrible and fublime ; fuch as, the burning of Per- 
fepolis9 the labours of Hercules, the difcoveryof 
Achittsi, dMP murder of Orpheus, the fp'ellk of 
Medea«'-^n. oratory, tfte vehemence of Demof- 
Aenes^ will be chiefly commendable, into wh^cfa 
they may throw aa much of rire fpleen of the fat!- 
rift as they pkafe-^ taking, care always to be fitffl* 
cieiitly long ; for i«*ich reaibn we fliall recommenil 
to their imitation thole Britifii fenators only who 
ca» perfift for. four hour» together. The living 
language wiU be eminently ufcftrl to bur fair dif- 
ciples, in exerciiing their organs fo varioufly, that 
the moft rattling and tremendoiis word&' wHl give 
them xiOk pain in the utterance ; and by being thus 
enabled to multiply found, and ring changes on the 
iame idea, they nwty fill up every interval of con- 
veriation, to the entire exckilioa of mdh impei^* 
tinence. 
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5a/«rirjf— muft be left whole for political en- 
quiry: the conduft of perfoxis in power will be 
rigoroufly canvafTed; andfuchas have brought £he 
nation to the brink of ruin, fhall be burned or be- 
headed in effigj. A rigid difcipline fhall be main-i^ 
tained to-day; and fomething will be faved to the 
inftitution in the banyan beverage of black .bro^ 
andoabns* 

firiMisy.— Devout txercifes wiU conftitute the 
bufinefs of to-day : two by two they fliall march 
to church twice a day, fuffer.ing their lines to be 
broken by no Sunday cavaliers ; nobly afiej-ting 

^e wall, as the moft powerful, and not claiming 
it as the weakefl* In the evening, their ardour 

. will be called forth on difputed points ^ in the courfe 
of which, if any quarrel take place, the deciiion of 
it will be poftponed to Monday morning. 

My friend /had faid a great deal more on eadi 
day's employment; but the limits of aiy gpaper 
oblige me to content myfelf with mentioning only 
. the moft remarkable particulars. He dwells znuch 
.on the neceffity of making an entire alteration in 
the mode of their drefs, which he wiflies to. hp 
fendered as expedite as poffible, and compatible 

witlik 
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with the fulleft play of their mufcles and propor- 
tions; and thofe who are deftined to military lives 
are to be arrayed like the ^Jiorentes are caterva^* 
or brazen troops of Camilla. In the article of food, 
the firmeft aliments, and thofe which throw in the 
greateft nourifhment, fhould in all cafes be pre- 
^rred : and according to him, the morning, noon, 
and evening repaft, fhould all confiitof folid meat, 
or marrow puddings, diluted with home-brewed 
ale, or ftout 0<aoben 

Tea is entirely baniflied from his ideal republic, 
as only fit to pleafe the mafculine effeminacy of 
male houfewives. He makes it a great point, that 
their games fhould te the mofl athletic and robufl j 
fiich as wreftiing, colts, cricket, hop-fcotch, and 
Hunt the devil to Hiigligate. 

Whether our ProjeSor will ever bring this 
laudable plan to b^ar, is yet a doubt with me, 
notwithftanding the fondnefs of the age for novel- 
ties and inverfions. I am fure, however, my filend 
will put forth all his might, in a caufc which he 
l)as fo much at heart. 

As 
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As his plan is to be krd very broad, he hH 
formed a club of Bill-of-Rigbts Women, wbobaiF^ 
drawn up a Magna Charta, or Cbarta Forefta,. 
:ivbix;h Xhay prppofe to fend to the heads of the 
nadoD, by whom if they be not weighed as they 
gould wife, they will throw ictto the lighter balmice 
the fword of Brennus, For my own part, betn^* 
an old man, and fomewhat tcmorous, I do not enter 
ipto tbb ingenious plan wijljb all d^e warmth it tnay 
drferve : I have been fo lopg ufcd to love my 
country-women in their ufual forms, that I do riot 
like to hazard any cbaifige) n(»' am I fiire they 
would be gainers by the promotion, «or I might 
perhaps be tempted to become of their par^, out 
of pure love and' veneration. I am a friend to the 
fenfe of th^t epigram which reprefents the nalce/d 
Venus as more formidable than Pallas with he^ 
ihield and buckler. 

My mother is deqidecUy agaijift the fcheme, and. 
laifes her voice abpve her, lUval tones in ^^in^ 
abou^ it. She xeminds me, ijiat Rome (forthe old 
lady> is «a little ef a claiffix:, wi^ut deih-ing to be 
thought one) was refcued from lyo imminent 
cataftrophc$ by the blandifliments of her fex; 

alluding 
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ftlhidkig tO' the ftorjr of Coriolaiius's wife and 
laoebec, :wlia^«rAed that exafperated chief from hia 
fMbftl purpofe hy their tears and entreaties ; and 
diat of th&£abine l«die% w)io reconciled by- dit 
fame means two furious armies, on the point of 
falling upon each other. - 

.1 ikfikho^f^y^h wait till I iee the efifi£fe of mf 
CorrelpQi^da^t's plan, bolbre I deiclare myfelf more 
deeid^d^ ^Wt it a stod (hall remain in tran^il 
fttipface tm I fe^ a rog^nt of female dragQon% 
a«>da ymmi9n\iti9tnmi^iiat^ LordM^for's fliom 
We are mu^h afcaid tbat a few of theie ipirited 
female adveaturers wiU claim to be admitted into 
lH«r clgi) ^..foDfame^f our old badielors^ wfaopique 
tbeix«(clve9 gi»atl)^.ii|[^oa 1^^ wjoidd be 

very xmichiCbagfUied atiibeiqg forced t^pona refuilal* 
Mr.. , Baoial^: tbo churchwarden^ whq is a very 
plaiA fp^er u^a all occafions, and very jealous 
of the credit of qik foctet}r,^ .railed th^. echo three 
tiiws. ^Inmt it laft mght> and paid a giiinea ior 
docbriiig^iwab a >tfi^3[|endou^oat|))-tbathe would 
nev^ give »p. t^ exchifi^^ unalten^e, hcaedir 
taryr%t^ of; wearing hreedies, which be concei- 
ved. tO'bQ taiinfix«itt^ to us jtiyrougb as lan|^ a Jioe 

of 
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of anceflty as any privilege wetenjoy, aliid as (acred 
as our property and our lives. But I Will venture 
to break in'upon Mr. Barnaby's haranguei for che 
lake of introdcidlig a litde ftory, which fome of 
my readers may be pleiifed with. 

One of the latcft European travellers to the in- 
terior parts of South -America, as he purfued his 
journey along the famous river Orelana, in the 
i^ountry of Amazonia, camei^ with an old man 
^ho was employed in cat<jii1ig tortbi(es«- He put 
many queftions to )iif^ aildi found him very coa^ 
municative and full of infoilnation* Ambiig other 
unecdotes, he obtained from Mm the foltbwinjj^.— * 
in thfe^ centre of the mouiftalns of Guiana, lived 
ft nation tf Coi^nontain SeMuima (women without 
hufbands), who had feparated 'themfdves entirely 
from menj and went about in armed troops* 
Though th^y admitted the mide^ among them once 
a year, yet they abftained from forming any 
attachments; and.it was One of their 'mdft iacred 
and inviolable la^, that ne^ conhexions>fiiculd 
be imad^ at every freflai intcrtourfe widv-our fcx^ 
The offspring, if male, was fent to the finther, to 
be educated by him ; if female^ it was brought ^ip 
^^5 by 
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by the mother. The favourite ornament of thefc 
female warriors was a certain green gem, which 
they found in great abundance on the other fide of 
a river called the Black river; and hither the 
young women of quality ufed to repair every 
month in armed bodies, in fearch of this decora- 
tion of their ears and wrifts. 

It happened on a certain day, as fome of the 
flower of the Amazonian maidens were out on this 
errand, they fell in with a troop of Indian youths, 
who were going on an embafly to a neighbouring 
tribe. The young men were fo ftruck with the 
beauty of thefe adventurers, that they immediately ,. 
laid at their feet a part of the prefents with which 
they we»e loaded for the purpgfes of their ccMn- 
miiSon. The defire of pleafing each other foon 
became mutual, and grew fo rapidly, that the 
next day they joined in building little temporary 
cottages on the fpot. Every month they met 
together at the fame place, where the ftrifteft 
decorum was preferved. The women flept always 
in feparate lodgings j their heads repofing on their 
bucklers, and their feet covered with the fleeces of 
the lama, the prefents of their lovers. The youths 
Vql.I. G alf^ 
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alfo aififted them in gathering the green gems^ 
aod were delighted with tlie occupation of deco« 
rating their perfons an^ their arms with the coil- 
lieft they could find. At every frefh meeting they 
brought with them the plumage of green parrots 
for their helmets, and chains of lion's teeth for 
their necks and wrifts} not forgetting to load 
themfelves with prefents oi fifli and venifon, and 
fruits of the faireft kinds, fuch as guavas, bananas, 
pomegranates, and pine-apples* By the force of 
thefe affiduities, they obtained a promife from the 
female warriors^ to choofe them for their tempos 
rary hufbands, when the time fhould arrive which 
was appointed by the laws of the Amazonian (late 
for theintercourfe of the fexes. 

This moment at length came, and their tender 
engagements were faithfully performed* The ihort 
interval allowed them was paiTed in the fbndefl 
endearments ; but at the end of the fourth day th^ 
terrible order for feparation was iiTued, and pro* 
claimed by the rattling of their fpears againft their 
corflets,'and fuch funereal ihouts as it was their 
cuftom to raife in forrow for departed friends* 
They took a final leave of each other, never to 

meet 
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meet again but in the land of fouls. The male 
pledges of their loves were fent back to the fathers; 
and the females were brought up by the mothers, 
for the fupply of the commonwealth. 

It fo happened) that, in the courfe of fome ten 
years, a war broke out between the very tribe to 
which thefe Indians belonged, and the nation of 
the Amazons. After many defperate encounters, 
and a great deal of bloodfhed, the men proved an 
overmatch for the women, burned and laid wafte 
their country, and advanced towards their laft 
town, with minds prepared to revenge their fallen 
aflfociates. The little devoted capital was thrown 
into terrible confternation $^ the air was filled with 
the fhrieks of helplefs virgins, miferably murdered 
by their own mothersj to fave them from the 
bloody hands of an exafperated enemy. 

In the midft of this cruel difordcr, one of thofe 
r^ry women who had been made mothers in the 
amorous adventure with the Indian youths, wag 
infpired by her guardian fpirit with a thought that 
faved the remnant of her countrywomen. Gather- 
ing together all ihe could muftcr of her comrades, 
G 2 who 
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who had Ihared in the expedition after the green 
gems, (he made a fhort harangue, full of the 
moft touching remonftrances, on the neceffity of 
laying afide all meaures of refiftance; and be- 
fought them vehemently to try what the force of 
nature might do for them, and the tender pleadings 
of thofe bofom recolleftions which their prefence 
muft awaken in the minds of their former lovers. 
Scarcely had flie finiflied, when, actuated by a 
common fpirit, with a fhout that ran along the 
mountains in ominous echoes, they all threw away 
their targets of canes, and their half-moon buck- 
lers, and rufhed out with naked breafts to meet 
the enemy. The novelty of the fight arretted for 
fome moments the march of the Indians. A 
folemn filence prevailed; taking advantage of 
which, the forlorn females raifed their voices, and 
called upon their temporary hufbands, and the 
fons of their pleafures and their vows, repeating 
their names, and reminding them of the crowns 
of parrots feathers, and all the pledges of their 
former loves. 

As thefe Indians were originally a Peruvian co- 
lony, they had inherited a portion of that foftnefs, 

and 
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and humanity of chara£ter, which diftinguifhed 
that tranquil race. When they beheld the offspring 
of that tender rencounter, and thofe breads which 
they had prefled fo often with fond delight, /their 
heads fell upon their bofoms, and their axes drop*- 
ped from their hands; they rufhed forwards, and 
embraced with enthufiafm their wives and tlieir 
mothers, and fpared for their fakes the remains of 
the Amazonian nation. Admooiflied by this event, 
tfaefe warrior women relinquiihed their bows and 
Aeir fpears, and refolved in future to truft mor^ 
to their weaknels than their ftrength, to their tears 
than their arrows, to their extended arms than to . 
their half-moon bucklers, to their foft bofoms than 
their adamantine corflets : and, whatever impofing 
travellers may relate, there are no more fuch people 
to be found in th^ mountains of Guiana. 

N^ 10. TUESDAY, APRIL 10. 

*• Stuhltia pUrumque cxitio g/?."*— .<« Foolery U often fatal.!' 
TO THE REV. SIMON OLIVE-BRANCH. 

s^R> -^^72, 1792. 

Y OUR great predeceffor, the Speftator, has 

noticed the cuftom,even in his time an ancient one, 

of diftinguifliing the firft day of the prefent month 
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by the praAice of what has always been called 
^ making April Fools/' It is his idea, that -the 
pleafure we feel from this exercife of our under- 
Aanding is nothing more than a feIf«-iatisfa^on, 
which is excited in our bofoms by the difcovery of 
another's difparity. Such a pride, however, one 
fliould be tender of condemning too widely, left, 
on examination, it ibould be found, in fome fliape, 
or with fome modification, at the bottom of moft of 
our great exertions and great achierements : yet 
diis pride, when it can triumph in the over* 
throw of a perfon unprepared, xan conftnte fim- 
flmty into ignorance, and be content with fiich 
equivocal pwoh of liiperiority as the fucceffes of 
artifice and untruth, muft be of a very ordinarj 
and unpcodu&ivt kind : in its higher degrees, it is 
cruel 3 in its lower, contemptibly 

How it has happened that a particular day ha» 
long been appropriated, though by no means ex- 
clufively, to the exercife of this amufement, and 
why the firft of April was deftined to that purpofe, 
I leave to the inveftigation of antiquaries ; ha- 
zarding only one .conjefliure, that at fome very 
remote period the worfhippers of the (Joddefs Folly, 
the idlers and wltli^S^ 9^ ^^ world, in imitation 

of 
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of Other heathens, eftablifhed this anniverfary ce* 
lebration of their deity ; and perhaps fotne analogy 
may be traced between the facrifices of the an- 
cients, and the offerings which Folly's votaries 
cohtinue to heap before her altar oh this her high 
feftival : nay, though the heathen fyftem of theo- 
logy Is long ilnce exploded, this deity finds her 
power over the world by no means on the decline : 
and while Venus is no longer invoked by our 
belles, while pickpockets forget their obligations 
to Mercury, and Neptune isnegledled even on his 
own element^ Folly has fplendid temples in every 
cityj priefts in every family, and whole hecatombs 
ef human victims (if yon allow theexpreffibit) 
fwell the honourfs of her red^ktur day^ 

What led me into this train of thought, was aa 
accidental vifitwbich I^paid yeflerday toan old 
acquaintance> formerly a domeftic in the family of 
my grandfather, and by him eftablifhed, above 
forty years ago, in a little ihop, where he has found 
means to. acquire a decent fubfiftence. When but 
a boy, as I have heard my father' fay, he wa» 
efteemed an oddity by all the neighbourhood, and 
always had » ftrong propcnfity to little mifchie- 
G + vous 
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vous exploits. He would ftalk through the church- 
yard at night, wrapped in a table-cloth ; he would 
hide the maid's fhoes, blacken his face to frighten 
the children, and greafe the firings of the chap« 
Iain's violin. Indeed, my grand-father, though he 
had a regard for the boy, was at length obliged 
to difcard him, for faftenihg his grand-aunt Anna 
Maria's lappet to the chair, while ihe fat at dinner, 
to her utter confufion as foon as ihe attempted to 
quit her place. 

I found him in the little apartment behind his 
Ihop, with a large book open before him, in which. 
be feeiiied to have been writing ; and on the back 
of which was lettered, not unaptly, as will appear 
from what follows, D ay-Book. 

He obferved that he had been j uft bringing up his 
accounts to the clofe of yefterday 5 but added, with a 
/hake of the head, " How unlucky it is, it fhould 
** have happened on a Sunday ! —I fhall be below 
". par this year — I believe I may fay without va- 
** nity," faid he, feeing me fomewhat at a lofs to 
underftand him, ** that there is not a tnan in the 
** parifh who makes fo many fools as myfelf. 

« Why, 
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« Why, Sir, I have averaged, for the laft fourteen 
" years, thirty fools per annum; and it would have 
" been more, but for that plaguy gout which con- 
•* fined me laft fpring.— Ah ! it was a great lofe 
•* to me ; I had not a fingle fool, except my apo- 
** thecary's apprentice, whom I fcnt to the upper 
•* end of Iflington to get me fome genuine panti'- 
" lum pulverofum-^^hMt then the year before was 
** a plentiful year, a very plentiful year— Do, Sir, 
" let me read you my journal for the firft of April 
" in that year." I aflented— he put on his fpec- 
tacles, and read as follows. 

** ift April, 1790.— Got up early this morning (o 
** prepare for bufmefs— Sally ftilla-bed — Flung 
^^ the watchman a {billing out of the window, 
** to rap at my door, and cry /r/— Sally ftarted 
*« up in a fright, overturned my beft wig, which 
<* flood in the paflage, and ran into the ftreet 
« half naked — Was obliged to give her a Ihilling 
** to quiet her. 

" TenoVlock.—- Sent a letter to Mr. Plume, the 

** undertaker, telling him that my neighbour 

*_* old Frank Fuz, who was married on Monday 

G 5 « to 
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<^ to his late wife's ftep^daughter, had died fud^ 
« dcnly fcift ni^tH-Saw fix of Plume's men 
. ^ go in, and heard dd Fuz very loud with 
<* them« 

^< Invited ail our Club to dine at Deputy Drip^ 
^ ping'% and invited him to dine with Alder- 
« man Grub, at Hampftead. — N, B. The 
^ Alderman is on a vifit to his fon^in-^law in 
*« Kent. 

•« Twelve o'clo€k.«->Re€eived an order, in the 
^ name of a cuftomer in EfTeX) for fix pounds of 
^ fnuiFj to be fent by the coach — Smoked the 
^* bite, and kicked the meilenger out of the 
^ ihopa«-*N« B, Not catch old birds, &€• 

^ One o'clock.— Afraid Sally would play fdme 
** trick upon me in drefling my dinner: fowent 
" to get a fteak at a colFce^houfe— Chalked the 
** waiter's back as he gave me my change.—— 
•« N. B. Two bad Ihillings. 

^ Aflced an old woman in Cheapfide^ what was the 
«* mauer with her hat ?— She took it ofF; and 

« while 
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« while I was calling her Aprihfool, a b6y ran 
^ off with fny handkerchief in bis hand. . 

<* Tapped a bluc-fchool boy on the fhoulder, and 
" aflced wh^t he had got behind hiro ? H^ an- 
« fwered, A fool— The people laughed at this : 
^ I did not fee much in it. 

«* Three o'clock,— Sent Sally to the Tower to ke 
** a Democratj carried the key of the ceUar ^th 
^ her, and fpent me half a croWn in coach hire/ 

" Gave Giles my fliopman a glafe of brandy which 
<* he took for a glafs of wincw Giles unabtfr tb 
** attend ihop the next day." 

I readily prevailed on my old acquaintance to 
give me a copy of this diary, on my promifing to 
tranfmit it to you. It was with more difficulty I 
drew from him, that his neighbour Fuz never froth 
that day bought any more tobacco at his fhop ^ 
and that, two days afterwards, he received a letter 
by poft, from his Effex cuftomer, threatening him 
with an a&ion for aflaulting his fervant, and 
ordering him to furniih his bill immediately: that 
G 6 the 
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the dub had fent him to Cfiventryy and that he had 
loft Deputy Dripping's intereft for the office of 
Churchwarden, to which he then a(pired. 

But (to quit my old acquaintance and his diary) 
even this cuftom, Sir, abfurd as it is, will aiFord 
the moralift a topic of ufefiil inftrufbion : the 
danger of credulity on the one hand, and of over- 
caution on the other, may be inferred from the 
exploits of an April-day fool-maker. The young 
and inexperienced will find this one day, within the 
circle of their own acquaintance, no bad fketch of 
the world as it is every day, and in every age : 
much deception, much wifehood ; every body fuf- 
picious of his neighbour, and every body more 
ready to join in the (hout of triumph at an inftance 
of fuccefsful impofition, than to unite in detedling 
and punifhing the deceiver. The praAical pro- 
feflbr of this honourable art too, if he have any 
fenfe remaining, may take an ufeful hint, that, how- 
ever fuccefsful he may be, he is open to the feme 
impofition from his more ikilful brethren ; and 
that ridieule, when it falls on him, will fall with 
augmented force -y at all events, that this contemp- 
tible and vulgar talent^ Aough in feafon but for a 

day, 
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day, may produce moft lading efFeds ; and that a 
friend may be loft, and an enemy created, by the 
momentary triumph of ill-founded pride and baf- 
tard humoun 

OCTAVIUS- 



The letter of Mr. Oi^avius was read at our 
fociety, and judged worthy of admiffion.— - 
Mr. Barnaby and Mr. Blunt ipade fome trifling 
objeftions, which were foon over-ruled by Mr. 
Allworth. I was tempted almoft, myfelf, to 
enter a claufe in favour of thofe induftrious 
mechanics, whofe turn to be witty comes round 
only once a year. I own, it has fonietimes given 
me a fenfible pleafure to contemplate, among the 
petty triumphers of this one day, thofe worthy gen- 
tlemen who have ferved as butts all the other 364. 
The muddy-headed part of fociety, or what Lucian 
calls the vaxm rvf ai^^m, muft be kept in good 
humour with themfelves, or they will not proceed 
with cheerfulnefs and a<aivity in the duties of life 
which they are defiined to fulfil. I think there- 
fore, that in regard to this defcription of men^ 
there is a degree of injuftice and impolicy in dif- 

couate- 
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countenancing their jokes, and in refufing to opea 
our gates to them for twelve hours, while wv 
fport without fcruple on iheir manors as long aa- 
it is convenient. 

I am very eafy myfclf in this particular ; and, if 
It were not for the dignity and interefts of my 
calling, the whole parifh might try their wit upon 
me, fo long as the effefls of it were confined to 
the firft of April ; and I think there would be no 
gifeat fear of tiieir Jafting much longer, as, for want 
of Attic fait, thefe jokes do rarely keep above a day. 
I am a voluntary martyr to the facetioufnefs of an 
old maid-fervant who afts in quality of houfe-* 
keeper, at every return of this Saturnalia ; for 
thefe twenty years (he has regularly fent us up 
a pie with nothing but the cruft, and my mother 
»nd myfelf as regularly fall to, as if we had fet our 
hearts upon thia part of the dinner alone. If fh6 
ihould ever throw up thislong-eftatilifhed cuftom, 
which j(he holds by a fort of charter, we fliould 
feel much chagrined at the difappointment, and 
regard it as one of thofe ominous lapfes of time^ 
in which fome cement is loofened^ or feme prop 
fuccumbs, to warn us of the fuin of the fabric 
oflife«> 

Yet, 
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Yet, although this holiday humour may, I thinks 
be fairly allowed to a certain defer! ption of pcrfons, 
whofe play is innocent, and whofe jokes are power- 
Jefs, yet is it a dangerous engine in die hands of 
thofe who have malice enough to meditate mif- 
chief», and virit enough to render diem fuccefsfut 
In fuch a cafe, however, the vi£tor has nothing but 
a Jaugh to fupport him, and the vanqutfhed has 
nothing to fhame him, unlefs truth and unfufpicion 
can do it. It is in hA in this inftance a difgrace to 
be triumphant, and an honour to be defeated. Yet 
the mere momentary feelings of the parties are no|; 
alone to be confidered i for, as my correfpondent ob- 
ferves,very folid mifchiefs may frequendy refuit from 
this meretricious mirth. I have feen an amiably 
woman ferioufly difordered by the falfe alarm it has 
occafioned her, and many a. very manly mind has 
been difqualiiied for the bulinefs of the whole day 
before him, by fome dreadful intelligence at his 
entrance into the breakfaft-room. But, bcfides 
all this, it is ever a dangerous thing to tamper with 
truth ; and, however good-natured our meaning ' 
may be, the habit may take root in the moft dimi- 
nutive trifles, and may gain upon us under the 
cover of various denominations and excufes, till it 

ufurps 
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uiurps a leading influence on our condudl and de^ 
portment. 

There is furely fomething factcd in fimplicity, 
and no well-conftituted mind can bear to abufe it t 
to one of this make it is like leading the blind into 
the ditch> to fofier the miftakes of a perfon iu order 
to opprefe him with ridicule. The world with its 
difappointments is quick enough in wearing away 
the (anguine and ingenuous bloom of our iho^ights, 
which we bring with us at firft into the commerce 
of mankind. Let us leave it therefore untouched 
as long as we can, and reverence it as a teftimony 
diat does honour to^ur nature, and the original 
conftitution of our minds. 



No II, 
d by Google 



N^ II, THE LOOKER-ON. I37 

N**!!. SATURDAY, APRIL I4. 



Jj>fi ordo afmalrum medkcriter mi retinet quafi enumeraticne faflorum ; 
at viri Jape excelltnth atic'ipita •variique cajus kabent adtnirattonenif 
expeffaticnemi Utiiiam^ pio/eftiam^ fpem, timorem, Cj c x r o« 

Annals, by their very naturC) can intereft us but little more than 
almanacks ; but the changes and dlftrelTes in the life of an excel* 
lent chandlery raife in our bofoms admlradon, expe^atloo, joy, 
iorroyf, hope^ fear. 

At is a common cuftom with me, when my 
mother, is gone to bed, to take up feme entertaining 
book for a quarter of an hour, in order to fteal my 
mind from the weight of this undertaking, which 
otherwiie would fo opprefs my brain, that I fhould 
not be able to take my due reft; for there is a fort 
of tenacity in one's thoughts that makes them ad- 
here to what they have been exercifed upon, in fpite 
of one's felf ; jiift as iron which has been rubbed 
upon aloadftone, is drawn towards it with a greater 
force of attraction. 

The other night, feeling myfelf in the predica- 
ment I have been defcribing, I took up the firft 
book that offered itfelf, which happened to be a 

volume 
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volume of Tacitus. It opened itfelf at the paffage 
at the end of the life of Julius Agricola, where the 
author pours forth his feelings in that pious apo*- 
ftrophe, and fums up, in a kw fentehces, all that is 
great or amiable in the human chara£ter» Ther^ 
is fomething in thefe unbought teftimonies of 
genuine praife, that reaches to the hearts of thofe 
who are fimple lookers-on ; and I always feel that 
I have this advantage over the parties themfelves, 
that, whereas they can have but. a fingle obje£t of 
admiration or gratitude^ I can venerate and adAiire 
both at the fame tim^ and feel a double portioft 
of fdn£bility and delight 

This is one among the many feafons, whtd» 
render biograf^y the moft agreeable kind of 
reading in the world* It is the bufinefs of Hiftofjr 
to trace, through a long fucceffion of events, thd 
remote relations of caufe and efFed, to mark the 
diflfercnt gradations in the progrefs of fociety, 
and to hold out to man the humiliating leffon of 
national viciffitude; but Biography is ftudious of 
finding out the paths which lead to our fineft fen- 
fibilities, and by acquainting us with the domeftic 
tnxilbStionSj introduciiig us to the private hours, 

and 



d by Google 



No II. THE L00KER-0?r. 139 

and difclofing.to us the fecret propcnfities, enjoy* 
ments, and wcakneffes of celebrated perfons, in- 
creafe our fympathy in proportion to our intimacy 
with the objcft held up to us, and heighten our 
curiofity with the touches of affection and 
intereft. 

Even in the contemplation of characters emi- 
nently flagitious, from this clofc infpeftion afforded 
us by the minutenefs of biography, we feel a 
gloomy fort of (atisfa^ion, in ttritnefEng their mio* 
ments of Fcmorle and forrow, and (as die heart h 
rarely abandoned to total depravity) in tracing out 
thofe folitary features of humanity, which fave the 
blank and kopelefs extinfiion of all virtue^ But if 
diecharaAer held up to our Trewbefoch as to eall 
forth our love and admiracion, our ardours and fym<* 
pathies are excited with fo much the greater veke«^ 
mence, as tbey are accumulated upon one chjeOi^ 
like the rays of the fun cclhStei kito a focmS. 
Nothing is more pleafihg than thus to gain a di^ 
^in<Sl and fteady view of thofe of whom we have 
hitherto caught only a tranfient glimpfe, through 
the medium of hiftory, amidft a crowd of co.itend* 
ing objects i to be able in a manner to cr^Gt for 

our 
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our favourite hero a feparate altar, and to ofFer 
up at his ibrine peculiar adoration and appropriate 
honours. 

The advantages of biography in a moral view 
are no lefs apparent : for as our fympathies are 
more ftrongly excited, when our attention is drawn 
towards a fingle objeft, than in the more curfory 
and crowded profpeAs of human anions, in the 
£une proportion is the fimple and narrow courfe 
of biography more capable of aiding the caufe of 
virtue, than the more extended and oftentatious 
plan of hiftorical compolltion. 

Our refpefl: for biography is ftill farther in- 
crefifed, when we confider that a prevailing tafte 
for it is fome indication of the good difpofitions of 
an age, as it argues a fpirit of emulation, and a 
general admiration of virtuous excellence : ^ Ifirm 
*' tutes iifdem temporibus optime eftimantur quibus 
" faciUime gignunturJ* ^' Virtues have moft credit 
'^ given to them in tiiat age which is moft fertile 
" in producing them." But thefe advantages do 
not of neceflky arife out of biography, but depend 
entirely upon its proper management and cultiva<- 

tion. 
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tion. Its faireft opportunities, and nobleft defigns, 
may be defeated and loft, by a negled): of thofe rules 
and principles to which it (hould ever conform, or 
without a competent (hare of genius and penetra- 
tion» The choice of incidents, the developement 
of charafker, the arrangement of matter, the har- 
mony of colouring, the feafonable introduction of 
(ubordinate a£tors, and the due gradation of con- 
fequence beftowed upon them, are eflentials in this 
fpecies of compofition greatly beyond the reach of 
ordinary capacities ; and the delicacy and difEculty 
which attends it, have been fignally proved, in the 
many unfuccefsful attempts which have been made, 
to should into an intereding and impreffive form, 
the memoirs of a very virtuous and wife, though • 
partial and auftere character, of the prefent age. 

What at firfl: view may appear to be a confi* 
derable advantage in the nature of biographical 
writings, may ultimately prove a fource of much 
inconvenience. The exemption to which it feems 
intitlcd, from the graver and chafter rules of hi- 
ftory has caufed many to abufe this indulgence, 
and to fell into the extreme of irregularity and 
licentioufiiefs. They have thought it enough to 

fcrape 
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firrape together a loofe and undigefted ma(s of 
anecdotes, without attending to the great points 
of arrangement and colouring; they have heaped 
a pile of fads together, without troubling tfaem-^ 
feives to obfcrve if they united in their conclufions: 
fo that the reader is at laft abandoned to his own 
unaided judgment, and undecided opinions, unable 
to reconcile the multifarious colle£tion of contra* 
didory elements, and incongruous parts* 

It is true the varieties of every man's condu<St) 
when viewed at different times, and under different 
circumftances, prefent an unaccountable medley 
to the fuperficial obferver ; but fuch as ftudy huctuUY 
nature attentively, and examine deeply into the 
motives and fpirit of human a£tions, difcover a 
latent order and analogy in thefe contradidory ap'^ 
pearances, and perceive that the fame paffions of 
the human breaft produce very different effeds 
and phaenomena in different fituations, while the 
fyrings and principles are ftill the fame ; and that 
we ftill propofe to ourfelves the fame ends and 
gratifications, while we frequently chajige our 
modes of purfuit, and adopt various, and even 
cppofite meansj as^ expediency or humour diredb.* 

To 
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To make up a perfe<Sb whole^ and to afford the 
mind an opportunity of deducing thofe general 
Conclufions on which it is ever fo fond of repofing, 
to unfold the leading principles of a£i;ion in the 
cbaradiier under contemplation) and to fingle out 
thofe fa(9:s and incidents which exhibit the princi-* 
pal obje& in the fulleft point of vie w, is the proper 
taik of biography ) our refpe^ for which is height 
tened by t^us confidering its extent and importances 
and we cannot but ajlow that it exercifes a great 
portion of tafte and. imagination^ and combinea 
the excellencies of robuft and folid parts, with 
thofe which fpring froi^ brilliant capacities and 
delicate perceptions. 

f It is worth while alfo to remark with what 
advantage this fpirit of biography will fometimes 
enter into the plan of hiftory, the moft attraftive 
and animated parts of which are often thofe partial 
delineations of fele£t and favourite chara6^rs, 
where the vehemence of admiration overcomes the 
general fobriety, and equal tenour, of hiftorical 
reprefentation, and the heat of the writer's bofom 
prevail^ above the ceremony of ru^es, and fhews 
itfelf inbold and enthufiaiii.cal touph^sof extraor-* 
dlinary fplendor. ' 

Tbefe 
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Thefe hints upon the nature and' rules of bio- 
graphy, came from my friend Mr. AUworth's 
mouth, at the laft meeting of our focicty, where 
the converfation happened to turn upon that 
fubje£l; and as they appeared to be judicious) 
I put thefn together as well as I could remember 
them, for the entertainment of my readers. I 
certainly have often felt the truth of my friend's 
obfervation, in reading fome of our beft hiftories» 
I love thofe genuine paflfages in which the dignity 
of the hiftorian gives way to the feelings of the 
man, and the heart confpires with the head in the 
eulogy or vindication of a great and virtuous 
charafter. This will only be permitted, however, 
to a grave and weighty hiftorian ; nor indeed will 
thefe partial burfts have much eSed upon the 
reado-, unlefe they be contrafted with the general 
abftinence and equability of the whole. This re- 
mark is particularly applicable to our countryman 
David Hume ; and I challenge any perfon of fen* 
fibility to contemplate the portraits he has drawn of 
the Dukes of Montrofe and Ormond, and the 
Lords Strafford and Oflbry, without feeling their 
fpirits raifed almoft to rapture and enthufiafm. The 
original intention of this excellent hiftorian, to 

write 
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Write only the reigns of the Stuarts, has given to 
his work thofc lively daflies of biography, which 
have greatly contributed to render it fo popular and 
interefting. 

Never, perhaps, has there exifted a greater rage 
for biography, than at the prefent moment. I 
cannot, however, help confidering it as grofsly 
proftituted, when I fee it rendered a vehicle for 
profligate examples, or the purpofes of fcandal and 
«bufe. . The memoirs of impure females, of petits- 
meitres and buffoons, which are every day poured 
in upon us, will in the end, I fear, bring difcredit 
'upon this fpecies of writing; and it will be con- 
fidered as an honour to go out of life without 
getting INTO print. Thus, in another century, in- 
ftead of containing a lift of Britifh worthies, bio* 
graphy will be the fink of Britifh infamy; and all 
that our great men will afpire to, will be the nega- 
tive renown of efcaping the bookfcller's (hop, and 
of giving up the ghoft without being entered at 
Stationers* Hall. 

I live in hopes that the peaceful tenour -of my 

life Will put me out of all danger; and on that 

Vox. !• H account 
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account am difpofed to congratulate tnyfelf very 
much upon the obfcurity in which I have lived. 
J muft not however depend too much upon this 
obfcurity J for I obferve that many of my fellow- 
fubjefts, who have never been fpoken of while 
Xhey lived, have made a great noife by their deaths, 
and have gone off with an explofion like an 
air-gun. 

About half a year ago died Mr.. Stentor, my 
xlerk, who had held this poft under a fucceiEon 
of Reftors for the fpace of fifty years. I did not 
think it poffible to rake up fufficient matter 
concerning him, to make a folitary rural diftich 
for his tombftonej but Mr. Crofsbones the 
Sextofi had hardly put him into his grave, before 
he produced a neat little duodecimo hiftory of his 
life, with a very fleek and comely portrait, a motto 
from the hundredth pfalm^ and a very handfome 
dedication to the Rev. Simon Olive-branch. 

It would be well enough if this biographical 
mania could be confined to fuch harmlefs fubjeds; 
but I am informed by my.correfpondent in town, 
thdt many of thofe lives which ufed to be bou^t 

of 
S 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N« II* THE LOOKER-ON, I47 

of a cryer in the ftreet for a half -penny the dajr 
after an execution, will now cofl you two and fix- 
pence at a reputable bookfeller's fliop. I am 
aiTured alfo that an evening le(^urer in town is 
engaged in a work which is to be called Biogra-< 
phical Sketches of Eminent Swindlers, &c. or the 
Young Gentleman's Pocket Companion, with all 
the fmart fayings and gallantries of thofe brave 
youths, and their portraits at full length, executed 
by the moft celebrated artifts in the kingdom. 

Some little time ago, as my correfpondent re- 
ports, there lodged within a few doors of St. Se*- 
pulchre's church, a biographical genius, who lived 
three years very comfortably on the death of his 
friends, till, having loft his credit with the booki 
fellers, and in confequence all means of livelihood, 
by the recovery of an old imcl^ whofe life and 
death he had already put into their hands, he 
took the heroical refolution of killing himfelf, in 
order- to provide for his family; and I am told his 
memoirs have already apprenticed out his^ el deft 
fon to an undertaker. 

It is a remark of Mr. AUworth's, who, in re- 

jjard to his fellow-creatures, may be faid, like the 

H 2 traveller 

Digitized byLjOOQlC 



r48 T HE L 00 K £ R-O If* N<> 1 1. 

traveller inthc iable, to blow hot and cold upon 
them with thefame breath, whofe expreffions pinch 
like the froft, and whofe charitjr drops like the 
dew-^I ^X) it is an obfervation-of hisy that the 
cant of biogra[Ay is growing fo broad and «om- 
mon-place, and mankind are to ambitious of gene-* 
ralizing their conduct to one common ftandard of 
depravity, that we fliall foon buy ready-made lives 
in our fhops, as the village landlord firft pur- 
chafes a human likenefs, and then determines 
between Admiral Keppel and the Emperor of Ger- 
many. I hardly diink I fhould outrage this re- 
mark of my excellent friend, if I were to carry it 
a -little farther, and obferve that even the brute 
creation might be comprehended in this general 
•xtenfion and Amplification of the biographical 
plan. The heads and particulars of the life of an 
afs maintain a fort of parallelifm with that of a mo- 
-dern adventurer, and might run as follows : 

How he was bora in an obfcure village in York- 
ihire, and was chriftenod Jack« 

How his youth was fpent in play, &c. 

How he Jbecame very wild as he came to years 
of difcretion. 

How 
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How he foriaed fome bad connexions, and favr 
many troubles. 

How he ran away with a young gipfy wench. 

How he came up to London, and found many 
rich relations. ' 

How he forfook the gipfy wench, and carried 
about a market girl to all the public places. 

How he made a great noife, and kicked up a 
great duft. 

How he took part in many dirty occupations. 

How he changed fides like the Vicar of Bray. 

How he became callous to all corre£lion. 

How fu^cefsful he was in haranguing, th^ popu* 
lace, and commanding attention. 

How he was loaded with more employment than 
he could bear. 

How he raifed his hopes to the Wool&ck. 

How he was promifed a Stall for his brother, 
and the Order of die Thiftle for himfelf; and how 
he was turned put of place without any provifion. 

How he was bribqd to hold his tongue by a lady 
in the ftraw- 

How he lay in clover for three years. 

H 3 How 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



150 THE tOOKEH-O^. N<> IX. 

How he grew very amorous, and how the 
Queen's Zebra was talked of. 

EU)w he was bought and fold by people in 
power. 

How he put on a lion's fkln, and grew very 
fcH-midable. 

How he turned tail, on bemg pulled by the ears. 

How he fat upon thorns. 

How he was turned out of place, fell again into 
obfcurity, died, and left all he poiTefTed ainong his 
natural children^ 

I fhall conclude my paper of to-day, with a 
little converfation m the /hades below, between a 
modern Biographer and a KenneUfcraper, in imi- 
tation of Mr. Fontenelle's Fourth Dialogue, be- 
tween Anacreon and AriflrotJe. 

BlOGRAPHlER. 

I never fhould have imagined that a vile kennef- 
fcraper could have the efFrontery to compare his 
occupation on earth to the dignified talk of the 
biographer. 

Kennel- 
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Ksnnel-Sgraper. 
You make a great buftle about the dignity of 
a biographer; but I fhould be glad to be informed 
on what circumftance, except the Greek origin 
of your name, you can found your claim to* 
foperiorityv 

BlOGRAPHERr 

I defire, Sir, firft of all, to know what preten- 
iions your office on earth has given you to challenge 
an equal honour with a man who has employed 
his talents for die entertainment and inftruction of 
mankinds 

Kenkel-Scraper. 
The point of utility I can very boWly. aflert; 
and I fee no reafon to blufh in your pf efence, if the 
dignity of our trades be made the.queftion. I think. 
Sir, with fubmiffion, that my old nails aiid broken 
horfc-flioes are difco\reries as valuable to the world,' 
as thofe fcraps and fbredsof immorality, imper* 
tinence, and proftitution,, you were fo earneflly 
employed in collefting.- Is it- not of more con- 
iequence to the community that one induftrious 
O^an gets his bread in geace, tiian that fifty names^ 
H 4 and 
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and follies (hould be fupported by the pains of the 
biographer ? And as to dignity, I maintain, that 
to rake up the trafh and rubbifb of a ndfy fellow'5 
hiftory, and wait upon his memory backvrards and 
forwards, from the gaming-houfe to the brothel, 
is the moft degrading office in the world; arid 
fooner than have any hand in fuch a bufinefs, I 
would have them both immerfed a whole day in the 
moft peftilential abyfs In his Majefty's three do* 
minions. 

Biographer. 

You make no diftinilions between the differeilt 
orders and degrees in which biographers may be 
clafledfc Your inteHeft is as muddy as your occu- 
pation. You will not furely rank yourfclf with 
Plutarch, and with geniuses of a fimilar order in 
our own country. 

KXNN£L-SCRAP£Rrf 

Pardon me, Sir, my bufinefe was always to le- 
parate and feleA. I wifii to be underftood tofpeak 
only Off the lateft biographers. I have a very 
proper refpedl for thofe great men to whom you 
allude, and I obfcrVe that they have enough for 

themfelvcs 
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thcmfelves to keip sis diftant from you as poffible; 
for in yonder meadow, covered with the tloom of 
the amaranth, and interfe6led with amber ftreama> 
I can difcern tt^ venerable Plutarch, furrounded by 
a fet of heroes and philofophers, who ftrive with 
each other in their teftimonies of gratitude and 
efteem. 

No 12, TUESDAY, APRIL I/, • 

Efi miHufiamma medmllas 

Jntireaf et taciturn vivitfuh ftBofi vuJnus* V i r c 1 1 . 

A gentle fire fhe feeds within her veins. 

Where the foft God fecure in filence reigns. Drydzk* 

IVJ Y good-natured readers will pardon me if 
fometimes I difcover the vanity of a grey-headed 
man, in fpeaking of thefe papers, which I confider 
in a manner as my grand-children* When I take i 
my ufual faunter in our little filbert-walk, befofe 
our old lady fummons me to breakfaft, I am 
tempted, I own, to make a comparifon between 
the gradual opening of my plan in thefe effays, 
and the lively progrefs of vegetation at this che- 
rilhing time of the jyear. The fame kindling 
H S influence 
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influence which unfolds the bud, and/preads out 
the blofibm, feems alfo to^ impart a fort of growtk 
to my (ancy^ and. to fruftify within me every genm 
of thought,, of feeling) and of affedion*. 

Now turning from the wintry (igns, the Sim* 
• Hit cooric exalted thcough the Rafn badrun^ 
And, whirliog up the Ikies, his chariot drove 
Through Tausns, and the lightfome realms of Love p 
Where Veau« from her orb defcends in (bowers, 
To glad the ground', and p^nt the fieldf with flovrers j 
When firft the tender blades ofgrafs appeary 
And buds that yet the bfaft of Euros fear 
Stand at the door of liie, and doubt to clothe the yearj 
'I ill gentle hear, and fofc repeated rains, 
Make their green blood to dance within theirveins ^ 
Then^at the call, emboldenM out they comr, 
And fwell the germs, and burft the narrow room.. 

FloWZK AND TK> LZAF« 



■ 1 



Without thcfe phyfical aids of fine weather, and 
the fort of renovation which the Spring feems to 
produce in me, I do not know how fuch a little 
frofty old fellow as myfelf could ever find fufficient 
animation in his bofom to give my fair country- 
women a chapter upon Love. It isalmoft impoffible, 
indeed, amidft this univerfal "paffion of the groves,'* 
when every feathered fongfter is warbling out his 
fweet pain,and every fprig is confcious of the double 
weight of f^me wewly-wedded pair— it is almoft 

impof&bley 
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impoffible, I fay, for a heart that is difengaged 
from low purfuits and pleafures, not to yield to 
thefe gentle fympathies and gay emotions, ft 
wasi at this feafon of the year, when the honey- 
fuckle fends forth new fhoots, and the bofom new 
defires, when the pafEons feel a frelh impulfe 
towards their objeft, and the ivy embraces the 
elm anew, that my mother ufcd to make her 
ftrongeft. efforts taperfuadc me to marry. 

That the Olive-branch family fliould become' 
extinft after me, was a thought which fhe never 
could dwell upon without uneafinefs ; and I really 
would have married fifty times over, to have (pared 
her this pain, but that my little pinched-up, 
n^ummy-like figure, would never let me think of 
matrimony without Ihame and confufion. ^ Befides* 
which, after my poor fri?nd Eug^nio's death, ^after 
he had breathed out on my breaft his laft hope and ^ 
his laft forrow, all my care and affiftance were ^ 
wanting to confole the virtuous Amelia, who fur- • 
vived her lover about ten years, and then died a 
virgin, in pureft' faith, and thought, and a£l, at 
the age. of thirty-fix. 

H 6 For 
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For thefe rcafons I ufed to avail myfelf of the 
fame fubterfuge which was ufed by the philo* 
fopher Thales, who, when his mother prefTed hini 
io marry, would excufe himfelf for a length of 
years, by alledging that he was yet ^too young, 
till, after turning a critical corner in life, he fud- 
denly ihifted his ground, and maintained that he 
was now too old to thiiik of it: by thefe evafions 
I gained leifure to cultivate flie frieridfliip of the 
chafle Amelia, during the courfe often years ; and 
whatever tendernefs mingled itfelf in our inter- 
^courfe and correfpondence, it was borrowed from 
the foft recolle£iion of Eugenio, which caft over 
it a fombre and refradled light, like that which 
remains to the world after the fun has aban* 
doned it. 

I never could prevail on myfelf to open the 
little packet which Eugenio had put into my handsjj^ 
till the death of Amelia, when my thoughts could , 
reft on no other objeft but the loves of this gentle 
pair ; and there was a fort of void and ©raving in 
my mind, which could only be fatisfied by the 
coftftarit repetition of the names and the fentiments 
of my poor young friends. This looked moft 

like 
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like converfing with them, and ha$ alveays been a 
balm to my fpirits, which I would not have foregone 
foxL^nj pleafures or prefermehts the world could 
offer me. Since I am become old, thefe letters are 
flill the ledure I mod ddigbt in : oftentimes, in 
reading them, I ftretch out my hand to find £ug^ 
ilio's, and take off my eyes to meet the blue lati« 
^i/h that ufed to beam from diofe of Amelia^ 

Now then, fince the worms have preyed upon 
what was mortal of thefe tender friends, and no 
heart remains but my own, to beat' at the recoUec* 
tion of their forrows, I fhall take out from my parcel^ 
the letters which have paffed between them, and 
fingle out fuch as I think will give moft enieiw 
tainment; hoping thiat they will meet with foAie 
fympathizing bofoms even in this (hallow age, and 
moiften the cheeks of fofne of my female readers, 
on honour of faithful love and virtuous calamity.^ 

As to thofe vulgar fpirits whofe time is fpent in 
-die grofe amufements of the town, or thofe dull 
plodders whofe hearts are fluffed with pedlar prin- 
ciples and mean cares, or thefe pigmy politicians 
whd have frittered away their feelings with puzzle 

and 
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and chicanei I tell them fairly, whenever, in turnir g 
their eyes over one of my Papers, they encounter the 
name of Eugenio, to lay it down as no concern of 
theirs;. for there isfomething myfterious in Love, 
as there is alfo fomethlng facred in its fuffering^ 
4>y which they are veiled over in the prefence of. 
the uninitiated and profane i — it is only.hereand 
there that we find a tender boibm which has a tnue 
feeling and conception of the pangs or. the pleafures* 
of this generous gaffion*. 

r (hall give theft letters to the public, as nearly 
as. I can, according to the order in which they were 
written. The following one feems to have been 
compofed juft after the fallenews hadJseen received 
of the death of the .young gentleman in. the £aft«- 
Indies tct whom Amelia had been long promifed, . 
but for whom it does not. appear that (he ever, 
lelt more than a great regard. 

^ My i>earest Amelia^, 

" IT has of late become a part of my plan 
^ of conduft, to prevent a too great elatipn or 
f*^ deprelfion under circumftances of joy or forrow, 

Why 
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*^ by fametitnes forcing my thoughts, as far as 
" I am able, on fubjefls which ftand oppofed to 
^ the aftual ftate of things around me. At this 
" moment I ought to be, and really feel myfelf, one 
^ of the happieft beings that walk upon the earthy 
" fincc I am loved by one of the faircft and wor-» 
^ thieft. And yet forgive me if fometimes I fteal 
^5 a. few minutes from the happinels.that will ever 
^ accompany the thought of the f weet avowal yo*^ 
*' made me yefterday, to devote them to a melan* 
** choly fubjeft, which, though the foundation of 
" all my jpys, does yet continue to tinge them with 
^ a Ibmbre fort of colouring. The fubjeft I mean^ 
** is the death of the poor youth who had beea 
^ taught to expe<Sl at his return from a long and 
** perilous expedition, the greateft compen(atipjji 
*^ this life could yield him — the hand of Amelia. 
" And yet how could the. hand of. Amelia have 
*^ made, him happy, without that heart which 
", Amelia.tells me was never his ? — A truth but 
** lately known toherfelf, and too late difcovered 
** by half the females who receive the profeflions 
•* of their lovers. If however his own p^affion 
^ ^ere great as he declared it, gracious God. ! 

** hoiy 
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« how great muft have been his want of thy mer- 
« cifiil confolations to fofttin the feeming feverity 
*• of thy decree ! How heavy the fentcnce muft 
^ have appeared to him, which robbed him even 
^ of the gloomy comfort of ftraining his laft looks 
« on his dear Amdia, and of locking up her 
** hand within his own in th6 ftruggle of death, 
^ as if to perpetuate fo fweet a property beyond 
** die grave ! 

« The other night a drtfam prefented him to mo 
^ in the moment of his diffolution ; and I thought 
^ I heard him figh forth thefe words — * Farewell, 
^ dear Amelia : alas ! how bitter it is to die at fuch 
^* a diftance from thee ! Death itfelf would be fweet 
^ in your fociety ; but fince I am never to fee thee 
** again with thefe mortal eyes, my fpirit fhall feek 
^^ thee over the wide fea, and prefent thee with a 
** purer homage when difmantled of this flefhy in- 
« cumbrance.* When I awoke I found my pillow 
** bedewed with my tears, which I thought a fuf- 
** ficient tribute to the memory of a departed rival ; 
" and turning myfelf about, went again to fleep, 
** .when, by a ftrange perverfenefs of my fancy, I 
i< imagined myfelf in the fame iituation in which 
4 "I had 
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*^ I had before pi&ured the poor Horatio. Me- 
'^ thought I too died ata-diftance from Amelia, 
^^ though no fea was betwixt us ; and fomehow or 
<^ other I feemed to have a confuied notion that 
^< Horatio was in exigence, and in perfect health* 
^^ The agitation which this occaiioned within me 
** foon broke through my flcep, and I awoke iA 
** terrible perturbation. 

** After this I refolved to go to fleep no more, 
** but lay many, hours awake, cheering my brain 
^ with the profpe<5^ of that happinefs I am loon to 
^ taftein the undifturbed poiTeffion of my beloved 
^ Amelia. I pictured tomyfelfourlitde cottage; 
^^ ftocked our farm with horfes, cows, and poultry.; 
^< made a variety oT agricultural arrangements; 
*^ andemplojred a full hour in forming a little col* 
^ ledion of books, fuch as I knew would engage 
-^ my Amelia to' fit with me often in my hours of 
^ reading and ftudy. 

** Ah ! when will thefe happy times come ? 
'^ Alreiady a fornething at my heart chides this 
•** delay. Why muft we give up a precious month 
** of our lives to an idle punftilio ? Time is fo apt 

' « to 
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" to traverfe and overthrow die petty fchemes and 
" gay promifes of life, that I tremble at giving 
" him fuch latitude to work his mifchicfs in ; and 
** yet what a forry calculator am I> who am: a being 
." djeflined to etecnity, and can yet be fo anxious 
^ about a little month \ Let it comfort us, fweet 
*' giri, to thiuk t^jat ft) dread an engine as Time is 
** in the hands of one that is the rewarder of 
** virtue, and the proiteilor of innocence* Adieu/*^ 

I ihall here drop my little hiftory for feme time, 
^hich however I fhall refume and drop again by 
ilarts^ till my readers ^re tired of myfelf and my 
friends* In a chapiter upon Love/ fome general 
rules for the direction and controul of this poifion 
might reafonably have been expe£ted ; and yet, per- 
haps, there is no concern of life in which rules are 
of left- avail ;. for fo. filent and'imperceptible are the 
attacks o£.love,^thdt w^ ar^ ^Iwaysi half cwe^come 
before we are fenfible of ' our : danger^ I-n 
this eonflift too, our reafon will oftep prove an 
arrant deferter j, and when we ,come to mufter 
our forces, we fu>d our principal dcpendancc 
already gone over to the enemy. The only real 
fccurity in circumftances fo deli;:ate and ^J^.- 

gerous*. 
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gerous, confifts in the general feafouing of a good 
education, and the early influence of virtuous mo- 
dels and examples. When, by long habits and 
due preparation, her judgment and tafte are redti- 
fied, and a kind of poife given to her humours and 
affeftions, a young woman comes forth ready dif- 
ciplined td encounter the trials of her fex; and the 
impertinence of flattery will provoke the pride of 
her underftanding, as much as the fophillry of fe- 
du6tion will fhock the re£Utude of her principles.. 

In a future Paper the female reader may expeil 
fome rules from Miranda, who has already fliewiv 
her zeal in the caufe of her fex, tending to cfta- 
blifh fome criteria by which true love may be'di- 
ftinguifhed from falfe love. At prefent there is 
only room for a very pretty little poetical contri* 
bution, the author of which, whoever he be, I 
fliall be very glad to fee in our filbert-walk in 
Northamptonfliire. Thofe who admire the well- 
known poem beginning with " Come live with 
** me, and be my love," will notdefpife thei efforts 
of this kind contributor. 



WINTER* 
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WINTER. 

STERN Winter, though thy nigged reign 
Chills the pale bofom of the plain, ^ 
And In deep fighs thy hollow bUft 
Tells me the happy hours are paft 
That faw meek Spring her bloflboas rear. 
And lead along the inhnt year j 
Thy thickening glooms, and leaflefs tree. 
Hare channt for Emma and for me. 

And though the light- wngM breeze no mort 

Waffs the rich fweets of Summer's ftore. 

Though A«tumn*8 fcene no more beguiles^ 

My cot is warm, and Emma fmiles. 

-Irheny Winter, come ! thy ftorms and raiB 
. Beat on this happy roof in vain : 

I'he (hivering blaft»and leaflefs trec^ 
" Have charms for Eooma and for me. 

Then what avail thy wind and ftorm* 
That nature's withering face deform. 
If ^cy*i bri0t and fportlve lay, 
Awake to pleafure*f willing fway ; 
If the quick jefl and lively foog 
Bid the flow ntght move blithe along f 
For then thy glooms, and Icafleiii tree. 
Have charms for Eqima and for mu 

Thus, when the bloom of youth is dead. 

And fancy*s frolic hours are fled, 

Tranquil, and free from paffion*s lage, 

I'll meet the hoary froft of age. 

Then, Winter, come ; thefe bleflings bring $ 

I figh not for the gaudy Spring : 

So (hall thy glooms, and leaflefs tree. 

Have charms for Emma and for me. 

N° 13. 
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N^ 13. SATURDAY, APRIL 21. 



•VtfirMi tMymt^ munerd veiig 



Ctrta manentp fueri, tt falmam nfvft ordine nem, Vi t G 1 1 . 



> Let no di/potes axifr : 



Where f»rtune placM it, I adjudge the pri«c. Dxyokm. 

It is a greater difEculty than the world may 
imagine, to adjuft the meafure of my thoughts to 
the dimenfions of my Paper : on fome fubjefts I 
muft exert great pains to coax theip out to the 
ufual length ; while, on others, they difdain their 
ordinary bounds, and demand room to range and 
expatiate. Mon efprit ne marche qu'a fon heure^ is, 
I remember, a phrafe of Monf. Roufleau, which 
very well exprefles this unacommodating chara6ler 
of the mind, I never could have imagined, before 
I entered upon my prefent career, that our thoughts 
could rife in this fort of mutiny, and create fuch 
an involuntary confufion in our minds, as to dif- 
appoint all our endeavours towards confiftency. 

^ Man'* (I have fomewhere read) " is not the 
" monarchy of reafon, but ^ the democracy of 

" humours i'* 
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<* humours j" and I think, if we allow fufficiently 
for the fubjugation of our minds to the influence 
of external circumftances, we fliall not think the 
expreffion extravagant. There is, no doubt, a 
certain fort of organifacion and predifpofiti<m 
neceflTary, before we can write happily on any 
fubjedl; and whatever we force from ourfelves, 
without confulting this internal guide, is for the 
jnoft part fin unkindly fort of produce, that turns to 
but little account. This morning it was my defign 
^o touch upon the politics . of a neighbouring 
country, had I not been detained at home by a kind 
of contrary wind in the channel of my thoughts. 

The fubjeil of Biography, to which laft Satur- 
day's fpeculation was devoted, has ftill a claim 
upon me, as the limits of my Paper excluded 
feveral obfervations it was. my wifh to fubjoin :. I 
muft yield therefore to this arbitrary humour of the 
moment, and purfue, with the beft grace I can, the 
fubjsft to which it impels me. In my Paper of 
Saturday, no notice was taken of the advantage 
to be derived from a comparative view of the great 
particulars in the lives of illuftrious men j from 
»'hich extenfion of plan, many new fources of 

pleafure 
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pleafure and ioftrU^lLen are.opened in thi$! fpeciea 
of wxitins. 



Every pbje6l of curiofity or ftudyrifes in value 
and importance, in proportion as it branches out 
into |iew connexions and analogies. It is as true 
^n obfervation in refpeft to a portion of knowledge, 
^s a portion of matter, that, the more points it 
touches, the more clofely it fettles, and the more 
indiflbluble it becomes, — Thus, nothing is more 
clear, both in fcience and morality, than that, in 
piToportion as the mind is fupplied with th^ means 
of comparing, its judgment is improved and 
ftrengthened, and its fund of knowledge enriched, 
not widt loofe and mifcellaneous articles, but with 
compacted truths and folid axioms. A mind ftored 
with this fort of intelligence, may be compared to 
the owner of a rich and united territory, where 
there is no intervening flip of dubious land that can 
produce caufe of anxiety to the owner, or of litiga- 
tion to his neighbours. 

It is the fame with perfons as it is with things ; 
our judgments are never good, but when they arc 
furnifhed from a great ftock of materials, and a 
xopious range of obfervation. Thus, to eftimate 

and 
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and to ftel the value of a great diarafter^wemuft 
place.it by the fide of other great charafters; and 
to know what we ought reafonably to expeft from 
ft virtuous man, In fuch or Tuch a contingency, wc 
muft have a rule in our minds, drawn from the 
obfervation of many virtuous men, aSing under 
fimilar circumftances.— ^It is on this principle that 
comparative biography affords us fuch great affift- 
ance in making up our judgments as tothefepa- 
rate charafters held up to our view : Auguftus 
'Casfar looks lefs by the fide of the Czar Peter, and 
the Czar Peter himfclf turns a little pale at die 
approach of Alfred the Great ; Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh muft ftrike his colours to Sir Thomas More, 
and Sir Thomas More is a head fhorter when Sir 
Philip Sidney makes his appearance. . 

It is by bringing in this manner thofe who have 
figured in each other's abfence, face to face, and 
by placing them at the fame time before us in 
the'correfponding fcenes "of their lives, that we 
are enabled fairly to difcriminate between them, 
and to proportion our efteem and admiration ; 
whereas, in the fucceffive and changing profpefts 
which hiftory prefents, the hero that comes laft 

* 'into 
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ii)itothe fiieU^ls aliaoft^itre of gai^fig iKe CfMB-* 
.pleteft v'lSttHj oTJor us': Aill^ ^howevec, the im*' 
,preffions wftich he4e2wres grow weaker and weaker, 
<ii .the cbjeA tieocKttes sn^ne t^mitei a^d |he 
%kle bvi^r is ic^Fcelf m^re M«c;ol^l<^tf ^npidft^^ 
VWOU& Jfiflite«kce«ffC0|itendiQg4|i^ttty. Thej^ is 
ju> faekier ^^ixned^ ^ this evil, dvafi^eoMideof^ 
<:<>B^iring>t6igeiher:d)ara&erfriIluftriaas in biftory) 
^ a|idj^!^^^p3jrifei)Sriage»«a'al will mtereft and 
t^f^iife,4H prG^rtipn ,to^hei dtftasice^ in tbe order 
0^ lilij^ betvteen tl^e hcfoes they sjppnoxiojate : 
4:bey ai^e^ ^t of artificial medium, by the help of 
-wbiehw^ Jkiflg a»ti^ui|ty nearer to. our pwii times, 
and gain a.'diftin^er yiew.of thofe anguft fornts 
of magnanimity and heroifm which hiftory has 
jj)«fcryed» ; ^ . 

We ms^y 9>^ke ..too fome Mattering difcavertes 
% this ^r^Hl^i^y i^f comp^ifon, -sujid convince 
cairfelyes-lhiit mniaHyjinftan^esfe^iqyaloaie, aided 
by a:/<^i«r1RticwB:ievcrfti?<^if?r3^ T^ mag- 
iufed.aaai^ot i^QWe<$ r»^ an^i^nt r«9ipr& fa m^ich 
^ioavfi m^dfiKU exceUe^i^: thus, in th^e (okmn 
•ki«ds pf tfkk, tberadiairable perf^nages |n medera 
hi&pffjvM ofteacome/farA wkb fwer fiime and 
: Vol. I. I greener 
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greenerlaurels, and recover whatdiey Mve loft b|r 
overbearing partudity and pedantic preference. 

' To ihele particular advantages we ttxay add 
others of a more gtoeral nature : by the' ftrong 
refemblance and vivaclfy of fuch pk^uneS) the ima- 
4(matton is heightened and invigorated ; by vAokt it 
^ens to tis of the analogous conftitution of our 
minds, our views of human nature are enlarged 5 
by the fudden effofts of coincidence and contraftv 
our thoughts are plcafingly ftrfpeAded and relieved ; 
and by difcovering the relationOiip and fympatbjr * 
of great fouls, our feelings are raifed to rapture^ ' 
and our hearts are expanded with delight. 

1 do not know any writer who has been tnore 
fuccefsful in the execution of this idea, or who has 
hit upon a jufter parallel between two charafters 
famous in hiftory, than a living author, who has ■ 
bi-ought undsr one view, the llVes' of Philip, -art? 
Macedon and FrederJck of PruffiM. Thefecoii- 
querol^ are pfihaps as tiiutfh entitle 10 our attm-^ 
tion ^-any vrfiom hiftory records, both on account 
of their own peculiar domplexioris, arid' the nature 
of the ev(;nts which furrounded ^m« ' In the life 

- of 
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of Pbilip arc involved the caufes and tcgimxiags 
©fan emire change -in the condition of the ancient 
worlds to the other is owing a more ialutarj revo- 
lution in -the political ftate of modern Europe^ 
than the ftraggle& of a whole age without his 
aififtance would have been able tp produce. * 

Sonpiething aUb appropiiate in>.theiie charaders, 
diftingaiflies them from .the genius of the times in 
which they lived, and excites in ap4rticular mangier, 
the attention of thoie who love to contemplate 
dt^oTitij^ns and qualities, which are the genuine 
progeny of h«iman feelings, heightened by native 
nobility of foul, and direded by great and inde* 
pendent underftanding. This pre eminence par* 
ticularly belongs to Frederick the Second, who- ^ 
appears in a remarkable (degreed haveibllowed 
the cotinfrls ^f his own heart, -in every coiioprn^* 
veligiTHis moral, and politicaL AU the. leading, 
meafures and principles of bis adminiftration ori- 
ginated in himfclf ; and the-difcipline of hii army. 
W3J not more ejcclufively -the effort ^ his own 
genius, than thofe peaceful eftabliibmentis which; 
cjft fuch luftre on his reign, and fliewed them- 
ibives/amidft the calamiites -of loiig and unequal 
1 2 wars, 
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vnx%j like die topv of mocmtains difplaying thetn- 
CAves above ihe florm* Frorh his attachment t6 
antiqttitj, diere was bred in his mind fomethiitg 
of the hardihood of earlier times ; and the floiCal 
magnanimity of his-^nd^oorrei^wncted with the exits 
of aftcientphtlofophers and heroes. 

Philip 1;^as equally diftinguiihed by qualities 
pieculiar and complexional, and relieved (if the 
ekpreflion will be allowed me) from the geniais 
of the age in which he Uved. If Frederick bor- 
rowed fomething from the hisvoicld examples of 
antiquity, Philip feefns to hive antk^ted the 
arts axid ftratagems <)f modtm poli^cy; -and thus 
thefe two remarkaUe inen met half-way in their 
oareer of ^ry; ^»id, Wrth their tiative and 
fiiperihdiieed ofaamAsi^ exhibit ^an aftonifiiing 
tefembiance. Both vrett lovers of ples(fure and 
lovdrs df mott&fy bot were governed by neither j 
ImOx were invdntbrs in the art of war; bothpof^ 
kSed die quatities of a<g9xieral in the higheft per^ 
fedbn; altd both w^e alike eminent in arts and 
afms. The torn of their minds was remarkably 
ibciat; hnd b6lh de%hted tplay afide theincum- 
teance of majefty, aitd uabead in £uniliar conver* 

fation 



d by Google 



N^ 13* THE i.aoKtii-o«r. 17J 

iatioa with their iubj«&8 ; zni as they partook 
in the Hveiieft* maaner o( the pleafui^es of «qual 
fociety, and the luicontrouled commerce of feiv- 
timents and opinions^ they alike eonfidered it a^ 
their intefeft to overthrow the delufions.of fup^cf^i- 
tioo, and to treat the grave impoAures of phjofo* 
phers and priefts with contempt and d ^rifio^. It is , 
,remarkable ^oo, that the j^rivate fpel;ng$ of both 
were eoibitt^r^d, the one by Votore, anjj, th.e 
other by Thpopcaapus the Chi^o.,. They agreed 
a^ well in their aitt^^Tient to Oxows,^ amufemeius, 
fiLpd^pIeafi4i;es, as iathe encouragernent they held 
out to u&fitl induftjcy ^ and both equally fignaljzed 
themselves by thcii: a<Jlivity in proipoting gbjeiis 
of }}ublic utility, by tjieii^ une?i;arf^kd fucc^fs yi 
improving th^ir dominions, and tbeir extraordinary 
♦ attention to the edi*cation of their fi^bjed^. In 
their fit;uationwi^ regard to foyeig^n powers, tl?c 
coincidence is jp^o k& renvirkable : yet there are 
^ points of difference w tiii3 fid^ oOi^c CQmpvifon, 
which are very much to the advantage of the 
Prttffiaa Monarchy who was un&mbtcdly a prince 
of greaelusnour and probity. In the gro&, how-* 
e?e]p, an attentive reader o^ the hiftortes of thefe 
.^ihces oiay puib this parallel to a furprifing length, 
•^ I 3 aod 
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and difcover £uch pleafing refemblanccs, a$ wijl 
tempt him to make fimilar comparifons of other 
eminent men who have figuced in modern and 
anererit hiftoryw 

It has often occurred ta me, that a very enter- 
taining and utful book might be written on thefe 
€hara£):erifiical reiemblances. Strong touches of 
fimilitude mighi be found between Cromwell and* 
PififtratuS) Richard IIL. and Jugurthai. Dionyfius 
and Harry VIII j Lewis XIV. Auguftus, and 
Alyattes ; Mithridates and Hyder Ally : — or\ the 
feirer fide of the comparifon, between Henry VII. 
and Vefpafian; between Washington, Timolebn,, 
andDorIa;. Andrew Marvely Ariffides^. and Scipio* 
'Nafica ; Wolf, Epaniinondas, and the fon of Catp 
the younger.. The point pf refemblance between, 
the three laft heroes^ was die. moment of their 
deaths : they all died in the. lap of viilory, re- 
joicing to think that the lait inftant of their Wxjts^ 
ihould add a fxelh laurel to their hrows^ * 

This leads me to ©bferve pother very folemn 

eefemblanccy wliiith iniift come home tb the m^* 

mories and. the bofon)s o£ the* fenfible* part ~ of my 

xeaders,. The iiluftrious EarJ Chatham^ and tl^t 

, Craffus whom Cice|:o io feelingly deplores, fealcd 

tbek 
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their patribtifm with the laft a£l of their Jives, 

and'Aink down, in the midft of an awei-ftruck fe- 

nate, under the weight of their duty and the excefs 

of their exertions. Cicero concludes his account 

of this melancholy event with thefe affe<Sltng bf 

preiEons x^^Illa tanquam cymea-fuii Svini hamims 

vox et oraiiOy quam quafi expeif antes poji e)u%intet^ 

itum venhkamm in curiam^ ut vejligium iilud i^Ufn 

in que tile poJirerHum inflitiffky coittuiremur *^ nam^ 

que turn latus ei dicenti condoluiffiyfudormnpie mukt^ 

confecutum ejfe audiebamus \ ex quo cum cohorrutjffit^ 

cum febri domum rediit^ diequefeptim tateris dolon 

confumptus efl. ** The laft words of this £XcePent 

•* man were like the dying notes of the fwan» ht 

« the news of his death we repaired to the fenate- 

" houfe, where we dwelt with enthufiafm on this 

** laft trace of h/m, and almpft worked up our 

^ fancies to the expectation of hearing again that 

** voice which we had often liftened to with 

** delight. This laft effort was too much for the 

** frame of his body, which laboured uiider the 

** ardour of his exertions. He proceeded, with 

" fymptoms of great inward pain, and the fweat 

*' dropped from him in tjuantities; after which, 

** he was feized with a fhivering, and returned 

I 4 home 
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^ home in a raging fever^cWhidi terminated in hi^ 
^ deadLsit the end of (even days J' 

Hiiving now pre&nted m;f readers widi cnou^ 
•f my own reflexioAS tan the advantaged and abufts. 
«£Biography)^I (ball lajr before them a-ktter which 
ins been brought ta m^ fmee the ^^f^earancd of my 
' Paper of laft Saturday :: it is from die getttlemm 
Whom I have spread}? introdiie^d undet ibe ^&^ 
« f il^J1Et'rot. 

^ My otr^ Frukd^ 

•^ I APPRO Vfe fo. much of mpff of" your itl^as 
. ' . • . ' ■ ! ■ ■ ■ ' • 

' *^ on the fuBje£l of Biography, that T have relolved 

^ to ichenie a HttU uporx th^tn ^ and as (bon as tfao 

•' diftraflion of my other engagements will allow 

•* nie a moment's refpite> I will isod you th©^ 

IF draught of ^ plaij in, which you will recognife 

•* many of your favourite i^eas. I have, ft^irt^d fa 

** many cmbryoe^ lately,, that it.is now a foil week, 

^' by my houfekeeper^s almanack> fince my beard 

** has been fbaved> or my watch wound up. But 

•• as foon as my diving machine is finifhed, Whiph 

** is to difclofe to us the kingdoms of Behemoth,, 

** and the great Leviathan^ and to carry my wife 

'' and 
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** and dhikifeR to the bottom of the ocean, I fliall 
^ have kiiure to meditate fooie fcheme of advantage 

^^ to die art of Biography* 

" Some thoughts occurred to me the other night 
** in bed:— I was Ainking that my countrymen 
** might be diftributed into twelve clafle^ or tribes j 
** and that for each of thefe claffes there fliould be 
•* made twelve littleTjags, to anfwer tothcmonths of 
« tte year J that thefe bags again fhould be divided 
«* into four lot«> reprefentative of the four feafons 5 
^* and that in every bag there fbould be thirty 
* tickets, numbered according to the days of the 
^ month f that to each clafs alfo thefe fhould be 
** twelve other bags, containing each thirty tickets;. 
« Aat^oheveiy one of thefe hft thirty tickets, there 
^ fkoald be written fome fiiitable and natural event> 
•* agreeable to the ckfe to wliich it belonged,. 

<^ With this apparatuSjfuppofe me fitting down^ 
'^ to the taffc of biography. The only affiftance 
« I require is that of a little boy who can put his 
«* hand into a bag, and reckon as fitf as tbirty j f(^ 
« that the faving of labour will be almoft as one 
« to a huiidrci Suppofe a two-and-fixpenny life 
Is ••of 
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*^ of a maaof fiiftiiou be wanted: 1 call for my 
« twelve bags belonging tahis elafe, vi^kh I {hsil 
" name, for diftin<aion £ike, Bagatcfiesi I give 
*' my boy the bag for January, aiid take the other 
^ bag into my own hand, containing the eventful 
" tickets :.he calls out,.with a folemn uoice, N° 13^ 
« I draw my ticket, and find onit, " Rofe at twelve— 
" hreakfafted— took three turns iaBond-ftreet-— 
" tried on a pair of pantaloons — fat two hours with 

" -, while (he thrummed on the piano — dined 

** at the Piazza-=- went drunk to Lady D-— 's, and 
" loft my money to the General^' Now, by 
'^ the help of thefe thirty tickets, contained in 
*' every bag, which may be tranfpofcdand diver* 
". fified like the letters of the alphabet, I can pro* 
" duce ^ exhauftlefe variety j. and though each 
" perfon,,at the end- of the. month,, will have gone 
" through gretty much the fame proceis with the 
'* reft of his clafs, yet the order and fucccffion of 
** evjcnts may. always be di6Ferent. My wife pre- 
" fer^ getting into.my.bag,^to going down in my 
" diving-bell 5, and my eldeft boy, who has juft 
" finifhed the LiTe o£ Whittington and his Cat, 
^ declares he will wait, till he is Lord- Mayor of 
« London, and then let the cat out of the bag, 
« bv getting into it himfdf." 
' ** « Yours, &c.** 

Digitized by Vj(JO':*» iW 



N-^ 13- THE L00K£It-ON. 179 

" P. S. A« faft as the Eoiperors and Kings of 
<« Siw'edetjf^^an die^ I ihall put them into my bags; 
" as I lljalfof courfe have a particular clafs.for 
** Princes, Popes, Emperors, Czars, Ch^ims, 
«^ Kings of tbf Gyp&es, Sultans, Baihaws, 8cc. 

" The idea of m3rbags is claifical,in as much as 
-" it was fuggefted to me by the wind-bags of which 
«* Ulyffes talks to Alcinoiis in the Odyffey." 



N^ 14. TUESDAY, APRIL 24, 



' J^u'nc ef^ te in hoc re rnibi oro ut ajjutr'ie fieu Tiaiirfiuj. 

I 
K«w, RcadtV, ttU me what I fliafll dtf to fatisfy fuch oppofite 

danandf. • > 

X AM mightily encouraged rn the profecution 6f 
niy work, by the notice that is taken of mt by the 
Ladtes, whD begin to favour me with their ccoferes, 
and commendations^ through the channel of a de- 
lightful correfpondence. As none of thtfe letters 
arefent to me with any limitations or injiinftions, 
I fhall make no fcruple of laying them before the 
public.- ' . ' *• • 1 •• . 

16 ^ « Old 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



<< I atA mle of thdfe ^<y took in four ft<ft and 
<* fecottidPtpers^butha^efineedifeontaAtfedttieiAi 
<^ rt<lr do I knoW'Whf } ^ko^U fempk t# dddaft 
** M fodmf realims^ fifi^e lathfiirel IMt te 
^ countenanced in them, "by all thde l^adies who 
«^ live in die great w^Uf And have #ie (^iiie daih 
^ aAd fire of fybion about dietrir I leU diee fairiy 
'^ then) Old Simony thou 4rt too ^vmk^l^ and 
*^ formal for me r and there ii in thy manner ibme-* 
" thing too mueh of— of*^I don't know what 
** exaSly, but I believe of Virtue*^ 

** I expefled ibmethirig mdnftroiifly wttked and 
^' delightful was comings when yoij^ called yourfelf 
** the Loc^er^on* Well^ I re^d oyer your, firft 

* Paper with great attention^ and found it very 
" chafte, and very dull j but I made fore of being 
«* ib^ked a little in the fecond^ and determinr J 

. « m&H^ of fymsAitig very frightful all the while^ 
<< my maid.wa^ reading it to me^ that no double 

* sa^aning mi^ eic^pe me. Betty cried out^ 
*< It*s too bad! it's too h2dV' and looked very 
^ plealEsd ai fevoral pa&ge^ particularly when 
^i you talked about your in&nt: bull o«m it v^as 
^ not tridied enough for me,- and produced neither 

«fluffiing 
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<< flttfbit^ in my cheeksy nor atiUactori in my 
^ thougto« ' 

. << Ifjoa wi&lo&U jKnirpaUicationaauffig us 
*^ dalbiiig women, you muft let your humMir come 
^ booie ta our bsfinels and boibmst like ^(t 
*^ flKxAing ulliifiont on die ftage» whiob pcnettatt 
^ the clouded underftanAngs of the gods in the 
^ ga]leriesy«ad run through and through die ie^ 
^ lieate part of die audience* Adieti«-take pains 
^V to become more flk^kin^, and perhaps you will 
*^ find a friend in 

•* Belinda Daub. 

^ P. S. If you want any (hocking ftufF, I know 
^ a -moft impertinent creature of a man who 
'* will fend you fome communications/' 



. «Yoar age, your fttuation^ your profdSoti^ 
^ and yotbr promifcs, had all led me to expe£l a 
** revival erf that fpe6latOiial humour, in which it 
« W2B diffitaih to detJd^ Whedief diere was moft 
« delicacy^ wft, or wlfdom* I muft candidly con- 
^ fe&) that my expeAations have every way been 

<* egregioiifly 
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**: egregioufly di/appointed. Infteftd of; that fcru- 
" pulous referve, and chaftity of expreffion, wMch 
** diftinguiflied- the labours of jrour great prede- 
'< oeflbr,* there is a' hardineft in your jc^es^ and 
^- an inrererence in your raillery^ Avhich offends 
<* the chafte ear, and favours much of the diea^ 
'' trical guft. I canAot hesLr that deiperate ibrt of 
" humour, which rather diaa mifs of being un- 
." derftood^.in all. its points,, defcends- ta-.bc its^ 
^ owacommenitaton Youn vefiy will. never come 
^' iafe into harbour, if yottoiake'it thus a rule to 
** fpread out your canvas in all weathers* 

*' Should. my rude daughter-in-law,-, who is in- 
"' delicate eiiough to doat upon your ftyle and 
" manner, have the affurance to write you is^ord 
*' that I do not like to fpare the money for your 
« Paper, you are tt efired toiet her down for one 
«< of the falfeft and moil imQprtinent.chit& on earth. 
«' If I have difcontinueft to ^take in your Pap^, it- 
« is becaufe I,haMC.€lx^L^d.Bayj:notions tp a c^- 
^** tain rule of mentality and ^decoruoiv which muft 
" not be facrificed toth?rtitijilation.of arude jeft* 
** Forgive me the finc/jrity which I ufe towards 
•* you, aud believe to be 

" Your welt-wifher,^ 

** Sakah Solemn^* 
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^ ^ D£A& Ma. Si'MoKy 

" I happened yefterday to fee a letter on my 
** moAer-in-law^is table, direflied to- youj wIucIh 
^ moft probably, eoiitauis a great many untruths^ 
^^ efpeciaily if ib&ipeak of me int the courfe of it> 
^ for you are to know we have juft had a moft 
^ terrible quarrel about your Paper.. I am very 
" certain that the obje£Hon ftie makes to it is very 
** far from being fincere, and is merely a cover to> 
^* that re^rd for her money which only yidda ta 
^^. certain felfiflngratiiications^. which Lamfure ftbt 
^ will never own. The other evening,^ taU?gen-r 
" tieman in the militia brought her fome books^ 
" which (he has kept in her drawers among laven-r 
" der and rofe-leaves all this week; and fince fhc 
^^ has been m po^feffion of this trea^ure^ (he has 
'^ been very bitter againft what (he calk the loofe 
^ turn of your Papers, The.o(her day^ while lh« 
" was out on a vifit at. Captam Gorget's, I ftole 
^ into, her chambervand) finding the drawer opsnj 
" fetisfied, my curiofity at feiiure,u \. . * 

*^ I thought, to be fore, %\^ I flio^ld- find Ihe 
"Whole Duty of Man> or Gregorjr/s Laft 
*' Legacy to bis Daughters, or fome fuch inftruc- 
^* (ivc manuals when, to. my great aftonifhment,, 

« I dif- 
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^ I difcovered that this trcafture^ which had* bee% 

* preferved with fudi pious care>wais nodiing le(s 
*< than the memoirt of a very notorioiis female^ 
M who has lately pubUflbed her infamy in feveral 
<• volumes. I think, therefore, meek Mr* Olive- 
*♦ branch, wc may very charitably fuppofe her ob- 
•« je^lions to your Paper (fa the fcorc^of indsljcacy^ 
•* infincere. 

* «* Few my part, I am delighted With it, and have 
•* already wept over the urn of poor Eugenio* 

* Alas ! do try and find me fuch a man ; for I have 
•* quite tired my imagination with fancying » 
•* young fellow after his mould, and myklf the ob- 
■* jeft of his admiration. Poor comfort 1 unfub-^ 

* ftantial Wife ! Do, do, Mr. SimcMi, either (hew 
•* me his parallel, or fliew me yourfclf^ who were 

* his friend -y and if you can reconcile yourfelf to* 
" a young woman of fixne talents,, and fome 
^^ beauty, and very fond of viftas, and moonlight 

•• walks, perhaps— but I h^ve laid eoough. Re- 
*« member, Rhodope fell in We with ^fop, who 
^ was, to tfae ful),as uncomely as you have lepre* 
.^ iented ywrielfr Adieu, dear old man— Adieu. 
^ Yours ever, 

^ LuCiWDA HfiAHYFUU,*! 
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*^ f am- a eonfhmt reader of youti Papers ; and 
** upon the whole, am very much pleafed with 
«< thtjitt- I ttLtmot help Amking, however, that 
** fomettmcs you treat us people of fafhion with 
<* too much alperity: your taftc too is a little 
** ruftic, in regard tb the qualltfes of our fcx- tn 
'^"Ihlitude aiTd' in theory, your fintpliclty, your 
** nature, and ycJur fenfAifity, tnay <toixihwJfaSly 
** well ; but bdicre me^thc bufitiefs of 6ftriona6le 

* Bffe carinot^br carried bn without a iittte dupfi- 
** city,alittie.ihtpofititti^,a*Kttl^cHfhtmom-,aKttk 
•* impiety, and a great deal of cflFrontery ; which, 
** whea riii^d iip^ in due p^oportioiittrtth virtue 
^ aarf YeHgfon, hkye a-^ndttrftiHylie c c ^ imo t& ung 
" influence updn them, and tend very powerfully 

* to fadlitttte their difRifion, by adjtffting their 
«« duties aS* pfim^ipks' to oat worldly mterefts 
« and gratificationfti Thtw if you wtF! compouii4 
^ for a little ogling, young women wBl goregu- 
•* larly to clwrch ; if you will allow a little feaft- 
" Irtg and peculation, a man of the world will' 
•< concern himfelf with the affairs of the poor; i£^ 
*' you ^till admit a litde hypoctify, a fiiie lady will 
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^ be content to be religious > and a handfome wife 
* will love* her rieighBour as herfeff, if you will 
^ but indulge. b«x in a few freedoms with Iiina. 

« You muft not icdee^ Mf^ Simony be fb tcftj&: 
^ you are foi; bu/ning out our coaiplaints with a 
!^ hot iron^ like tlic £^vages; and, if you ace 
<* §)rightLy for a. moment, itis^ all maliqc.indif- 
^ guifev* and' your fmiles.arp ^e ta end like the 
.** wedding of St*. . Barthcdomew.. Befidesj. Sifj,, 
^ this rigour Mfill only grovoke oppofition; axuL 
^ you kn«w but little of our fex, if. you think wc: 
** are to.be reafbnjfd into.what^s rigb^; ^ 

«* A,Boujt three n^ntfe ^go,, my jpungeft ^fter 

« wa^Ljpade^eipcratclyii:^ love with a youjpiggeii- 

^ tleman,^ whom m^ father and mother thought a 

« very prudent match foe her, by telling her to he 

^ . paurticular]y.j}autlau^ of fixing her aii^ions j^pon 

^^ Mr. Summers^ ^s he V(sls abiblutely eng^ed-^o 

.** another.. The confeqiuence was,, as^ipighl ke 

^ expefked ^ Lsetitia wa& fer gone in^ loV« wkh 

*' Mr. Summers before a week was over,. and is 

/*. fince becorn^ a happy wife. . Jf you tell me 

*^ once mprc, that you are determined never to 

^^ marry.,. 



d by Google 



N^ I4. THE tOOKER-rOK.: tSlf 

" marry, you will certainly provoke^ me to pay 
** you a vSfiu In the meaii time> • 

" Yours, , ♦ 

« Grace hAiivijf^y 



" Old &oy, . * 

« SIMCE your Paper on the rights of womerf,, 
^ I have ^ordered a pair of half-boots for fhJp^*-^ 
** ihooting> an4 have taken my name oat -of thfe 
«* eleven in the fahotis crkk^-match that was tbb 
•* be played between the Maids, rf Kent and the 
«* Merry Wives of Windlbn - ** 

tt.Yoyrs cverj, - ' . ' * ** 

' «' MAK^HA'MvsetE.'** 



*^ Mr. OttVE-^BKANCH,. 

** I HAVE nowbecn marricdfijryears,- but have- 
** (Mily tailed the true delights of matrimony thefa 
* kft fix weeks J a circiimftance to. which -ydtt 
<< have the honour of being gready inftnimentM*. 

.•* To. make- this clear ta jouy 1 will juft give a 
** -iketdi of my life fince my wedding-day^— R/Py 

t«* huiband and myfeiface firft coufms who were 
" paired by our friends,, as foon as we had both, 
<^ fiiiiflued oiir education,^ aod had pafied' th^ oritf-*. 

*tcak 
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** cal age of twemy^one* As our fixtunes were 
•< ample, and our peribns not Aikgre^jWej k was 
^ agreed on all hands, that, aUhtmgh we might not 
^ hQ happy, w« could not be miferable* 



** No fooner had I promifed obedieijce in due 
** farm, than I b^an toai&unc the reins of au- 
> tbprity i a«4,;a$ fopn ^ I b^ ftqipei wt o£ the 

<< fexvams't^-.i^yi^mtdy^that tbty mefe to. vocsive 
«^ ail |b«Hr Ofd^rs from met: I agpeii^todi lb^<fc»e 
* fi^ the mtrodu<S):kr^ o£ the cbaf9bef-iCMi{Ie$> 
•« fettled thc.br^afcfeft fc>itr> and adjufted the 
^ amngemea^ ibr tlM morning. All this was 
« quietly acquiefceAiiii. hut, when I began to 
« choofe every pip^of win^r acQQrd$»|j* tQ my own 
.^^ hwjimA tonimie dxe priqu tbat jltxov14b« g»ven 
*' for my hgAand's iiddle^lMirfcs ; wlwto I began 
.* to interfere b«tw^a bimfclf 9»d hw taHflj; » 
<*^ htj wbolefofM fefteamts OR htsr appetite^ and (o 
*^ make, a vari^y of petty artktes contiabantl, 
«* which he &W were freely permitted in emery 
« femily but his own > hds pride was worked n^ t^ 
<« a great pitcb af fury, ami tootu^ hoftilitics 
^ began; the whcfle econcus^y of the houfe was 

«* foon 
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r 
^ (bon overturned ; and thefervantS) from die fear 

^^ of difobligingthe one or die other, difobeyedus 

** Twith: our pmvifions grew every day ihorter 

^ and (horter ; for whatever joint was brought 

<V to table, it was fiire to give feme difpleafure td 

"^ oae or the other; it was either too ialt, or too 

^ frefti; too little, or too much done; and the 

*^ baker was put to his inventions^ to mottle a 

^ h>af of fi> ditbious a grey, that both our taftes 

^ mitght be infome degree confulted.-^ 

^ Thus circiimftaiiced were our affaiirs, wfaenl 

^ found myfelf far advanced in the fituation (o 

^ natural to married women. At the birth of an 

^* infant, terrible oontefts arofe about the three 

* ways of bringing it tip : either of thefenaight 

^ have done ; but the difficulty was tx> bring our 

^ disputes tQ an ifine; and befoie^tfais could be' 

** ef&ded, the baby died. Grief for this accident 

** produced a peace for one quarter of a year, wheii' 

^ ah utipEpe£ted windfall rai&d a.frfiih hurricane* 

^ about our ears. By the will of a diftaat i«la<^ 

" tion, vre were entitled to the fiun of tbiity 

^^ tfaou&nd pounds, whenever we fhould make 

^ known to the executor the precife ftock in 

i ^« whick 
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^ which we could agree to have it invefted. My 
^ hufband (who hy the way was never welluji"' 
^ ftru£led in the nature of the funds) peremptorily 
^ declared i« &veur of Bank-Sto(:k^ whereas,' 
*< ever fmce the proving of the wrii, I had fet my 
^ itiind upon Sooth-Sca Aiiouities* This diffi^n- 
" fion, however, after having deprived us x)f 
*f the interefl of the legacy for one twelvemonth^ 
^ was too ienfibly -felt to laft much longer ; and 
^* as my httiband prom i fed to give me up a third 
" part for my own difpofal, the moment I fliould 
^< accede to his opinion, after much ftruggle^ I 
" gave up the point. 

^ N»w, then, for the firft timeTuicc qur tiup^ 
^ tials, in the fame room, in die fame tone of 
« voice, did we order the chariot to the 4oor j and 
^ though we had full baif a milci to xide, yet we 
•* both exerted wonderful forbearance, till wc 
«* arrived at the houfe of Mr, C*— , the executor.' 
** Here liordered a vciy thunderirfg rap at the door 
^ tO' be giiv^o, wbidi jl ^ little disconcerted my' 
^ luifband, who had been -dSSix&xA the ,whoIe 
<f morning with a violent Jiead-ache. Mr. C*— • 
^ w^s not j^ home> but we wereaiTuredhe w^Mild 
:* . ' p *' return 



d by Google 



"^ return iH-five minutes. Well, Sir, With admt- ' 
** rable pati^nCe iii we fupport tKefe five minutes ; 
" at laft Mr. C — entered'^ but as my huftand * 
^ ruftedty* me, to pay his proper compliments," 
^' Ms- kA^e.buckle caught in my deKcaie mufl^u * 
'' go^h, an^ (I way it flew into a huRdred threads*—. 
^'This wafe too much— I had only temper to* 
*^ brfhg out the words; Soudi-Sea Annuities ; and,* 
** throwing myfelf into my chariot, defircd to be 
^' driven home. 

"** Frftitt tiiat dmc we oeafcd to eat at the fame ' 
■** table, and' fleep in the fame chamber; till my* 
*' hufhand, one morning, to my great furprifc, 
^ enterod rny apartment, with a. countenance full' 
*^ of ibrrdyk and*£>ftn£fs. . Aftec aiittleiconveiia- ^ 
^ tton, hececonrniendod to melthe peruial of your' 
" Third NunAer; a requeft I could iiot refufc,agr^ 
^ it was:urged!wkh fuch beccming humility. .As ' 
^ fooh as I had reii itj he prcff^d me with an irre- ' 
^ fi(|ifa4e grade, itd jpih with him in adopting fome 
^ o( Che peguiaUans:df .your ibcicty, as the means* ' 
^^ of rebdering:our future lives harmonious. As 
'^ lidoat on oddity and whim, I ftruck a league- 
* wdubim on tbef i^t- We accordijigly agreed 

" on 
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^ on the abolition of fuperbtives, aad the e^fi- 
^ bliihment of sui Eohow The fteward received 
^ a joint command to draw up.articles of pacific 
^ cation, in which it was ftipul^d, that we ixtigfat 
^^ Qondmae our arguopieats on ev^rj fubje& till the 
** intcrfcfcnce oi ifee £cho* The articles were 

* figned with propcjf folemnitjs, ju^ w^h jpaxtf 

* haftened to iit up ateoipleto theGodde& of 
** Sound. 

^ 1 faw, with filent horror, my drawing*-room 
^^ ftripped of its furniture \ its girasidolieft |»itrted 
*V with, much under their vsdad; myreglflber-' 
<^ ftove removed, to afS^rd a parf&ge tOJtheair,; aad 
"^^ a very beautiful paper rfupplanted by ut.coasie 
^ brown ft ubca- Iwaa not bdiijMttiand^'iiouieTor, 
^ in making Tepiiials,.anl jny faufl>aBd!s,(ftu]Iy 
^^ was prefendydtfinantled, . Befidesall this, our 
^ diamber.was ftripped of .its furniture, sud fof 
^^ many nights did^we :fleep wtthont curtains x>r 
<^ tefter; buit^l was in vain^' for, the coy l^iri^ 
^:^waSlll90^to be rai£td: weihave Jtho^^efore . ibuttd - 
<^ it abfolulBly jiece&ry-to i epair to the old man'* 
^ fion in Cumberland, <«diere, as .the doors un- 
^ fohted, we were delighted tgf heartheigrating.of 

^ die 
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" the hinges re-echo thrice along the moated 
" caftle. Here have we lived for five vireeks, and 
^ ia fuch peace and harmotiyi as I had never any 
" conception of before, 

** . 
" The other day, however, the tumbling of an 
" unlucky tile put us fo ftrongly in mind of our 
^' own windfall, that the ancient difpute was 
<' revived, and wc immediately repaired io the 
" hall, which is always the place of difputation. . 
** There it was carried on with various fuccefs, 
<* till the Echo decided in my favour. Had I 
" been content with a fober triumph, my glory 
* might have lafled through my life; but I malt 
" nec3s exult, and that intones (o forcible, that the 
•* whole roof was convulfed ; and nothing but 
" South- Sea annuities was heard for the fpacc 
" of twenty feconds. 

** Well, Sir, to dwell no longer on a part of my 
" life of which I pn thoroughly -afliamed, the 
^ Bank Stock is bought, and we live in affluence 
« and content : we arc now the happieft coupld 
« in aH the country; and if curiofity ftould 
« ever tempt you to vifit the lakes, you will 

Vol I. K ^ fijid 
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« find a moft wdcaoac a^qption at NoHf-Hall| 
^S from 

^ YotiroHiged and faithfid humble fervartt^ 
« Rachael UtrxuLT:^ 

Nolff'Hally Cumberland. 



J^^ 15, SATURDAY, APRIL aS. 



Kfeftunte et vuiiu^ ttisun in ifffo §ri»JiUatJif njtma Itymtur, 

LACTAVTZUf. 

Nature fpeaks in the forehead, and the looks, and even in our 
^ry filAKe. 

XT ^ippears, without doubt, a littfe extraoFdtnar]^ 

confidering the retuuiing ibnda^s G|f tbe age for 
the occult (oencesy that I. (hould fo long have for* 
' borne to give the public a defcription of my phy- 
fiognomy. The truth is, if I underftand myfelf 
right, I have fo proper a fenfe of my own dis- 
parity in this particular, and am at the fame time 
io apprehenfive of forfeitisag liie Uttltt favour I 
may have conciliated among my £iir country- 
-women, that I dare not come forward. Without 
proclaiming, therefore^ the lengjdai o£ my not^ or 

ihe 
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Ae width df my forehead, I ihaJl merely gfve mjr 
readcis the ootltne of my figure, 

I am-sulittle pinched-4ip old man, and look as if 
I had been cafed up and embalitied a century anl 
« half. My mother tells me that I am the very 
coumerpsrt of my gt-e&t«gran<tfather $ and tbat^ 
when I have on my iigured roquelaure, or my pur- 
ple xroat with the large cuff's^ ihe can almoft per^ 
faade herfelf 4isct eur anceftor's portrait is v^Iking 
mt ^ its ft^ame. It hsis beenii remarkable pecu- 
liar?ty in the Olive-branch family, that they have 
all loc4ced as -old at twenty*five as at iixty-tJiree : 
and it uled te be no imail diverfton to ine to idb 
myfeff led to the great chait witJi afoft bottom to ft 
by thfe lire*fide, at every firft rifrt at a neighboi^r'i 
houfe, before I had turned the corner cif thirty^ 
Old Lady Downhill, who had heard at leaft twenty 
cuckoos more than myfelf, tvould never let me 
ftoop to pick up my ^^ve, ^iid would often mak^ 
a tender of her arm in. tiralkiitg to church. It ufed 
to gi^ «iejpta«fere to rnnark the freedoms the 
ybufig ladieis ciWaWalloW thenafifehres in itiy pre- 
ftf^e; afnd myearB have been regaled withltctle 
tri^drles-fiml e onfeffion s of flic moft niterefting 
K 2 ^ kind, 
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kind, while I have been thought feft afleep by die 
chimney-comer« .1 can very well remember that 
vwhen'I was at fchool, the formality of my face got 
ane the nick^name of Conjuror^ and in the year 
-fixty-one, when . I was about eight--and-«twenty^ 
I was a(ked if I remembered King William's 
landing. As I am even to this day without a 
beard (another charaiSkeriflic of the Olive-branck 
family) no change has been remarked in iny.appear- 
,^Ke thefe forty years^ and 1 feem to have flood 
in a fort of winter folftice ever fince I came to 
the age of maturity^ My .friend the Praje<ftor, who 
.is a mighty calculator of nativities, ufed to iniift 
jup6n it, that I ihould die before I reached thirty4 
jgjid is at a lofs what to- believe, when he looks in 
my patriarchal cot^ntenance, and confiders the 
decay of his.ownconftitution.. . 

Having now ^faid all that.it i$ diicreet to fay 
re^^ling my own phyfiognomy, I .ftall go on t» 
^e confideration of the ftudy itfelf, in^bich feems to 
lake fo ftrong a pofleiBQn.of ibme .peiibas fan* 
jcies. Phyfiognomy, like every other; objeft of 
human enquiry, has been dyed in tibe various 
colours of caprice and ejithufiaibi. Qur j>affion 

ior 
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for fyftematizing all our perceptions, has kept ns 
ever at iffue with the anomalies and irregularities 
of nature ; and our ftruggles to bring them to ait 
accommodation has forced us upon inventions and 
fuppofitions, in wliich our fancies have difclaimed 
all meafure and controuL . No man, it is: certain^, 
fiioald let himfclf loofe in any new province of 
ftudy, before he has well conftdered its nature, ufe^ 
and limits* We ma)r run mad in t^e fobereft^ 
purfuits^ widiout a due fenfe of the imbecillity pf 
our minds, and the imperfeAion of bur plans«. 

There is a fundamental difFerente al-lo to be* 
attended to ih the hature and capabilities-'of diffe- 
rent fubjefts. Some are fiifceptible of demonftra-i 
tion as far as they go v while others are purely 
complexional and arbitrary, and- depend- upon our 
ftock of obfervation, and the progrefs of dur 
judgments* It is thus with phyfk^nomy<— No 
reafoning can raife it into a fcience> nor form it 
into a coUe&ion of general rules, to decide for all 
mankind : but every man will flill d^ermine for 
Mm&lfi and the iame countenance wiUcontinuey 
in fpite of our fyftems, to invite confidence^ and 
alarm diftruft, a3 it is viewed with different aiTo- 
K 3 ci at ions, 
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ciations, imprd&oQs^ and prejudices. It is in vsma 
that we briAg in the aids of ajudogy,. and apfieal t^ 
the fupport of authority ; the fyfkem is. daily dif- 
countenanced, as a fyftem^ by gkring faiSs, a{i4 
gofitivie experience. 

But althoM£l^ the teilimdny o| &^4*%nS). GtiA 
as the length 9f tte nofe, or the fl)^e of: the ibcen 
keadyC^-never run parallel w^h. o^ktva^ti^^ ati4 
f?({^ic?i6i»i, ypt ithfis always lt^e» qlem; t^ mr^^that} 
there . are cart^x^ ftH«^Q»^i|>§i»Vi4ej:i£e^>0ite}hm 
be pretty much depended upon. When I fee a 
dimpied-ibUe: vfoa tb^ GhMk> th^t i« i9>tr Hieidy 
toc^i),^ l;Ht ^i«ad$,a.^( kiilre qfrap'li)q wb<4e £>P% 
I ^ai inunediatel|f tbcowa off my guar^.ta^ hfofaoi 
k lA 9k manpj^c unlock^ o{ it» trefi&re% and mji 
fQxA l^ps: Qttt atl my ^em Such, a fioik hasfc 
£)UPgeAio^ in giving* uttbranci? to fatM- woithy len^ 
'liment^ O^ iA £K>q6«9ciag die iian» o£ &» 

Tha:e ac^ douWfisl a. gstat many itfUer ranimigi 
^ara^fics andrexpireffionsy whtchthrowan uiaeqaU 
Unocal light OB tbo' t^uabtios of the mifsd: buc 
I UMiuIdas ibon^ pielend to judge of a book by its^ 

title- 
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tk)e<»page^ as pnooiDunce upon nvjr neighbour's dif* 
pofidoaor genius &om tfaeibape o£ his features. 

It muft be owned, however, fa&r, in favour o£ 
fixed figns, that the conftant exercifc of particular 
mufcles in the face, in the expreiBon of the fame^ 
feelings of the mind, may give them rn.the end* a 
particular contour a:nd charaifcer. But the ancient 
philofophers,. vA<x were many of them great phyi- 
Cognomtfe, pcrfcaded themfelves that Che original 
ffiape of the features invariably' announced thfe 
original propenfities of the mind ^ wliile they 
adtnov^tedged that the interference of reafori, 
education, andhaWt, might prevent che influence 
of thefe propenfities oix our Kves^ Thus Philemon 
leported as badly- of Hippocrates, from the obfer- 
yation of his countenanceyas Zbpyrus of Socrates ; 
and both their accounts were confirmed by the 
confeffion of thofe great men themfelves, who at 
the feme tifnc exprefled their oblrgarions to philo- 
fophy, which had contronled this malignity of their 
ftars, and given a new turn to their thoughts and 
behaviour. 

Alt this, howev^, is vague and unlatisfit£lory, 

there being no proof but the confeffion of thefe 

K 4 fag. 
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fages themlelves, that their difpofitidns were ori- 
ginally more dangerous than thofe of the reft of 
mankind; and there are no greater impofitions 
than thofe- which we praflnfe on ourfelves in the 
eftimation of our own qualities. Our opinions, 
therefore, muft always remain without confirma- 
tion, as to thofe qualtties and difpofit ions of a 
jQiian*s heart or head, of which" we have had no 
praftical teftimony. Thus, though it would be 
obftinacy to doubt that the influence of philofophy 
,inight meliorate difpofitions originally bad, y^ no 
cei tain proofs can be obtained that fuch has been 
the cafe in this or that particular inftance^ and I 
ihpuld queftiony on the other hand, notwith«». 
-ftanding fuch grave, authority, whether the moft 
promiling , fet of features in the worjd wquld 
redeem us .from depravity or folly, without the aid 
of ^ culture, and the epcercife of rejifon* . . 

Pl>yfipgn(xny, in its e^rlieft.ftate, was wrapped, 
in abfurdity and error j and in its general notion 
included the doftrine of mat^rialifm, by fuppofing 
aclofer connexion between t^ie mind and body, 
than is confiftent with religion or reafon. Thus 
Plato, Ariltotle, and Galen, held abfurd conjec- 
tures 
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tures on this head, and imagined an elemental 
afEnity-between oir corporeal and fpiritual natures* 
flermes firft adc^ted a di&rent theory, and taught 
thatthere exifted a certain analogy between the 
mind and body, without admitting any. pbydcal 
connexion: thus, according to him, courage is 
reprefented by amplitude, of cheft ; quic'knefs^'of 
thought^ by celerity of pace;, and clearnefs of in-< 
telled^ by compofure of' countenance: and thi<^* 
notion feems tohave been Javouited by Milton iih^ 
defcribing the perfon of the firft man — 

** His fair large front and eye fublimc decl^'d 
•*- Abibiuu rule,'* &u- 

I%nb'L~aced2emonius comes nearer to the opi-»- 
lion I have already fubmitted to my readers, and* 
attendsf almoft folely to the temporary and change- • 
able expreflTons of the face. I do not. recognize . 
;my material improvement of this ftudy in^modern^ 
times, and I fear that ouc attempts to reduce it ta» 
a* fcience will ever terminate in. confuiion and . 
embarraflment. Every one mayenrichJt by the 
f(Mrce of his own obfervations, mayxionfult atten- 
tively the inexhauftible variety of fpecimens which > 
every day fupplies to him, and colle£k rules for hi&> 
K 5 own- 
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#wj» judgment from dl« avedtger of tihofe ^i^^ 
rienccft; but theftr rules: ontft be hiiid i^fb. ia 
every man's mind^ ani caanut dfivolire tbrooi^ 
anf linr of 'tnhcntmce^ on be propagated tfaiBiigh 
any €baruiela of inftrodioM. 

The Re^er ma^ perhaps be amuibdr by the 
Mhming huetsi. whidsweie pit into my faandte 
yefterdiy mc^nkgi, and whidr.gaise me>the (boxtgte 
on whicb mf prefentf^ipec Baa turned. 

To THE Rev^ S*mon Olive-branch^ 

•* Complacent Sir, 

'' What a fucceflion of abfiirdities have flowed- 
u in upon us^^fhice men begaa to pbUcibpId^ h 
«' A fet of impoftors in every art haw at:^l ti»^^ 
^« been ^wned out off the ^ssailMiefe ^* cre^ 
« duUty of our minds^ who. hav<> ftvia^ tWf^ 
' <« account in obflruding the pix^efiol^tctUhaMfe 
^^ kfiowtedge, by OG^upying as much a» poffiMte^ 
*<^ofourlktfclives, about ic8e> nafniH^iJ, novel-, 
*' tie^. Thusaug^Bry,aftroiogyigeoinan<i)^fcoiki- 
^ flo^Kiftcy, diyinatipn^ witdiejpaft) m^c,. anck 
H^'inagnctifin^ have ^l h^d. their turns,, as. the 
«^ pbfture of msa^s xmndd>. and; the bia« of Uie 

** moment^. 
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^ moai^t^ have favoured the one er ^e other. 
^ Thofc muft have been^Ughtfiil times-, when 

* every hmily had fome^one belonging to it, 
^ ^*ho(e bead, wn tnnied. with one or other of 
** tbe& chimeras^ 

^ I can fpeak' feAk\g]y on this fub]e6l, as a 
•* nephew of mine^ who^ has been fong in my 

* C0tinting-ho«ife^ and' ha» hitherto ghrea proofs 
" of very folid parts^ is k*ety gone wild with the 
"' prevailing conceits about phyfiognomy. When 
** a. merchant -enters the room, he takes out bis 
*^ pencil, and inftead of making memorandums, 
•^ ojinutes down^ the propoctioAS of his face, makes^ 
" an entry o£ his nofe a«d mouth j atidj if his* 
^ hufuieft detaia-my cuftamcr long enough, will 
^ ffueenre his. \wijok head and (hottkfcrs into the 
^^mi^gin^ of his; wa&c-J)ook^. 

*^ I ftnind the other day, inftea* of an order of 
^ great aBwrnnt^. half' ;» ear^ a high forehead, and 
^z. pug &['hntms jaws; and fome. oPmy beft: 
^ b'xpads faav^ been QavaMerly treated for having; 
^ tooaai-rovramotiA^ My ledger, which it was' 
** QDTce^ QEi^pnde to. fee. clean* and neat, is novyr' 
^ i^fhifdimct wilb eyes; and. no&s y and my en-^ 
K 6t ^" tries 
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" tries for blonds, lace, ribbands, and fans, are made 
" in the names of Cardinal Bentivoglio, Charles 
" XII. and the Chevalier Bayard. I have fre- 
' quently attacked him, thougii iurrounded by thefe 
^ heroes, with threats and remonftnmces,and have 
" fometimes imagined myfdf on the point of pre- 
" vailing.. Put if the malady give way in one 
^ part, it is fure to break out ibmewhere e!ie^ 
^^ and is a kind of inveterate humour that circu* 
'* lates through the whole mafs. 

. " Within tfeefe three or four days he is growir 
** lefs ftudious of die face,.and feems to lay muclr 
** greater ftrefs upon the hand--writing. He wilf 
^ accept a bill, without looking at the iignature,: 
^ if the ihape of. the O be to his mind, and bears 
^^ a proper tefiimony of opennefe and integrity*: 
" Every- bit of paper that containa any. writing* 
** upon it, is in jeopardy if it come within his 
^ reach ;, and the other day a piece of roafting, 
** beefydifcovering the hack of a letter with a fine- 
<' flouriih upon it, wa> arretted in. it& progrefs- 
*' before the fire, and ftripped ia a moment* 1 1* 
" cannot help fufpeding that t faw a fcrap oP 
** my own hand-writing, at the tail of fome ihrpid 
^ remarks on narrownefs^ of mind> and a little 

[>ked 
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" crooked E,. which I learned from my father, 
'^ has been brought in evidence againft me and my 
** whole family, for I don't know how many gene- 
^ rations backwards. 

^< When, this flying diforder was thus lodged 
^ in the fingers ends, I diought there was fome 
^^ hope of its going altogether ; but, alas ! it be-r 
^ gins already to fhew itfelf in the legs; and a man 
^^ cannot walk a yard without betraying the emo-^ 
^^ tions and qualities oi his heart and head^ ^ I find 
^^ alfo that he take^ into the calculation the tones 
" and. inflexions of the voice;, and. his hair, is cut 
" above his ears,. I fuppofe to facilitate, the en-* 
" trance of every cadence and femi-tone*. 

^ Now, Sir, if this rage ilvould (pread much^ 
^ ^\ we muft begin to talk with our fingers, and ma<* 
^ nufa£lure words like yarn ;. for no man will be» 
'* able to look you in the face,^or fpeak or write,^ 
'^ without difcloling every fecret of . his bofom. 
'* As my nephew reads the, Looker-on, your* 
^' admiffion of this letter may turn out greatly tOv 
V his benefit, and will .much oblige 
<* Yours faithfully,; 

^ ? BfiNjN. Invoice." 

ro 
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To TH« R^r. Simon Otir^^BKAvcn* 

« W0RTHIP SfMON, * 

« I do not doubt but that it wBl give yoit 
^ greater pleafure to be informed of any n«w 
•* invention- of public iitilfty, than of any new 
•* ihapeor inftance-of folly or degeneracy, laoi' 

* the authortrf a dlfcovcfywhich^I think of g;feat 
*^ and general importance, as it fupplles a method^ 

* that if perfeflly innocent, of coming at the real 
•*' charafters of thofcwith whom we are comwded.^ 
« When I was a little boyj I could- tell, by my 
•* father's manner of ftirring the fife at his return 
•* from 'Change, the price of ftocks, and the news, 
•• at Lloyd^s.. If things went ill',, he would fpend: 
** half an hour in beating it down, till die fame 
•* gloom was crcatedun the parlour that prevailed' 
<• in the Alleys butif a fleet had juft arrived, he 

* would be (ttte to raife a flame to giv« it- a wan-im 

* recepttom 

•* My obfefvations'ftbod me iiffgreatftead' daring, 
«* my appfenticefltipi. andthie found of the poker 

* over head, when my matter c^me horned ditmer, 
«* like the bar before die entrance of an opefa- 
•* finger, acquainted ine at once with the difpofi- 
«* tion I Ihould find'him in when Lwent up ftairs; 

« wJicdicr 
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^ whether I was tck be reproached for foffpery and* 
<^ aegle£b, or commended for mj deeeccy andfc 
^^ diligence* 

<^ I have fiAce frequented cliii^ and iMdibi 
^ i9eetiA^,,aiidh«kve,alwa]rsrforefe^yk]r the aitf 
^ of thisi erke«ioiv whoiMEas to be^ the fpeaker, aiid 
^ whsu tujrn the arg,uine»t. w^ txi take*. I know,' 
^ th^e^ EOOHBherc a matt advances! toirnds the poker, 
^ that tb^eis'fontethi]^ fturing-iaibis he^d> and 
^ iffi^i)r..the fikbjfc^ has bee&pahtic% I have been 
^> able to prQOouaQCvffom.a.Vioient raking of the 
^ bottpm bai!>thftt his indignation would be di« 
" redted againft places and penfions. I can now 
^ determine, at a morning call,, whether or not I 
^ am to b^ aUked to dinner, by the ufe that is made 
'* of the poker^ Whenever I have any bufmefs ta 
« fettle, I defire ta talk it over before the fire y 
^ and no man handleSimy.moD&y, tiU I know how 
^ he handles my. poker. Authors are the only. 
« chara£ters out of my reach, who are feldom feen. 
^ to ftir a fire on aay. praviicaitioA;. either becaufe 
^ theyKbeve. no fi(e. at boaw to ftir,. or iiecauib 
<^ they- are feidcya plACxd within reach of them; 
** abriwd. 

* Thus,, 
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" Thus, Sir, do I call over the coals every nua 
*• I meet} and the courfe of my difcoveries can 
^* only be fufpended by a warm Aimmer, or a de- 
" tention of the colliers* You will at once fee the 
" advantage of my pra£Uce over phyfiognomy, 
^ chirography,- chiromancy, or any other occult 
*^ art,, as a touch of the wind-colic may ftamp a 
" very good-natured fellow a churl; hand -writing 
^ may be forged, and the hand itfelf be hardened 
^ by labour: but the plan I offer will always be 
^ practicable while cM pinches, and fire burns.. 
"•Yours, With great warmth, 
" Peter Poker/* 



N^ l6. TUESDAY, MAY !• 

«' Ocuras bcmiKum /. ' quavtuw eft In rehui 'waaet^* 
« Ob» theiidiculdus cares of .men ! how much- nothingnels there.: 
- « la ittiiieir,purfttiu!*' ■ 

EMPIRE QF NOTHING.. 

A V I & I O N.v 

Among my qUalificatibAs for the undertaking; 
in which I am embarked, lihould do myfelf great 
injuftice not to include my talent for dJfeaming. 

Whea-. 
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When my waking thoughts begin to fail me, I 
have nothing to do but ^o place myfelf in my mo^ 
ther's great chair, and fall deliberately afleep. This 
I do with fuch fliccefs, that the old lady, fays I have 
a genius this way 5 and very much commends the 
felicity of my ileeping fancies. Upon thefe occa- 
fions, however, when, to prevent my readers from 
ileeping, I .find it neceflary to fall afleep myfelf, 
I never omit the ceremony of putting on my 
figured roquelaure, which exhibits a fort of myf- . 
tical hieroglyphical pattern, and may, on that 
account, contain as much virtue and efficacy, as 
Mrs. Corbyn's original root for gold aiid filver 
dreams. • , 

Yefterday being Thurfday, there was a tpecti^ig 
of our Society, in which Mr. Anthony Allworth 
delivered fome excellent obfervations on the vulgar 
tautology of faihionable life, and the nonfenf^ 
and nullity of moft of thofe purfuits which fill out 
the meafure of our exiftence and our exertions. . I 
came home, determined to follow up my friend's re- 
marks through the courfe of a Paper ; but finding 
myfelf finking below my model, in fpite of my 
utmoft efforts, I called for my oracular gown, aiid 

dropping 
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dropping into the great chair, wilei^ I could 
neither fee^ nor be feen, was prefeotty ehanned 
into a gentle fleep,, that produced a new'Cxeatioii 
around me« 

Methought I was wandering throifgh a dark 
foreft, and unhappily loft* my way;. I proceeded 
with ^ain and wearinefe tilM came to the month 
of a prodigious cavern, outof which- there ifiued 
mux* fog^ and' vapour* An irrefHtiMe ctrriofity 
drew me» onwards^ ttfll reached the ipot> wllere 
I eoold notabffain fronr ffatnding atthe entrance 
of the cave> and ftaoping (oewzrdt as mcreh as*l 
could, to gain a view of the interior parts* of it* 
At this moment I was attacked with fiich a gid'^ 
#fieifr and ftupor^ accompanied :with^ fitch a ftrange 
fiflging^ ii\ my head^ Aat- with all my- efiwts I 
tibuld not keep n»y feet ; butj after a few turi»> 
ieft ppone iht^ thee hollew ahyfe,. and fbeme<l ta 
fen through a " vaft vaeaky '*^ «* te» thoafimd 
<^ fathom decpj*^ 

My filjl feemod to be as tedious as that of the 
TitaflSj^ 5?rfii& were nixie dsys and night? in reaching 
-"■■ ' the 
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thepiofiindtty of TaiKtniSi and I haid hegua to 
think I never iiiould regais my footing, wlura 
fiidrienl^Iibund^tnyjfelf in tbemtd&ofa^acipus 
plain;, at one e»tj!efnity of whidi I could diiccrn 
thrfptres ah«t turrets of a vaft eityt As die wbote 
CQuncxy was tnyeioped in a.thkk fog^ evxxy objeft 
appeared Qxtremelf large^ and out of alt. propor- 
tion; and a crowd of people, that vrnte zwaxEuig 
themfdTe^f with ibnw play9> and g^njbotsi in the 
ciaopaigv^ .that ftreUhed itfidflbefoce mo, put me 
trangl)^ kdAiiid oi: SttMiohenge, on. SbiUhtxryiBbioi^ 
^dl$wa»rttj postitaliy} naixsod) ky th^ ancient 
&nEon6^.:^-Tke'JtDmoe!.of)thii Otants.*' ^ 

WMlir f tv«i^' lookiiftg^ abdut mft* tfie* uAiat 
ftare of a foreigner^ there came running towards 
me^ very nMch oiit of breath, a* dvils gefttlemftn, 
with a body fvs^Ien out to a vafli cirCHmference^ and 
a countenance extremely bloated, whaofftreS- very 
prfitdy ♦ to be my conduftor and' interpreter, as I 
iHmed tabave no acquaintonce iir the place where 
I was. I thanked hint very much for his conde-- 
fcenfion, and accepted his* ofFer with the beftgrace 
r could, declarmg myfcif a perfe(a ftranger to the 
cetintryirt which. I found myfelf. " I guefied as' 
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** much," he replied, with great civility in his 
looks, but ftill puffing and blowing as if he never 
could have recovered. hiin&lf.. . ^^ You arc not in 
^^ that plump, kigh-fbd conditLon> (o general among 
" the natives'of this countrj':, and which foHowii 
M from the great quantity of fixed air tJiey devour. 
•* I muft begin then with informing you that you 
^ are at this moment in the. kingdom of Nothings 
^ the moft populous and fiouriihing empire of all 
<« the fiates of the univerfe.'' «< Is it poffible^'* 
cried I^ ^ that this can be the cafe, when the very 
'* refiftance of the ground to the preflure of my- 
^ feety and the.per&A iife I have of all my fenfes^ 
** prove inconteftably that what I fee before mc 
^ £S not inanity^ but fubftahce iind matter i**'. ' 

« Your remark," replied my new acquaint- 
ance, ^ is not unnatural ; but you are to learn 
^^ that the nothings of which this our country is 
«* compofed, ,are not diftinguiflied by their impal- 
^ pability, but their vanity and inutility j not by 
«^ their want of weight, but their want of value : 
** and we have no one article among us, that, on a 
^' fair valuation, would purchafe an old fong, in 
^ die iflaiid you have left — I Uy^ on a fair valua- 
^ tion i becaufe, fomehow or other;, our nothings 

'^ have 
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** have rifento fuch high dlimation among you of 
^^ l^te years, and our emigrations have been fo nu- 
^ merous and frequent by means of our balloons, 
" that his Inane Majefty has been obliged to op-i 
^ pofe fevere prohibitions and reftri£Uons to this 
^ increafing rage, which would otherwife foon ex-* 
'^ baud and depopulate his klngdoni : he has 
^ therefore, within thefe few days, recalled, by a 
*' veryfolemn edi<^all his loving fuibjc<^ where- 
^ ever^iftrihuted^ and! doubt not, hot that you 
" will enconntet:, by and by, many old faces, if not 
" old friends, who have taken much iefs time about 
*' the journey than probably you have, done, by 
** TcaTon of .their knowled^re of the fhorteft way 
^ hither. When you return, you will be afto^ 
" niibed at the depopulatedftate of your own coun- 
-** tryv and yet will wonder at the tumult and vio- 
'^ lence which prevails ; for thofe of our people who 
'** . are lateft arrived, report, Aat the yirtu<»u8 and vi- 
'^ cious parts of mankind, for want of fome inter* 
^ mediate chara£lers to break and. divide their 
^ forces, are fidlen upon each ether with iinquali* 
" lied fury. But while yourcuriofityis fopower- 
^* fully excited by the objeds that lie before you, I 
^^ will n<tf detain you by any political difcuffiongp 

** We 
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^ We williiow proQOed tdwiar<k (he cit^^ wUdi 19 
^ called Tintinabiai and where olie hour will five 
^ you a greater infight trito our manners and cut* 
^ toms, than a whole day fpem in dtfcourfitigiipon 
•* thenu I have two or three vefy great iphilofo- 
** phers to dine Ivith me to-day on fomc rf the heft 
^ dephlogiftkated air the country can produce ; 
*^ and I hope for the pleafure of ind'oducing you 
^ to them. Icanpromife yea, befldes, &xne t»* 
^ rious kinds of fteam, all exceUent^ and .fome of 
^ the froth of bottled fmall-beer^ which has been iti 
** oiy cellar thefe twenty years." 

After eacprdSng my kuh of this courtefy in the 
tondfoBieft oisnner pisffible, we ftept)ed«togBther 
iato the balloon of my condo^x^r, and- af^iv^ in a 
£ew minujtes in die largeft itceet in xhs capital. 
As foon arwe alighted^ I was almoft fhuined witK 
the noife which prevailed all oroiuid nne, and wUch 
ieemed to iflue from evety corner 4 fodwt I could 
fcarcely eafch. a word that fbH fixun ray friend'^ 
inoHth» thoitgh I could observe that faefeemed to 
lunre no diffioiky in hearing eviery thing I ^d; 
and appeared to be net at all furprifed.or eanl»r- 
raiifed by the icdiftin£b clamour wfaicfa.folbwed ui 
ivvterever we went. 

5 Though 
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Though there was no great appearance of trado 
in the city, except in coxcombries and gewgaws 
of various kinds, yet the prefs and hurry of each 
perfon that was walking in the ftreet was remark- 
able, and the more foy as none of them feemed to 
have any point in view, but went backwards and 
forwards, in the fame track,with the utmoft eager* 
nefs and precipitation in their countenances } and> 
look which way you would, you might have ima- 
gined an attorney carried to the pillory, or a pick- 
pocket to the pump* I thought I recoUcfted many 
farcically folemn perfons in this crowd, whom I had 
formerly remarked at the Royal Exchange in 
London, and who, while they feemed to have the 
"burden of Atlas upon their Ihoulders^ were ac- 
tually little more than noify nothings, that puzzled 
bufineff;^ and carried all their confequence in their 
4ooks. 

As I paffed on, I peeped into every Ihop to 
form fome judgment of their commerce, their 
wants, their faChions, and their taftes ; and feeling 
myfelf a Iktie difordered by the foggy atmofphere 
<rfthis region, called in at an apothecary's, where I 
Iwa^owed fome gingerbread pills, which they gave 

mc 
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me for excellent rhubarb ; and on my looking a 
little fufpicious, my guide aflured me that every 
thing in that place was as innocent as bread and 
chcefe. 

The hair-dreflers fhops were fo full that there 
was no room for wig-blocks j and my friend affurcd 
me, that it was not unufual for the cabinet minif- 
ters to fpend feven hours a day in the arrangement 
of their head- dreflcs. The milliners and haber- 
dafhers /hops were not lefs crowded ; and I was 
informed that the labour of twirling ribbands em- 
ployed a million of able-bodied fubjedls. Many 
perfcns, whom I underftood to be authors, and 
who feemed in very excellent cafe for authors, were 
regaling themfelves with the fteam which iffued 
from a tavern kitchen : and when ihcy had fatis- 
lied nature, I obferved that they confiftently enough 
paid for their .treat, by jingling their money in 
their breeches pockets, 

The.number of lottery-offices was prodigiousi 
almoft every fifth houfe being devoted to this idle 
traffic. As a great many of thefe chance-mer- 
chants had been recalled by the late edi(^ it was 

pleafant 
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plea&nt«0qqgh to &e written oyet thmr 4oQr^$j 
<^ Remorcd fromCheapfide,orFlect-ftrect;'^ or, 
fuch a om, <^ Jate bttery^-office keeper in the 
".Poultry," 

I own :it *gai^e me much fatis&ifHan lo fee the 
bookMers (hops fo full; as this raifed in me. a 
pkafing hope of iwkiing, on my j-^tiim, much 
thinner ^nd choicer colkftion^ in my o^q couit. 
'try } for I have always diought that die advantages 
arifing'frem the difcovery of printing, are nearly 
overbalanced by the fpreading ills its abufe and 
^ri^itution have occaftoned. In moft of diefc 
feops there was a prodigious nwnber of dedica- 
tions and pa^gyrics which biid bc.a brougfet 
back on.fpecalation, by the numerous tribe of 
bookmongers and authors who had been recalled. 
LfoW ptefijtfed to *Pcatifes, de Chirothicii 4/ Ocnis^ 
4e Lucmnk H Candekbris^ dtO^Uis. et Fvrcis, 
¥ery -fpleiidid dedications, addre&d .to perfons 
^ whom nobsdy ha^ wjer heard4)4Aioder, the titles -of 
'^Mjimt^MixJntiqaHatum In/iaurai^ri. filmffims^ 
~Bcckfm'P¥.9ft^xiUn suerruna, I .coidd fiad Mo^ 
thatSalmanaaaar'i.D^rtption of the Fo|tunate 
Ifland, the Ethiopian Travels, Maqchaufen's Ad- 

^^^' ^* L venture?, 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



a«l8 THE LOOKIR-OW. N« l6* 

ventures, and Lucian's True Hiftoiy, were books 
•of unqucftionable authority in the literature of 
Jthii country. In turning over a variety of volumes 
on the fubjea of philofophy, I could not but 
xemark a great many folios of French difcoveries 
in phyfics and metaphyiics, mixed together with a 
heap. of poems and novels, Almoft all our late 
ilramalic produaiojis, it feems, had been re.called; 
jmd many a fuftian fcribbler had been fummoncd 
away in the midft of his triumphs and his gains, 
.and ordered to brinjg his play in his pocket. 

In the courfe of my perambulation it was impcJ- 
fible not to take notice of the many airy equipages 
which were paffing ^o and fro ; and, to judge from 
the multitude of ducal and other coronets, whidi 
were painted thereon, there feemed to be a mighty 
.number of moft noble and right honourable peers : 
and my conduaof told me, that fo many of this 
number had been recalled, that I fhould find, on 
my return, the coach-makers wardioufes full -of 
the fecond-hand carriages of the nobUityj and 
fliould be able to call a ftate-coach ikom the 
ftand at Charing-Crofe, and rid^ in it to St. Paul?s 
for eighteen-penec. 

As 
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As there happened to be a ftoppage of Ait bal- 
loon^coaches, in a narrow ftreet called Fripperf 
Row, I had leifare to obferve the'different faced of 
tfaofe who w^e carried sdohg in them, and wa$ 
pleafed at recognizing fome very noify memberis of 
our houfe of commons. Th^re were alio a gteat 
many fleek £iices in full4>ottom^ wigs, and a vaft 
deal of lawn and prunella in many of :thefe floaliing 
carriages; and Xome laii^ers, whoieemed to be 
fetting out on dieir -circuits, complained very 
bittesly of the dela)i;i wh^fe one of them, who was 
deftined by his Inane Majeily to be the futune 
chancellor, was rapping out a ftring of oaths at 
leaft as long as the line of coaches. 

I own I could not help^being a little icahdalized 
at the prodigious number of ^^ Lookers-oh'' that 
choaked up the ftreets; but my ginde afTured 
me that they were only fuch as had nothing in 
their beads, and received from what was pafing 
before them, a fort of idiotic gratification, or fucK 
a pleafure as babies experience ia beholding a iky* 
rocket or catharine-wheel. ^ The moftierious 
^^ parts of ihefe men's lives^" faid he, *^ are ipient 
^ in affifting at dinners, or waUui^g in pro* 
L 2 '^ceffionsj 
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<<ireeffi<mii; ndit 16 fin^priiing mrbset nuftsbers of 
^ .tbi» dtrcriptidn have been Te€iali«d by d|ir edid 
* ftwn dieicoyiitry td Whibh you bfelong." iittt 
I )«it«iYttp«td ihy guid«^ atnd begged to know die 
hotir t)f 'dib'ifefiy^ but lie toU me itet lio i7fai$che$ 
or docks' could be itiade to go in that country, 
oi«rrng tO' feme^quali^ in 'tiie air^tiAi^h relaxed 
thtir tarings; a cmumi^nce, fadwevef) the isb 
to be^reg^eited^ as a {^ople tlAt faadn^hiiig todoi 
Cdutd have no great refckbnVAgft with 'Millie. Be 
■dd^d, i!iat they ^^merally toid the days of the 
weak by the lengdi of tiie meji's beards in the 
mafket places. 

I obferved to my friend, as we continued our 
^v^k, the prodigious noife' bf tet^ues, which 
IWlhed'Oo iiKie from alnioft every third houfe we 
pailbd, aiidwas furp^ifed Ut being told -that there 
was no left a number than iiHre'thOuf:^ klebuting- 
clubs in the city of TintiftidMa ; and ^that, in a 
part oTthe town calfed Rag-Street, Cdio^Square, 
thefe vw«a pcrp^tial ruinbling like the'feund-of 
i}ackney.«oadie3 iti London. I did nfot^fbi'get to 
pay . toy vlfir to fome of the chufthes, \AAdi were 
«I1 cix>wded like every other public phrce, :ind 

' where 
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\vherc aH feemed to be talking as load as dtef could; 
but the clergynsafi (with the help of his fou2\ding« 
board) louder tlian them all ; and I could obferve 
a great number of pious and plump Chriftians 
throw quantities of ojrfterrfbiHs and fott *n nuts 
iiHo the poor's boxes. 

la regard to the buildings, I could not but takf 
notice, that they feerped throughout of a fipiilar 
conftruflion and confiftency to thofe.new rows of 
houfes which have lately been parted together in th^ 
fuburbs of London J and the. place all together 
looked m0rQ like the model of a cityi of f"ch a 
one as the paftry-^cook in Cornbill will.buildfqr a 
Iord-mayor*s dinnefi tha^ a real a()d habits^le 
metropolis. 

I fliall give the remaining part of ^he hiftory qf 
piy vifion, in a future Paper, which will contain a 
defcription of my travels up the. couptry^ &ftd my 
jatrpduftion at court. 



L 3 N« 17. 
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N^ 17. SATITRDAY, MAY 5.r 

i^, Alufii, teadtr ? 
Whither, my Mufe« ah ! whither art tbe« going ? 



M- 



L Y conftant attention to^the various defcrip-* 
tions of charadlers into which mankind diftribute 
themfelves, has brought me acquainted with fe- 
veral fmaller claflcs and fubdivifions, which pafs 
unobferved by thofe who watch thefe diverfities 
lels narrowly than myfclf. In my profeffion of a 
Looker-on, there is a fkill in clai&ng and arran* 
ging not unlike that which^ is expeded from the 
botanift in the detail of his particular fcience. It 
will often happen> that a curious individual among^ 
men, like a rare ipecimen among plants^ vnil pais 
for a nonp-defcript with thofe wha have puihed 
their refearches to but a moderate extent; while 
€>thcrs, who have profscufcd their inquiries with 
greater accuracy and ardour, and have taken- richer 
and wider views of their fubje<J]l, wilt have no 
difficulty^ for the moft part, in referring to fome 
feparate divifion each frefh particular, and gaininj^ 
a. property in their new difcoveries, by thus 
bringing them within a fort of inclofure. 

In 
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In Ac courie of my- obfcrvations,. there have 
flarted up in my way a fet of meh who are occupied- 
through all the prime part of their lives in hunting 
aJfter their own genius without fuccefs ', who, with 
unwearied pertinacity,, are forcing their faculties- 
into every channel but the right> and| after tof-^ 
turing their minds a thouiand ways, yield to the 
depreffion Of oonftant dilappointmcnt,- and fink 
into barren defpondency, or the ruinous reiburces^ 
6f vulgar diffipation^ Thofe wha are without the 
refl;le&ne(s of ambition, or the promptitude 6i: 
talents, may eaiily find their proper level, and 
have only-to live in harmlefs inoccupation, or fbii 
under the diredlions of aiv a£l4ve ta(k*mafter : but 
(iichas feel a coixfciouihefe of ability, and a fpirit 
to exert it, have a flrong intereft in difcovering 
the employment moft congenial to their chara£^ers, 
and proportionate to their capacities. Under this 
latter defcription the greater part of us moft cer- 
tainly may rank ;.. for, happily, the inftanccs are not 
common, wherein nature has fent mere blanks 
into life, of which no application can be made to 
the general advantage: and I am apt to think, that 
many of the leaft gifted among us, have fire enough 
vrithin us to yield a fpark, if our deftiny do but " 
bring us into collifion with the proper obje£J. 

L 4 I re- 
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I remember, about five and thirty yeftrs ago, 
sit college, a yoittii, pf a fair face, a plum|>^ c^)a- 
cStion^ and a vivacity of de^ortfldenfr, wfco-TOS' 
moft £u>guijieiy bent dpon diibevering that parti- 
cular (pot in the whol^ usinge of bamanteifeeUenc^) 
which nature had defigmd him to iU^miyjiMe^ tod 
where hi« genius might claim a fkfftofhotM and 
inheriittnce* Dick Addle, trkhMC- b^ng; c^tig^d 
to Platoj had accidehtally fellen itixm tte ancifeht 
doiSlriiie of r^minifeenCe'; and it wad a blind opi^ 
iiitonof hi«i that if v^ could but hit ufMc^ Aa 
llurfuit that e^Mtrefpohded ^ich the ftr6& andlefl-' 
defky of our genius, vv^ ftoi^kithavd Kttitt -^aKfe^ 
to do' but to'exert the facultj' of ikiemoif in re- 
ftiming thofi^ ideas which bid "b^eti given us-^ 
(3iur bitths, and which ddly needed 'id ehtdiim^r 
their congenial obje^^ to be fiim^oiled ti:ftO Iffe 
and iidivity. ' • . > *. - 

" l>Jck fet cut 6ti hh xKfco^eri^s wiiR amaiiilg 
if dour, and pi-Dceeded with uiicoitimdn perfeve- 
ianeejall the <5te'ah of his lilt'e^llea' was failed 
ovel-, and its ikkfloW^ afcci*taiiltd with pluminet 
and h'nej but Dick faw nothing but aT)arren fea, 
a ^oiJqj fl^TgiTiro? : andfftflias he urged his courie, 
• ' • there 
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there was. opehed before him a wi^ and mprc 
difcodbbte expanfe of fuUei^ usoiforiaity:. I ufed 
tQ fkf this jQuftg gentlemaa very omch, on the 
account of hia repotted fajluress and could not 
.help ha$Gtiting tbftt fp much g^ meaning ftould 
ffmtKrith ib much 131 Imk* 

But Dklc was tnde&tig^e in his f^ndeavo^u-s : 
fometimes he was an author, fometimcs a patron, 
Somc^mcn a politieiiint fi^«(><n6s a jefter, ibme- 
tmt9^ pbilofophoT) aii4 fym^m^ a fiddler; my 
-a.magiftrate^ f>0W9^ mech^vnic^ zn antiquary, aa 
Adgehraift, jan ^^ftrplogrr; but aU would not do; 
for. before Dif^ had gpt M^ tbrpugh with bis 
^«nPl»aiOrplw)fes ' anfd paoj^rimeiits, be was robhe<^, 
jidicuhsd^ che;iit«d,{puiFed, lampooned|{K>fted^peL(je(^9 
rmft«d»;CiitJ(»p> toiiSbdin a. blanket, and fo often 
Jcicked, that» d» w^ read in Hudibr^y be rofe at 
laft to.fiicb nicety fpf difcriffliuatiop, ^$ tp telj, by 
laa ien&tioi^ al0niSitb^diieB^flp^,be]^^en S{anii(h 
.jmdAeat*£|ca^ri . . , 

• - ::(» 

UAdar alLtbefo .trials and. defeats, DicjcV feic 

.^gceanTi linger,. and. bis purfe f^iopter^ every t^jT; 

till> by one of th« luckieft accidents ift,<^'.v?<jf|d, 

L 5 Dick 
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Dick married a wife ; and at the end of three years 
being the father of five rofy children^ he appeared 
every where with the- moft (miling and contented 
^ice -in the world'; dedaring to ail his ftiends, that 
his pains were at laft' rewarded, by the difcovery 
of his particular talent, i^ich lay, as was proved^ 
in fupplying the community with healthy children, 
and in teaching them taride on broomfticks*. . 

Not all the gravity, however, of his more coiw- 
fcquehtial fitaation in life, could ever baniih froin 
the memories of his college-acquaintance, the ri- 
diculous name that was given tohhn, o£D6ubtiiig 
Dicky. I am informed too^ that his origUial chs^ 
rafter has frequentty difcovered kfelf aftefli, Jn the 
^ embarraiTment he has laboured under in the dif> 
poial of his children ; and that his eldeft fon, aft«r 
being drubbed as a wit, thrown into a ditch in tbe 
charaAer of a fox-hunter, and eafluered as> 4i 
ioldier, was> about » mondi ago, with grent 
difficulty recoveiied from drowning by the procefs 
of die Humane Society, after courageoufly 
letting the Thames at defiance with his diving- 
bell and balloon, ia the chanifber o£ a modern 
phifofo|phcr» 

I 
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I beg leave to follow up this account of poor 
pick Addky with a rule that may perhaps be fer^ 
yice^ble to tbofe ^o may happen to find them- 
S^v^s 4A s^. Similar diftrefs. Let fuch as doubt, like 
jDicki of their proper deftination, make choice at 
once pf (bme humble handicraft employment, in 
which there is little riik to themfelves, and a 
fure profit to the community. In thefe unambi- 
tious walks of life, a failure can terminate in no 
confequential evils $ while, on the contrary, Ihc 
unfuccefsful trials which are every day made in 
the provinces of genius and tafte, ifpread wide and 
deep their mifchievous cffe<as, and leave laftlng 
impreifijons of injury and diicredLt*. 

I have no doubt but that fociety muft g^iin 
greatly by the gpneral adoption of fuch a rule as I 
kave laid down -^ for wliere it lofes one man of 
real genius, it will efcape a fcore of pretenders. 
Bcfides which, perhaps itwouldbefouiid, that out 
of.themafe of mechanical induftry, into which I 
would Arow all thefe hefxtating g^mlemen^ the 
i^oce fiibtile and volatile parts would rife witii a 
chemicalafcicFity, and leav« behind them the heavier 
and Iblider fubftancesy, to occupy thei^ natural 
places in the order of life. 

L 6 One 
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One of my anceftdrsy who wAs^ flic greateft 
drdl of all the OHve^branehes^ among tMher odd 
particulars, has left us altft of the accidental dif^ 
corerie^ which his differeht acqoMiHsttide hm^ 
made of their orw^n talenesi aiid ijie oocafiofi^ of 
thofe difcoverie^ a few »rtkles of whkh I witt 
h}r before my readersi Hi^ motto ts^- " 

Plus enimfati vfilet bora henigki 
^uaHiJi te Perieru eommtndet e^Jiota Martu 

** Try all you can, by intVeft, lovci or letter j 
«« A lucky hit will do yittt bufiiieft btttth** ' 

ilth of Mar chj 1672;— Sam StUnt^ happening to 
put himfelf into a pair of fcdes in tte courfe of 
feme experiments on the efFedbs of air on thb 
human body^ ^ifcovered himielf tobe^lhbexail 
weight for a hotfe} and^ inft<3(d of ' a ridi4 
culous pMlofopherj is become^ very'feateoi 
jockey; 

jtft of ApriK— iTom Hardcafttej inendfeaVoiiring 
to be Tieitty *hi$ day on all mankind^ found 1* 
^ better as a butt, and bias fmce fenred-iti that 
capacity, to the great etttertkintrtent of his 
fliends* 

4tk 
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4th of JuneA-^Ned Spare-rib- begaa to walk the 
' haf^tai tfait day, andconvinced himfelf and the 

worU, befere* night, that nature had defigiied 

him lor a ^areaife'butcbeiw 

17A of Attgaft.-^Will erois^ftick) who had 
written feveral pamphlets, and much treafen, 
widiout turning a penny, as he was whiftiing 
out his meditations, faw a rufty raeor lying on 
ilie road : his genius took fire at the omen, and 
iie is fince become a topping baiber at Shore- 
diteh« 

Hd of September.— Jack Parfnip, who had begun 
his career as a pariih-ofScer, and had fince 
ileppai forward as a great politioiaa,. being 
pursued hstrd by the baiUtfs, hid faimfeiftsn a 
dung-scart: his genitB for gardenii^ began* im- 
i mediately to make great Ihoots 5 and the bcft 
' melons ih- the coiinty are now of his raifing, 

4* of • N6vcmbet.--&oib' Bir^irki after foBowing 
• ' the- htrfirtels of in attorney without fuccefi for 
»• many *years, found out his talent for mimicry 
as he followed arich uncle -to the grare. 

4 lit 
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ift of December*— Ben Bodidn. was a fellow of 
fprightly parts : he felt confcious of a genius for 
ibmething, but he cKd not know what' i. he tj*ied 
various callings and occupations, till^ beitig 
hired at the theatre to aiHft in die proceifion in 
die tragedy of Alexander the Great^ he fcraped 
acquaintance with a journeyman tailor : his 
genius developed itfel£inamontent> and before 

- Alexander could well get into Babylon^ he drew 
a pair of iciiiars from his pockety and made a 
defperate effort to cabbage, the ikirt of hi^ rojral 
mantle. I am told that at this day there is 
nothing in the whole trade fo capital as the cut. 
of Ben Bodkin's coats^ 

24th of December. -?• As Bob Furbifli wasturnrng^ 

. the. corner of aftreet, his Kat was blown off* 

. into an auctioneer's pulpit : he followed it clofe^ 

and mounted the roftrum juft as they had begun 

to bid for it*. The moment be faw the crowd 

below him, the workings of his mind were pro-* 

. digious i he declared himfelf inipired, and hurr 

lied down without his hat ; the next day he en* 

tered.into the profeffion; and no- man handles 

the hammer like Bob Forbiih at this hour. 

5 2d of 
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2d of January, 1673,-- Paui Puff had afted as 
pedlar, puppetfhow-man, and quack-doiSlory 
tai, being tempted on the evening of this day 
to take a hot mutton-pye in exchange for a 
box of pills, all the paftry-cook was lighted up 
in his £>it], and bis ihop is now the moft con« 
fiderable in the city. 

But I muft drop thefe drolleries of Mr. Ibs^ 
Olive-branch, my great-great-grandfather, in or-r 
der to leave room for the following Is^tter* > 

^ Sir, 
' ** 1 am a conftant reader of the Looicer-on> 
" and confefi I am pleafed with your manner of 
** treating thols difeafes of the mind which have 
*' fallen under your contemplation. I have not 
" yet however had the good fortune to find in it a 
** fufficient remedy for my own. In order there- 
** fore that my cafe may be taken into confidera^ 
** tioh, I will give you as accurate an. account as I 
** can, bothof thefymptoms of the complaint, and 
** of the methods I have ufed towards its cure, 
<* requefting that whatever may appear topromife 
** relief to your diftreffed patient, may be pub- 
** lifljed in your paper as foon as pofEble. 

« I am 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«32 Tnz xoos:£K:rQi^ N^iy. 

<< I am a bachelor of about fiftjr years of age, 
^ and am a prejr to a paffioa that confmoea sie. 
^ I caa reft aeidier night nor day for dsc rage I 
*^ feel for autfaorfhip, and tliie honoucs of genius ; 
^^ the trophies of ibme Miltiades or other are for 
^ ever difturbing my peace. Hojw cady this 
** paiEon got poffeiEon of, my mind, I. cannot ac- 
" curately inform you ; but to the beft of my 
* remembrance I perceived the firft intruiions 
'* of it about fifteen years ago, when I was ad- 
^ mitted a member of the Royal Society. My 
** whole diftrefs arifes from my inability to dif- 
^ cover whether I am a man of genius or not. 
« This is a difcovery which I am extremely 
*^ anxious to make, before I either entirely refign 
** the thoughts of becoming an author, or deter* 
** mine to enter upon this toalfome career. 

^ Various are the means which I have purfiied? 
•* and laborious are the refearches whiah I taye 
*' made, to convince myfelf of a truth fp neceflkry 
^ to the eftablifhment of my peace or the in^reafe 
.** of my fame : among others, I colle<9: from all 
"*' quarters the lives and anecdotes of great men > 
Y: and according as I find a funil^rity between 

« their 
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^^ da»k habits and. mj^QWn, I judgft of theeni^nt 
** of my capaeky^ The €o»f^i*«|Cj? of this is^ 
M tbail when J difcov^r .iii myfi^if a oongmality 
^^ of though^ or c^ioci4eef;e of bqhaviouc 
<f with thcan>. I zm elated abpv^ nif afure, con<> 
^ fider fiich an agreement as an undoubted 
«« proof of th^ fiiperiof ity of my genius^ and feei 
<^ my ibul ^tp9ind.mtb&cr£ta£rui:ance9 of jmmor* 
^ tality on earth ; but if no points of iimilituda 
^ difcover themfelves, I am thrown at once into 
^ defpondency^- and fed myfelf fmking t5 the 
^ l^vei ofi.tfaoib 'wha hare Jain long forgot(e(i in 
^ tfad^r tbmbs4. As l.kxikL.upQa.fupcrifirity of 
^< genic^'tioi'' 1iff..die..htgheft felicity hsre below, 
^'and'4ilUtid&^ as 'Z teriiUle vifitatlpn, my lifirhd is 
^ continu^ly bandied between hope and deipair^ 
«• dejckaioti and pride. • 

'■ «' All the night before laft I pafled in waking 
^ dreams of- greatnefs, occafioned by my having 
** fotaewhere *ead,. thai after the ordinary at- 
^ tendance at college, the great John Locke had, 
** like myfelfjbeen judged unqualified to take his 
* degrees; But this happinefe was only of a 
•♦night's duration: in the moiling my hopes 

" were 
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^ were at once. Wafted by reading in Plutarch's 
« Lives, that Cafer was afflifted with an epikpfy j 
" a diforder from which I unfortunately found 
« myfelffree. The melancholy impreffions pro- 
" duced by this difcovery were very foon removed- 
« by overhearing my landlady tell one of her 
« neighbours, that duaring the paroxyfens of a vio- 
" lent fever I had aited as Dean Swift uled todo- 
^ in his periodical fits* 

« My manners alfo are as variable as my Bap- 
•* pinefs is uncertain ; for wfien 1 can deted no 
« traces of fimilitude betweea my ordinary ha-- 
" bitF, and thofe of the gr^at man: whofe life I 
" am reading, I take violent paiiia to accommodate- 
" myfelf to the model I fo mudi admire^ I have 
^ fufFered, however, greatly in the courfe of this* 
" laudable ambition ; for having heard that Ben 
** Jonfon ufed commonly to write without his 
** coat, forgetting to enquire at what time of the 
** year, I fat at my delk all January l»tt in my 
" doublet and hofe till I caught a rheumatifra that 
*' nearly coft me my life. Hence the different 
*' lives I read have as great efFe£l upon njycondudt 
** as the paffions of the cameloon upon the. colour 

<S o£ 
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<' of its body. At onetime I am fllent and fober, 
^ like Addifon ; at another, convivial and loqua-' 
**• cious, like. Steele: thisdaylaiTumethefternneis 
^^ and incivility of Johnfonf again, I am all fub<- 
•* miflion, like Gay : now, I am proud and im- 
** perious, like Swift ; then, likeThompfon, mo(feft 
^^ and unaiTuming: in (hort, I conftantly carry 
^* along with me ihe fpirit of the author wfaofe Hf« 
^ I am perufing. 

>* In the purfuit of this great obje£l of my liCr, 
^. I have often pulhed my enquiries very far into 
** the profundity of natural caufes, but have been 
^ as unfuccefsful in this as in my other attempts; 
** My efcapes, however, from a total difcovery of 
** dulnefs on the one hand, and my difj^pointments 
** in not attaining to a complete confirmation of 
" my ingenuity on the other, have been aarrow 
^ and numerous. All hopes of immortalidng my 
** name were. lately almoft entirely cut ofF, by 
^^ reading an account of giants and pygmies in 
." Goldfmith's Natural Hiftory. ' Here^ in oppo^ 
" fition to ray favourite theory, that the minds of 
" men are great in proportion to the fize of. their 
« bodies, that author attempts to prove, that the 

^* middle 
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^middle ftature is beft. fitted to xsotiriih intel* 
^ le^iual powers ; aad. that any. great deviation 
^ from this fize^ whether above or b^low it, 
(^ aiguest in general an imhecitlity of inteUe£U 

^ I was more than relieved from the depreffion 
•• of mind, occafioned by this fenfelefe theory, 
<f when I found diat Fenton the poet was fix feet 
« two inches high, which is precifely my fize* 
" I recovered from a fimilar dejediion, thatarofe 
f^ from readbg ibmewhere that the powers of the 
f^.miud begin to decay from tiai5.>age t» which 
famine is a|)|>i;oadbing ; wiicn I recotle^bd diat 
^Milton was oldier. thun I am when kfi.bffigaa his 
•4* Parodife Loft* . . 

H But the queftion which has given me die 
** greateft trouble to inveftlgate, is, whether my 
^ bead be of that particular fliape which is necef* 
^ fary to conftitute a man of genius. I have been 
^ the more intent upon this obje£i, as I thought it 
^ offered the moft promifing appearance of a 
** complete demonftration. Lavater I have{>erured 
^ with great attention, as alfo a number of other 
^ famous phyfiognomiib^ butthough I do not 
-/ -** fuppofe 

t 
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^ fuppofe d^yfelf deficient iiv' point of mathema- 
^ tk»l gentu% I have never been able to perform 
^. the menfuration according to the rules they 

^ I "would -recommend it^ as well worthy the 
^ attention of fome per&n who has arrived at a 
^ due eftimate of his abilities by the aid of thi^ 
« x^riierion, to conftrua a machine of fuch a 
''^ i^ture,'that upon its adihitting or excluding ^e 
*' head, the extent or weaknefs of the capacity may 
** be afcertained without further trouble. I fhould 
** confider it- too as a great improvement. iof fiich 
*^ a fflachiii>C) if, fiflce fome are fitted by nature 
^ to excel' in one branciixif literattire, and fome in 
** anoitier, it could have the additional' property 
** of pointing out a dtreftion' of our talents con- 
** formable to the defign of nature. * 

" This would be one of the mofl: foHd inven- 
** troris with which the genius of man has yet been 
" infpired. Its utility would difFufe itfelf pver 
** all profeffions, trades, and degrees ; agriculture 
** would recover her fons, of which the pulpit, the 
^^ bar^ and the fenate, had robbed her^ and many 

'«aCin- 
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^ z, Cinciimatus would be recalled from the 
^* plough, to the bench and the cabinet. I cannot 
^ help being furprifed, that in this age, in which 
" a fpirit for the improvement in manufactures 
^^ and agriculture fo much prevails, and has 
^ been fo fuccefsfully cultivated, an invention of 
'^ this kind ihouid never have been attempted, 
^ which muft tend fo powerfully to fiicilitate la- 
^ hour, by diftributing it in fuch due propoiti<in% 
*^ and with fuch juft appropriations and appoint* 
** ments. 

*^ lihall conclude my application to you with 
^ fuggefting, that as there is probably a numerous 
*' dafs of men who fympathife exa&ly with me in 
<- the cafe which I have Submitted to you, a parti- 
'* fular attention to my complaint may be of public 
•* fervice, and will greatly confole 

^ Your diftreffed and obedient humble Servant, 

« With Whetherajlu" 



Noi8. 
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Oh, how canft thou reoouDce the bruindlefi (tore 

Of gifts, which Nature Co her votaries yields. 
The warbling woodlands, the rercmndiog fliore. 

The pomp of groves, the j^arnlture of fields, 
All, that the genial ray of morning giids. 

And all that echoes to the fong of Bvtn, 
All that the ihelfring raountato^s hoft^m ihiej^s. 

And all the dread magnificence of Heaven^- 
Oh ! how caaft thou renounce, and hope to be forgiven^ 

*' -MiMaritCL* 

jl HAVE often thought it a fad reflexion on my 
-countrymen, that at this feafon of the year, and 
•in this month efpecially, when the Country puts- 
»CMi A n/5W;drefs to attrad us, andfpreads out her 
green icstrpet for us to tread upon, we ihould ftill 
prefej: the tinfelled frippery and artificial fpkndour 
of public places in town, to the unpurchafable beau- 
ties and chafte decorations of rural fcenery. It is 
to be admixed that a nation fo ftudious of novelty 
(hould ftill love to linger in the dull confines of 
fafliionable uniformity, while Nature, with an 
univerfal and progrelfive variety, in her great plan, 
is painting the fields and the gardens with a rich 

fucceflion 
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fil C C gfli an of rnlniircj <^.*opppjp£r f^^ ^QQiajOOiSr 

arbours, heightening the vivacity of her.lawm, 
and purpling over »the diftant hills to terminate her 
groves and her viftas* But there is a fomething 
in the pleafures of the country, that i'caches mach 
beyond the, gratiE^atim of the eye j a fomething 
that invigorates die tniiid, that ereds its hopes, 
that allays its perturbations, that mellows its affec- 
tions ; and- it will genei^Uy be found, that our 
happijeft fchernes and wifeft refolutions are formed 
luider theimild influence of a country fcene, and 
the foft obfcurities of rural retirement 

I don't know h&w it is, but, to my abftraiSed 
iKiftions- of things, ^ari always appears amucfakfs 
important -anifnal' when I vtew hiiti in all te 
i«lai?i<Mt9 wiA fo^irty, iftthe midft of atoge^dty, 
Aait wfeen I beTw)ld him in his retireniciiti walking 
over his fehb, and contsempbting his profpeite. 
A Teal and relative confequcnce, I conftder as 
different things r and while* all • jtrcuttd' tne are 
spaying* their "homage to >what 'we' call perfenal 
influence,' and power of connexions, I kccpidl 
'ttiy veneration for him v«*o has obtained the 
grtateft command over bimfelf, and Ifves the mdft 
* independently 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



N^ 1 8. TttE tooicER-oir: v^x 

iadepetidentiy of others* I look upon fucb as are 
engaged in the bufy purfuits of gain^as fubordinate 
charax^ers to thoie who are arrived at the a^hial 
reliih of innocent pleafure; and the man who has 
eidarged his mind to the enjoyment of all the 
beauties of nature which his eye can encircle, is in 
:iny thoughts a greater peribnage, and has a larger 
.property in efFc<Sl, than one who has rifen to what 
is called weight in Uie country, by the force <d 
connexions or richesi 

It is doubtkfs a great unfaappioe^ tp want a 
fenfe of rural pleafures : he who has no heart for 
klelights fo pure and natural, muft bribe his appe«» 
tite with a forced and su*trficial kind of enjoyment, 
for which coftly preparations muft fometimes be 
tnade, fometimes the invention muft be racked, and 
ibmetimes the principles fubdueA This mo- 
lality, which mixes with our rural pleafures, gives 
to them that fecurity of innocence, which is fo 
jaeceffary to conftitute complete happinefs, and 
vindicates their fuperiority over all the gaieties of 
town diffipation, which are at beft but negative In 
a moraVview, and which, in feeling minds, are 
generally attended with a fenfe of umvorthijiefi, 
"<ind the difquietude of inward reproach. 

Vol, L M But, 
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But, when I talk of the charms of a country 
life, I ha?c not in my contemplation the fports and 
cxercifes of the field, ii4iich however I have no in- 
tention to difparage ; but my thoughts are turned 
towards dioie deep and durable pleaiures, which 
are fupported by their connexions widi great A- 
jeds and noble conclufions, and require no e£Fort 
cr uproar to maintain their vigour and vivacity. 
Such pleafures are thofe which we feel in contem- 
plating the blue canopy of the heavens, reflected 
on the hazy vallies, and wrapping them in rich 
confiifion, when our minds catch the fympathy, 
and open their internal profpe£b into vifions of 
immenfity, varied by the colours of fancy, and 
brightened by the radiance of hope : fuch pleafures 
are thofe which expand the bofom in furveying the 
kind provifions of nature, and in purfuing in 
thought the bounties of Providence, through all 
the clafles of his vifible government ; fuch plea- 
fures as prefented themfdves to the mind of our 
great Poet, when he wrote that feeling eulogy on 
rural gratifications. 



« Sweet u the breath of inori, her cifing fwectf 
^ With charm of etrlieft bir4s>*' dec 



TiK 
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The firft of this month is a day vAud\ I love 
to honour in my parifh by fome little celebration ; 
and the green before my houfe is ufually on this 
occafion the fcene of much genuine mirth, and 
feafonable jollity. It is on this day that all the 
young women of the parrlh (else, with earneftnel% 
the opportunity of teftifying their gratitude to my 
mother, for her bounties through the year, by. 
building up for her a little bower, which .they de- 
corate with garlands, and what devices they are 
capable of inventing. . 

Laft Tuefday they were bent upon doing her 
particular honour; for which purpofe, the way 
from our garden-door to the arbour was covered 
with a carpeting of cowflips, enclofed with chains 
of flowers ; and two young girls came to my door 
early in the morning, each with a honeycomb lii 
her hand, and begged to be permitted to carry the 
great chair in triumph to the temple which they - 
had confecrated to my mother. This I &w done 
amidft a chorus of voices, in which as enviable an 
eulog/was uttered, as that which attended Ca- 
millus to the Capitol. I own, this teltimony of 
fimple regard made me glow with a confcious 
M t pleafure ; 
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pleasure ; and I felt fomething like the pride of 
blood) at feeing this good did remain of the Olive- 
branch family raifcd to the higheft honour of which 
1 had any conception. She fmiled too, herfelf^ 
with more than her ufual complacency, when, after 
the ruftic dance round the May-pole was com- 
pleted, every couple fnatched a wreath from it, 
and, carrying it between them in the form of a 
feftoon to her little fanduary, threw it down at 
her feet* 

To this ceremony another fucceeded, that was 
not lefs agreeable to the feelings of the ^ood old 
lady. It has always been, on this occafion, her 
cuftom to give a crown-piece to every poor family 
of merit in the neighbourhood j while every girl 
that has gained the praife of diligence and good 
manners, is fure to be rewarded with a new milk- 
pail, and a ftraw hat with cherry-coloured ribbands. 
The great chair, which is the hot-bed of all my 
vifions, is raifed to greater confequence in my 
eyes, fince the honpurs it has lately received ; and 
, I am in hopes, that its journey to the Bower will' 
be the occafion of its carrying me in my future 

dreams to the fylvan haunts of Faunus and the 
\ Dryads, 
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Drpds, or to the amber ftrcams and amaranthine 
meadows of Elyfian fcenery. 

The morning after this little anniverfary, I 
took a walk to the bower before breakfaft ; and 
cafting my eyes on the ground, I faw a piece of 
paper in the form of a note, which I had too much 
curiofitynot to take up immediately; and was glad, 
when breakfaft was announced, that I might have 
the fatisfa£tion of reading its contents to the old 
lady. It was directed to the |lev* Simon OtiVE* 
BRANCH ) and upon opening it, I could not help 
thinking that the hand-writing looked very like 
Miranda's ; a fufptcion which was not a little con* 
firmed by th^ whimficalnefs of the conception, and 
the goodnefs of the dcfign. 

« The Petition of a very innocent, ufcful, and 
" much-abufed perfon, to that grave Reformer^ 
** the Rev. Simon Olive-branch, 

« HUMBLY SHEWETH, 

** THAT your Petitioner has moft ferioufly toj 

" complain of divers abufes and outrages, which he; 

** hunibly conceives it is within your province to 

Ms ^* chaftife. 
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•* chaftifc. He will begin, however, with ftating 
*• his claims and pretenfions, and then proceed 
** to enumerate the inftances in which his merits 
** are defpifed, and hi^ rights trampled under 
« foot 

" That your Petitioner is the1iealthieft,florideft, 
" and comelieft of twelve brothers j and is the 
** father of thirty children ; all of whom have 
" been well brought up, and preferve their pofts 
*^ and execute their fundHons with unfailing order 
^ and pun£hiality. 



" Your Petitioner's exemplary mildnefs of 
<* temper fhould give him a peculiar claim to the 
•* attention of one of the Olive-branch family, as 
** fympathy of chara£ler generally begets mutual 
^ kindnefs. He can plead, befides, that he has 
** known your whole race thefe many centuries ; 
" andean carry his perfonal recolleftion back'to 
** anecdotes and hSts concerning them, much 
" beyond the compafs of your mother's records, 
*' ancient as they are. He nurfed your great- 
« grandfather on his lap, when he was yet unable 
<* to walk ; and gave him a nofegay before he 

could 
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" could lifp out tobacco^opptr. He has the honour . 
^ of informing you that he brought into the 
^* world a great-grandfon of Shem, who was the foii 
'^ of Noah, &c. that this great grandfon of Shem 
'^ attached a condderable number of followers to 
*^ himfelf, by reafon of his pacific qualities, and 
*' fettled on the borders of the Euphrates, where^ 
" it is faid, he planted the firft Olive j for that '^ 
** which the dove brought to the ark was only a 
** branchof the wild fpecies. His youngcft fon was 
** named nM— n^y or Olive-branch ; and with 
^ him the race of Olive-branches properly began* 
^ That your petitioner has ever looked with great 
^^ affe6lionon this goodly race, and has always 
^* received particular honours at their hands. That 
^^ he humbly hopes, therefore, that the laft of 
^< this ancient family will not refufe to liften 
^ to his requifltions, which are founded on fuch 
^^ juft pretentions. 

** That he has alfo great merits to plead, 
" independent of his connexions with the Houfe 
^ of. Olive-branch. That he is the only^ even- 
« tempered chara<5ler out of twelve brothers, the 
^ reft being all either too warm and paflionate, 
^ or too cold and fevere ; and the one, eipecially, 
M 4 ** who 
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•* who was born juft before him, is fo fretful and 
•* fickle^ that there is 00 knowing what to do with 
^ him> not to mention that he has a malignant 
" plcafure in making fools of his majefty's fub- 
" jefts* That, beddes the negative merit of pre- 
** ferving his temper in the midft of fiich exam- 
*' pics, he and his thirty ions are employed in the 
^^ a&ive ofEce of dreffing out our general mother 
^* the Earth, ajid promoting her fruitfulneis and 
^^ abundance. 

<< That your PetitiotMr is not only prodigal 
<* of bis benefitt and kindneflet to man, but may* 
<^ daiiS) in a very high degree die merit of imptr* ' 
^ tiality in the diftribution of diem, holding all 
^< ranks in the iame eAimatibn) and oftentimes 
^ drying up the tears of the wretched, and 
<< creating a funibine in his thoughts. That bis 
« thirty fons too, who join him in this humMe - 
** petition,! are always occupied, whenever their 
** turn comes round^ in fpreading joy, and love, 
*< and beauty, and abundance, over the face of the 
<< earths Kver fiudious of the honour of thrir 
<< family, they are tainted with no mean jealody 
<^ of each other's abilities i and one brother is ' 
^^ continually improving upon the work of ^»' 
4 <^ other* 
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^ other. It is alfo an extraordinai 

** belonging to them,, that they a 

" proportion to their youth -, and th 

«* them all is the ripeft and forwardeft 

«• when your Petitioner has finiflied 

•• he obfcrves one of them flying over 

" andwaftesytohang^veryfurze-bufl 

** with golden bafkets. Others are fe€ 

*' employed in cluttering the lilac, p- 

** violet, fOTging the yellow chain of 

•* hooding the fweet-pea, and vaj 

** daify. Another will employ himfel 

^ the train of hi^ green garment oi 

** and lawns^ and leave imprefled up 

•* face a gloffy verdure. This ur 

*^ his charge, the painting of the aim 

^ while his next brother is occupied 

** ^to the gBove, and teaches to the.lai 

•*^nd its vefpers to the nightingale. 

^ Your Petitioner trufts he neec 
*• upon his merits with the love-fick 
** kind ; the influence of his fam 
** tiating the fair ob)e£ls of their ^v- 
^ ks)^ng; aa irreiiftible pierfiiafion, 
Ms 
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^ drefles, is fo evident, as to challenge evenliumaa 
*^ ingratitude to deny it. 

^ Your Petitioner has now only to ftatc the 
^ topics of his complaint, which he will do as 
^ briefly as poffiUe not caring to expatiate upon 
^ matters fo clear and ftriking. 

" ift. The greeted part of thofe who ufed to 
** do him honour at their rural feats, are now fo 
** di(refpe£tful as to remain in town during his 
*^ anniverfary. 

" 2dj That he is even unable to enforce the 
** attendance pf the country folks, who are fo 
« brutal as to prefer the beafts over Exetcr- 
« 'Change to his lambs and his nightingales. 

** 3d, That the people of London and the nelgh- 
** bourhood are pleafed with infulting him, by 
** putting fome of the beft clothes his wardrobe 
^ contains, upon the backs of chimney-fweepers. 

" 4lh, A great many old ladies have abufed him 
" beyond meafure, and called him dull and ftupid, 
" for no other reafon than becaufe he has robbed 
•* (hem of a party at Whift or Caffino. 
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^ 5th, Some of the (ame fi&ion attempted his 
^ life not a week ago, bj (hutting out the fun, 
^ and lighting up candles before fix. — N. B. This 
^ is a defperate gang of old offenders, who have 
^ freqiientty attempted to murder Time, your 
* Petittofier's fether, and have obliged him to go 
*» armed wi A a fcytfae* 



^ 6th, Some young ladies lately arrived in 
town from Gloucefterfeire, to whom your Peti- 
tioner gave a copy of his receipt for colouring 
the rofe, and bleaching the lily, have lately been 
ufing a wretched mixture, they call the Turkifli 
«* Wafli. ^ 

** 7th, Some young fortune-hunters at Bath, 
" the other day, found a rcfemblance for your Pe- 
** titioner in old Mrs. D. who has not a tootK 
** in her head. 

« 8th, A. large party at Faro was made, on 
^ the evening of his anniversary, at a great 
^ houfe in Piccadilly; and the cards were flying 
« about, wfrile his herald, the Cuckoo, whom 
f* he had fent out fome days before with his 

.1 M 6 *« own 
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^ own invitationsi was in tbe -neighbourhood of 
. « Hyde-^Parkw 



** 9th,. The fenfeioients which yc^r P^titioneitf 
*^ ttfed t9 infpirey are now called rocoantic^ and 
^ he verHy beUeyes that if he were himfelf to 
** court a lady arrayed in his mantle 4»f ^liUeSy $fii 
^ breathing out his love like ambrofia, he fhduld 
^* be treated with difiiaia unleis he eouid fliew^ker 
** a carriage with a couple of hanUooi^ fiMtaen 
^ behind it» 

> 

^^ Your Petitioner £Drbear$ »to brii^ forward ift 

? variety of charges, as weighty as thofehchaf 
*^ already produced i trufting that thefe will be 
«* aitiply fttficient to induee you to ^ke his cfafe 
<^ into your moft ferious conftderatidn : in which 
•* confidence your Petitioner will ever pray for 
<* your happinefs while living, and will ftrew hf^ 
• choicefl 'flowerl on the tombs of your ancient 
** mother and.yourfelf^ when it fi»ll.piea/e Piovi- 
*^ dence to give to the wqrms the remnaot of the 



I {ball 
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' I ihall coxudude with 4 letter fiDm poor Eugenio 
to his Amelia, containing a little Poem, notun- 
fuitable to the fubje^ of this Paper* 

" My.DEAR£STLjVE, 

" MY little vifta in the wood begind to look 
^^ delightful :-^I have juft made a feat in it which 
** is to be iacred to you, when you deign to pay it 
*^ a vifit) andtbe woodbine ieemt M mak€ hafte 
•^ to grow about it as if it Were preparing to re-' 
« ceive no vulgar gueft* Yeffcrtby cvwilng, a» 
•< I fat in your little teropJc, I tried to fill up the 
^ vacancyyour abfecKse always leaves in my mindy 
" by writing a few Verfes to a Bee that was play« 
<* ing around mo, by way trf J^relciitf fo ybu oii thi* 
•* firft<fay of May ; a iSay iAichI know ybt^lovc 
•« to fee honourei^ 

*' DaiighteroC§prin^ that ply'ft thy laazy flight, 

** TclHi)f-a-!oye»4alc to the lift'ning air/ 

« Whei^ever bad« of balmy breath invite^ 

'** Borne on thy bufy wings of goflamer 1 

'< Here, little fpoilery feek the haunts of Springy 
*< For here the hare-bell giTes its ftill letreat $ 
•< Here ply thy cares, thy cheerful defcant fing, 
>* And fearleft fport airound my mbiTy feat $ 

;- i -^ *f Ftr 

c ■ . 
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«f For here the violet fwect ezhakt its haim» 
** Aad here the rofehud lockt the hreath of May. | 
** Nor fear from me the hoftile hand of harniy 
« Rttthleia tatear thy trea^M fwcets away, 

'* Bat hafte thee» waiMPrer ; day^slaft lingVing light 
** With dying hiftre paints the ]ow*ring iky: 
«* Ah I hafte thee, wand'rer, ere the treachVoui night 
** Conceal fome feather*d ruffian hovering ntgh. 

*^ Go, and ^th fp2cd unlock thy little cell, 

'* And wind thy welcome horn, that friends may hear t 

^ Co, in thy waxea chmher peaceful dwell} 

^' Forpaffion, reftlefs paflion, riots here. 

** How. bleft at thou, to lojte to CTery flower, 
<* 'Repofe thy load, and fink to cloifter*d reft ! 
** Ah ! could I fo repay the weary hour, 
** AAd footlw the foriowi of my lah*ring bicaft I 



^ How Ipqg) my deareft Love, {hall I envy the 
^ repofe oif every thing around me, and wait the 
^ flow performance of that promife which you 
^ have made with tfaofe ^ lips that lock the 
^ breath of May/' to your feithful and fond 



« EUGfiNIO I'» 
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N® iq* SATUEDAY, MAY 12. 



rho veii£tih OlivS SufptHJa nUnl efi of us. 

There needs no Ottvtmkrancb to reoommend a good P^per. 

ThefoU&wing Epijile, which comes to me from Oxford^ 
fuggefis a better remedy than I could £fcvuer mjfelf 
Jar that malady of the tmnd complained of in the 
Letter that appeared in my Paper of Iqft Saturday* 
ff'hen I am confulted in thefe difficult cafes, as J 
pretend to no panaceas or elixirs for mental infirmi" 
ties, I think it fair to call in the Faculty fo my aidi 
and I do not know where to turn myfelf with greater 
confidence than to a Society which I venerate, at 
conjiftingy in general, of the true/l patriots in liter a-- 
ture, and the natural proteifors and promoters of 
genius andoffcience* 

« Rev. Sie, 

^ JN O apology can be neceflary for communi- 
^ eating to a perfon who.has the interefts of the 
f^ public fo much at hear^ any fcheme or invention 
*V by which its welfare may be materially pro^ 
• ' ?* moted* 
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•* moted. Do not be alarmed, iliy good Sir, at 
** the mention of public interefts, as if I were 
^ about to fliock your difpofition tp peace and 
•• literature^ by Aiggefling aay crude iA*aJS ^jf. 
** political reform ; very difFerent is the fubjed of 
«* my letter. Diikq^ eries which can enable flups 
^ to fail without wind, carriages to move without 
** horfes, fchemes for the abridgement of penfions 
^ and pluralities, and expedients whidi will fccure 
^ the prefence of a n£kor in bis pari/h, and a 
^ tdioceian in his diftri^ for at leaft nine months 
*' out of the twelve, are topics infinitely above 
* the fcope and pretentions of my talents ; and, 
<< from a mixture of delicacy and diffidence, I 
^ confefs n>yfelf extremely averfe to the diicujS^n 
«* of them. -- . 

«* Refigning, therefore^to others, the widfc range 
** of political difquifition, I am content, that my 
*< own poor efforts fhould be confined tp the 
*' humble and negleded provinces of Epglifli 
« literature. Now, Sir, the greateft obftacle to 
^ .the> real improvement of the arti ouxumg us, 
^ appears to me to have ari&n from an unfor* 
^ tiin^ blunder through vAikh authors (lave 
.. : .♦ ^ « totally 
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« totally miftaken the bearings of their genius^ 
" and applied it to thofe fubjefils, of all others, iii 
•* which it was impoiSble they fliould excel. 

** Thus the poet affctSls metaphyseal fubtlety ; 
" the philofopher, poetical embellilhrnent s the 
"divine enters the lift with the painter and 
** itiuftcian; while, to ccJmplete the climax of 
" crofs purpofes, and render " confufion worfe 
" confounded," the female politician quits the 
^ fampler and the fpindle, to difcover the origin 
•* of civil government, and to maintain, with 
" fenatorial eloquence, die Rights of Man ! It 
^ is dbvious that this umiatural perverfion of' 
** genius, and mifapplication of talents, muft pro- 
" duce as much diforder in the literary world, 
<^ as would refult from a confufion of trades and 
** profeffions^ to the common offices and occur* 
" rences of civil life. 

** To provide fome efFecSlual remedy for this^ 
" fort oT evil,, has been for many years the wifh 
^ of my heart, and the conflant employment of 
" my leifure; and I know not that I fhould ever 
" have efcaped from the embarraflfments in which' 

•' I havci 
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" I have been involved by this refearch, had I not 
•* enjoyed the honour of a correfpondence with 
" a oiftiiiguifhed profeflbr of a foreign univerfity. 
" My enterprife long appeared to be hopelefs; 
*^ for what proje<9: could be more difficult and 
** hazardous, than the attempt to convince authors, 
*• or to furnifh them with the means of convincmg 
•* themfelves, that they had totally mifapprehended 
** their powers, and were unqualified by nature 
*< and habits for the purfuits they had chofen? 
" This, you will readily allow, was no very pro- 
*' miilng talk; and after various fchemes, fuc« 
^^ ceffive efforts, and repeated communications on 
^ the fubjedt, I began to defpair of ever bringing 
*^ my labours to a fuccefsful iiTue, unlefs fomething 
" could be invented, which might decide thefe nice 
^ queflions by an appeal to the fenfes, and exhibit 
^ a palpable and unfailing evidence upon the point 
*' in difpute. 

** Poetry has been from childhood my fevourite 
^ ftudy; and as I acquired a relifh for thebeft 
" productions of that divine art, from the obfer- 
^ vations of my uncle Geoffrey, a man eminent 
^ for the tafie and folidity of his criticifins,.my 

« firft 
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** firft wifli was to do honour to my favourite' 
** ftudy, by fiimifliing the community of poets, at 
** prefent fo numerous, with a j uft criterion whereby 
*• they might afcertain the extent of their powers, 
" and difcriminate their peculiar tendencies. This 
*^ proje<5t I was upon the verge of abandoning as 
^ vifionary and impra£HcabIe, when I received 
** the enclofed letter from my. ingenious friend 
** Tiberius Vofterhufius, whom I had fome months 
" fince excited to the fame purfuit. The original 
" is in the German language i but, for the benefit 
** of a numerous defcription of focicty, I mean the 
^ poets and pocteflfes of our ifland, I beg to pre* 
« fent it to you in an Englifh drcfs." 

January^ 1792. 

'^ IT is with the moft animated fatisfadtion I 
<* inform you that an infallible flandard has at 
*' length been difcovered for the eftimate and regu- 
" lation of poetical genius. The difcovery has 
" been celebrated here with imufual rejoicings; 
*' the experiments it has given rife to, are daily 
" tried ^with the mofl certain fucccfs ; and the 
** refults in many inftances have occafioned fcenes 
«< the moft laughable and ridiculous that the ima- 

^ gination 
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^ gination can paint Since the properties of the 
^ magnet were revealed, I know not that chance 
^* has led the votaries of faience to any fccret more 
** wonderful in its nature, or important in its 
" efFedls. In fhort, Sir, a fluid has been difco- 
*• vered which poiTeflfes the furprifing quality of 
•* (hewing the precife degree of genius which 
* belongs to any pretender to poetical excellence. 

^* It has at prefent obtained no better appellation 
'^ than that of the fympathetic fluid; butlhopC) 
<* when it is more known, and has been fubmitted 
*^ to the ipfpeflion of your Englifb Societies^ 
<< it will be honoured with a title more expreflive 
" of its merits. The mode of ufing it is as fol- 
" lows; a certain- quantity is poured into a fmall 
** thermometer; and this is applied, for a few 
•* feconds, to the temporal artery: the tube is 
^ fixed upon a fcale marked at certain intervals 
*< with the words, 

Epic, 

Tragic, 

Lyric, 

&c. &c. &c. 
^ If the fluid rife gradually, and remain fixed 

« and 
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** and mbtionlefs,' c^pofite to cither of the titles 
* upon the fcale, the experimenter may aflure 
^ himfelf that he pofTefies talents equal to that 
•« particular branch of the art. On the contrary, 
•* if the liquor afcends with a rapid irregular 
^ motion, appears in a ftate of fermentation, and 
« then falls haftily within the bulb, he cannot ftrew 
** his prudence more, than by acquiefcing in the 
^ infallible deciflons of his little filent monitor, 
^ whofe verdidl is not to be altered by fupplications 
^ or bribes. Many chemical experiments hive 
« been made by our learned friend Slautenbun- 
** kius, upon this unparalleled fluid, but without 
** effeift : it hitherto efcapes the moft delicate ana- 
" lyfis; and its fympathetic property is the only 
•* one with which we are at.prefent-acquainted. 

" You will have pleafure in hearing that a fepa- 
^ rate eftablifhment js foon to be erefted, for 
" a profcfTor and fix ftudents, to whom the care 
" of making thefe inimitable-criteria is to be pub- 
^ liely configned. A ftatute is alfa in contempla* 
<* tion, whereby it will be forbidden to any mem- 
^ ber of this univcrfity to compofe vcrfes on any 
^ fubjed, without coafulting a poetical regulator, 

« duly 
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** duly damped with the arms of the Academy j 
" and authorifed, moreover, by the fignature of 
^ the above-mentioned profefTor. I cannot con* 
** dude without congratulating you upon the rare 
^ merit of this important difcovery, and expreiEng 
^ a hope that the enclofed may arrive (afe, and 
« meet with your approbation. 
« Yours, &c. 

" Tiberius Vosterhusius*** 

« N. B, Inunediatdy on the difcovery, we found 
^ it difficult to prevail on authors to fubmit to the 
** trial. Our fafliionable bards were extremely 
** fliy; at length experiments were made, by order 
« of the magiftracy, upon three poets now under 
" confinement in our public prifon; one convifibd 
*< of blafphemy and an Ode to Liberty; another, 
" of writing obfcene verfes; the third, of ftealing 
^^ a (hirt and fix pair of filk ftockings, befides 
« feducing the affedions of his patron's wife.** . 



<^ Such is the interefting communication of 
** my worthy correfpondent Tiberius. Nothifng 
^ could be more welcome to me than the arrival 
^ of this little magical tube. I cannot defcribe 
^ the emotions into which I was thrown upon 

** taking 
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<< taking it into my hands; and was half wild, till 
^ I found a proper iiibjeft on whom its effedh 
^ might be tried. It was not long before an op« 
^ portunity occurred ; for, a few days after the re- 
^ ceiptof it, I happened to dine with a certain 
*^ great Patron» whofe table is always luxurioufly 
^ fpread before the fens of Apollo^ feveral of 
^ whom were then in company. Excellent wines, 
^ and mirth, and wit, and fong, went round, 
^ and at length began to overpower the faculties 
<< of many of thefe endiufiaflic votaries, when 
^ the diought ftruck me of having recourfe to 
^ the criticifhis of my pocket companion ; and 
it by occafionally changing my place, I, gained 
^< an exad: fcale of the poetical capacities of 
« each. 

^ The gentleman on whofe temple I iirft placed 
^ my poetemeter, was a poet of confidcrable fame 
^ in high life, having written odes, comedies, 
^ tragedies, and a fort of epic poem. I had never 
^ read his works ; but having feen them in a fecond 
*^ editiofs, thought they might have fome merit) 
^ and that the gay circle that approved them 
« might not be entirely deflitute of true tafte. But 
? what was my fiirprife, when, on the application 

. « of 
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^ of die tube, die colomn inftantly rofe with a 
**. very difturbed motion j and having made a ma- 
.<^ mentary paufe at each degree in the tcalcj it funk 
>< with a kind of guggling noife that had nearly 
^ awakened the flumbering bard i I continued to 
^< hold it ia the fame politbn, hoping diat the 
^^ liqttor might take a fituation more favountble to 
<< the author, but in vain : the decifion was irre- 
^^ verfible, and it refiifed to afcend. 

** I renewed my experiment .upon my neigh- 
^ hour on my left hand, who, I had been afiured 
'^ by (bme perfon> as a kind hint, was a pretender 
*< to the laurel, with very few of the necefiary qua- 
^^ lifications^ from this, trial, therefore, J hoped 
" to difcover the young poet's real talent$,.aodithe 
** truth or* injuftice with which his brethren had 
'<< pronounced his fecret fentence* As there was 
<( fomethkig ingenuous and fpirited in the coun^ 
}^ tenance of this gentleman^ that. had, during the 
5' wbde day, /coociliali^d my good will, I was fbrry 
}^ to obferve, ^t, after the applipuioa of the tube 
.^ for a few fecondsy no vifibk alteration ^xjJc place. 
^ I was puzzling to find the caufe of this ciccum- 
^ ftance, when the liquor began to nlQiiiit oipwards 
^ with a flow and fte^dy motion; and,. having 

** arrived 
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H arriired at the mark Sonneti it there became fta^ 
^ tioiiary, and appeared iniiQitely more bright and 
'^ traofparent than I had ever remarked it. After 
^ repofijig at this point fome. timei it gradually 
^^ afcended to Tragic ; at which degree it remained 
^ awhile, and then fubfided regularly to its former 
** poft. From this I inferred that the author's 
^ genius qualified him for a higher fpecies of 
^^ compofition; but that he was withheld, by 
^ modefty, from the attempt. This decifion gave 
^ me infinite delight i and I could not help cafting 
^ a look of indignation and ^reproof towards thofe 
^ illiberal detractors who had been bafe enough 
^ to derogate from fo real and fo diffident a 
** genius. 

^ In the cdurfc of the evening I had informed 
^ myfelf accurately of the poetical powers of 
<< every individual prefent. The verdi£ls were 
^ various, as you may imagine: fomeftimes the 
^ fluid appeared dark and turbid} at other times' 
** it retained its natural colour; and once it 
^ became perfe6Hy luminous and bright: it 
** afcended alfo to different heights, with dlf- 
^ ferent degrees of emotion. Of one gentleman 
" it gave me a very favourable intimation. Upon 

Vot.I. N <* enquiry 
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<^ ecqutry I found that he bad not yet been pre- 
<^ Tailed upon to publiih any of hk compoikfORS, 
^ though a dub of wits, with what views I^ know 
<« not, had long urged him to Aat dangerous 
«♦ ftep. 

' <* Thcfe, Sir, were the firft experiments tSat I 
'^ made upon the arrival of this marvdbus inftni- 
^ ment; and as I have been in habits of frequent* 
^ ing the chief literary focieties of both (exee, I 
** foon found excellent opportunities of enrichTng 
** my flocic of discoveries. Every frefliacquifitrbn 
''' I have ufed myfetf to write down wkh the moft 
^ icnipulous precifion, upon my retiu-n to my 
" lodgings; fo that I have now, in my porteftuillc, 
" a flieet of fool's-cap, on which a great many poe- 
« tical names of cosofequence in the prefent age 
^ may be found, with the fentence of the fluid 
<( faithfully annexed. This awful and tremendous 
^^ recwd, which, if divulged^ would confign hun- 
^ dreds of v(4umes to perpetual oblivioii, I promifer 
^' to conceal with inviolable fecrefy, provided that 
^ the convicted authors henceforward defift from 
^ publication* Should they, however, in con«* 
^< tempt of this my folcmn oot}ce» and lenient 
4 ^'refcrve. 
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** referve, continue to oWrnde their futile j^roduc-* 
« tioiis upon Ac attention of the work), I hereby 
^ dsdare, that I will,, from time to thne, infere 
f^ m the oioft approv^ed journal of t^ republic 
^ of letters^ certain midiendc and indubit^iblc 
^ extr^dsTrom tins my Libtr Vititaih* 

^ Diif irtg Ae covrfe of my ob^rvations on this 
** (MjtGiy I have i^emarked, that in almoft every 
^ inftaiHSe^ the fiqudr was violently agitaHed upoil 
<^ riiing to Ode and Paftoral; firom^whidi I cori<- 
^ ckded'^iat thefe branches of the art were either 
^< difficult in the extreme, or that the circum- 
^ fiances of the age w^re unpropitious to the cul^ 
^ tivadonof #iem. Now, my jpod Mr. Olive- 
^ BRANCH, I leave itto yoa' to conftder whether the 
^ introdudtion of thefe regulators be at prefeitt 
" prafticable j how for any oppofttion to the ufe 
" of them is- to^be apprehended from our acade- 
^ mical profeiK>rs; and whether the writers for 
« the two theatres will readily agree to the efta- 
*^ blUhment of fo fevere and impartial a teft. 

** The mode of introducing them could not be 
^ very difficult. Preffes may be licenfed through 

c .. . ., N 2 " the 
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« the kingdom, and an AS paffcd, by which every 
^ printer fhould be obliged to furnifh himfelf with 
<^ a tube, and bound to refufe publication to authors 
^ who had not received the necefiary fan^lion* 
^ As I difclaim all political difquifitions, better 
** heads muft determine how far the importation 
« of thefe little inftruments (which will doubdefs 
^ be very great) may conftitute a new branch of 
^ national commerce, I cannot avoid expreffing 
« this hint, becaufe I hear, from good authority, 
« that the Dutch, who have no poets in their 
« country, and confequendy no ufc for theff tubes, 
« mean neverthelcfs to profit from the difcovery, 
« by making it a part of their carrying trade. In 
« the mean time> if you can fuggeft an expedient 
« diat will lefe aflFeft the liberty of the prefs, than 
^ the idea rcfpeaing licences, &c, you will confer 
*' a lafting obligation on your 

« Humble Servant, 

<* Stephen Stanza." 
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N*^ 20. TUESDAY, MAY I5. 

Tam tjocul capitis pcpulum Pbaaca putavu Juv. 
Such empty fkulls this p-ople had. 
Yon could not call them good or bad. 

EMPIRE OF NOTHING. 

SECOND PART. 

J^ F what I have already related of my extraor- 
dinary vifion of the Empire of Nothing, have lefc 
any curiofity In the minds of my readers, they 
will not think it too early to give them the reft 
ofit. 

After having been pretty much fatigued with 
the buftlc, pomp, and noife of the great city of 
Tintinabia^ I entreated my guide to conduct me 
a little way up the country ; a requeft which he 
acceded to with his ufual complaifance, and imme-* 
diately ordered his balloon to be brought round to 
meet us at one of the gates called Addle-gate, 
where the road began which led to the palace of 
his Inane Majefty. In the mean time we con- 
tinued our walk through the fuburbs of the city ; 
and paffing on through Rotten-row and Trurn^ 
pery-ftreet, we came to Abra-Cadabra-fquarc, one 
N 3 fide 
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fide of wMdi was filled up M/<th thtf great college 
pf arts land fciences. Bcmg myfelf of a learned 
profeffion, I felt a ftrong inclination to make fome ' 
enquiries refpeSing dte inftitutions and pra<ftices 
of this venerable community j and it wafi doubtlefs 
an inftance of great good fortune, that my guide^ 
being Kimfdf a confiderable member of it, was well 
able to infiru£kme in all thefe particulars* 

I have not room to give a detail of b^df what I 
/aw, much leii relate all the obfcrvations I made 
lipon thejpot : I ftsfU ghre my readers loei^lj a 
glance into this emporium of literature and philg^-* 
phy. It was here that the very fpirit of inanity and 
nothingoeis ]feei»ed to.xefide, and,- that the iaft^. for 
genuine nonfenfe f^revailed in its daifical jMirity« . 

The public library was fix y^ that I fk^\ np/t 
attempt to give my reader* .» lift ^f f^ V(9c^» U. 
iisemedjxowever to.coj:vtaia a,pr0digi0us 4e»} af/}!fn 
tematic, fcientiiic non&nfej hutw^ fli^ bfa(t»; 
fiocked with poetry -y. and the quantity -of tnodera 
imitations of ShakjsfpeaserWas.ia^Oienfet TihfS'ii 
.y^ere fifty ponder<Q«a edkion^ off legiM^tf^ctFa^^ 
«nd no kfe than fiyd hundr^ gf Gc^e^ifinsJ^^om 
the Poet's Cooier* - • . - , 
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• On ttttenng the qjuadrapgle, we heard a great 
tfaubbub to the left of us, whi ch, ray guMe toid me, 
proceeded from a knot of granunarians, who were 
in high dtfpute whether Ariftotle's word for thb 
ibtti ihould be written *A>tkx*^ "with a Delta, •r 
^,^X*^ ^'^h a Tau f and whether the Tea ihouU 
be csdied ^u^tIm, or SftT^erow. We had foax^eiy 
taken leave of thefe difputatious gendemefv when 
we found ourfelves fuddenly in the midft of fome 
quarrelfome perfons in grave drefles, who were 
arguing with facbexoeflive violence, that I was 
every .moiiient afraid of £on^ tragical contbqueit^ 
4Des. Vfntk Meaitig Wfth<&ine attencioiiy I dU^ 
^oreced ^twe Jiad&llrti anloaga knat^sfdiWnei, 
nKbo tMsrp reiviving the old .<}ueftion about the 
^mcanin^ which fofliierly fo diftra<9sd theCouncrl 

Asfoonaslhad fetFsfied tny ctrriofity, I was 
^ad to make good my retreat; and paffing into 
another fchool, I found an aflfembly df young aca*. 
demtcians, who were cxercifmg themfelves In 
^-panning, or the paronamafia. We ffayed tohealr 
a few fubjefts propofed by an elderly perfon in a 
great chair, whofe chin Wsl^ built up three or-fbtfr 
•ftories high, and whofe fides and corporation were 
N 4 fwdled 
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fvvclled Ottt like the equatorial parts of the globe, 
by the continual exercife of laughter. My guid^ 
pointed out tome a promifiag young ftudeut, who 
had punned upon every word in the Old and New 
Teftamenty and had already advanced a great way 
in the Statutes at Large > and while I was in the 
roomy a youth with a vacant face advanced to re«> 
cejve a very fhowy gingerbread medal for the bcft 
joke upon pumpkin. 

We pafTed through a great number of conun- 
drum partier^ and whole rows of rebus-makers^ tiU 
we came to a detached part of the buildings which» 
I was informed, was wholly deftined to the ftudents 
in pliilofophy. Here die area of the quadrangle 
was fbfuU and fo noify, that I could have ima^ 
gtned myfelf at the Stock Exchange in London, if 
it had not been for the prodigious number of in- 
flruments and apparatuses with which the cx>urt 
wa^ filled. I walked up Jeifurely to a clutter of 
people who feemed to be very bufy in a corner of 
the fquare, with a variety of kettles and pans about 
them i but was very glad to get out of their r^ch> 
,as foon as I heard that they were employed in 
making thunder and lightning. I was much more 
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at my cafe when I found myfelf in the midft of 
a fet of projeftors, who, having fatisfied their 
minds as to the philofopher's ftone,and the quadra- 
ture of the circle, were at this moment very deeply 
engaged in die difcovery of the longitude. 

Many were the different ohjefts which feemed 
to ftimulate the labours of this learned body. I 
could obferve a few platonic fpirits, who appeared 
to be loft in thought, and, ^according to my con- 
du£lor, were contemplating the x-jtoAp 07^;^; 
others were calculating the decay of moral evi« 
dence by arithmetical proportions. Some were 
ftripping themfelves to dig to the centre of die 
cafdi ; not a few were crying about their fummum 
bonums, mithridates, and panaceas; while fome' 
tery Beeotian faces were looking through tele-' 
(oqpes at the fun, and declaring they faw cburchesy 
fign-pofts, and hackney-coaches. 

A great number xrf" .ammal m^netifts were-' 
among this crowd of philofophers ; and fome of 
them engaged to round my little hatchet-face to 
a rcafonable plumpnefs, by treating me only for a 
few days. I could not help a/king my condudor, 
what could be the intention of a crowd of perfons 
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who were flanding ^i the great fi^iare in travelling 
drefleSj and with all the eagernefs of exp(£btk>n 
in their countenaoccs ? <* Thtfe>'' rcpli^ hjp, " »c« 
** a fct of entclprifing pUlofopb9r$> wiiQ v^ b^ 
«* on err^ands of great importanCP^ They "have aft 
^^ their diiFerent deftinations, and are on the point 
^ of fetting o¥t in feajrch of ^ofe feas, iilan^f and 
** cities^ of whofe extftence the documents and 
^ teftimoni^ we have htthe;^to hftd> feetn to ftsu^ 
^^ a little in need of confirn^tiofi^. Thofe hcAle^ 
^ meni with }<mg trains of clerks and £bcretarie9 
^ behind thecn^ are going on embafiies from bit 
^ Inan^ Majefly to Plato's republk, Utopia^ hiU 
^f liput) and Laputa* The two gentlemen yffta 
** are fo thinly clodted, iare prepared to penetrato 
** into the (ultry regioi^s of Africa, in queilrof Ac 
« Troglodytse and Prefter John's kingdom) and 
•f the perfon whom you fee equipped with a cork 
** jacket, fets fail in an ho»ir*s time in fearch of 
« Lucian's ocean of cream, with the iflands of 
*« cheefe in the middle of it«" 

Here my guide finiflied fpeaking j and takings 
me by the arm, led me through this crowd of pM-* 
lofophical adventurers, to another range of build- 
ings in which was the mufeum, or cabinet of cuw 

p^jriofities. 
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fio&ties^ Though there feemeit to be a great 
number of rare articles in this repofitory, yet I had 
too confiiAd a recoUeAion> when I awoke, of what 
i had feen, to be able^to trace out liie {urticulars 
oil paper. Some- impr^fions hoWiQver were left in 
my memory, of the wooden dove of Arch)rtiw, 
the brazen bull of Albertus Magnus, the Maid 
of Orieaiis' fliifc, Scribierus's fliield, fome ikin 
of the true Pergamenis^n parchment, a fprig of tfe 
4aai«l into Whtph I>aphne was metamorpbofed, aiid 
.a il>ae made of the hide of the archer who was 
fflayed alive for ihooting King Ricbard the Fitft* 

, Having now no further curlofity to fatisfy in 

<Abra»Cadabra-fquare, we puriued oikr walk to- 

> wards Addkf-gate, where we expedled our balloon 

-to w^it for u$; I (hould not hqwever forget to 

r mention, that at the end of Blowbladder-^ftrect 

was the hofpital for hypochondriacs, or mdladts 

. imagtnaires. In walking, haftily through the Mraixfe, 

I could obferve many ftoutJookiqg .gentlemen^ 

wrapped up as if they laboured under a complica- 

' tion of di fibrders. Upon' aiking one of them, n€hofe 

legs I obferved to be encircled with hay-bands, 

what was the nature of his complaint, he affured 

me, with a countenance erf the floiidejEl melancholy 

N6 _ lever 
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I everbdidd, diat a general vitrificatioa had begun 
to take place in his peribn; diat his legs wete 
already converted into glaft bottles ; and that, if 
it were not for thefe hay-hands, he ihould be am- 
dnually in danger of breaking his own ihins^and. 
wounding thofe of his neighbours., 

After leaving this humane inftitation, we fooci 
found ourfelvea at the city gate, near to which is 
the Royal Exchange, where,.as we pai&d, we heard 
a vaft deal about tontines, fecarities,[affi^natSy&c. 
but having no great cwriolity about theie mattersi 
we mounted into our balloon-carriage, and let out 
■on our cxp<$dition. . A brifk gale carried us widi 
great rapidity over an immenfe tra£l of country, 
the population of which filled me with aflonifh* 
• menn As we pafled over a very flourifliing pro- 
vince, called die Region of Expefbtion, my guide> 
-Ibei^g' my curiofity awakened, threw- down a fort 
. «f anchor whidi caught in a hoUow tree^ and 
, arretted our progreis.. 

^:% never ihaU forget liie ecftacy of fiirprife I 
w:^ thrown into, on perceiving a prodigious 
number of caftles built in the air, all conftnuSed 
of theiineft marble) and di^Iaybg a magnificence 
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fiurexoe^Ing the defcripdon my childhood ha J 
been amufed widi in eaftern ftory-books. As mod 
of thele edifices were, cxtemely high, we were 
afraid of ftriking againft ibme of their turrets, and 
therefore judged it prudent to depart before the 
"Wind increafed. We came next to the land of 
Promiie ; where, (lopping a few minutes at a little 
.town, I heard a candidate fcr the repreientation of 
the county promtfing a grocer, in return for his 
.vote,ihat bit fon fhould be made ixml High At 
.mona-; while another was pledging himftlfta 
make the fen of a credulous baker, Mafter of -the 
Rolls. 

In (ailing over Ae Land of Dreams, we had the 

curiofity to pay it a (hort vifit^ and found it (b 

caaftly anfwerable to the defcription of it which 

liucian gives us in his true hiftory, that I may 

ipare myielf the trouble of (Bering any particular 

account of it in this place. The next obje£l that 

excited my attention, was the Ifland of Gapers 

and Yawners, where I cdilervedalmod every body 

ftretchtng out his arms, as if juft a^wakened from 

a heavy fleep, and every mouth extended like 

. fo many oyfters waiting for the tide. As I 

already began to be infedled with a drowfinefs, I 

begged 
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|»egg^ my gnicie to haften Oul of ifai^fltiiio^eri^ 
kft I fliould doib my eyes upon tbe woodeis of 
this great empire^ which yet jremeiaed for m^ to 
tontempkte. 

, Our rovte ky siexti by die Laud of Jokes^ to 
ibe Paradife of Foeis^ In paffing over the &r{t^ 
faentioned proviacb, tiie uaduIatiQn of the m, 
tmxM by the ttnceafing laii^kter of the peofde cf 
this cwnttjy todkai our ballodn iike.a ihip in. a 
ifOiii>led oeeajv The Pamdiib of .FoQh was 
fieaccaVle enough ; aad their iapreme plea&ire 
feemed to confift in lolling out their tongues,, anid 
finging lullabies as they leaned againft each other. 
Sotne of them £dund entertainment in fpittinginto 
a running ftream -, others vrhiftlod away their lives.; 
and Jiot. a few wtere Uawing bubbles intoihe adbr, 
.and running after them open-inouthed* It wis 
here that I thought I r^Ue^d fome faces of cAd 
vftanding at College. 

I was foon difgttfted with this fcene, and begged 

to proceed in our journey; but was not much 

better pleafed, when in a few minutes we found 

ourfelves in the Land of Fops. Till we descended 

: to withia about fifty yards of the ground^ I gu^ffed 

.. . them 
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tfaem to bj^. a race of Albino's, by the mighty j>ro^ 
luberanee »bout tb^e^r i>ecks ^ but I perceived that 
t^is pb«en<MaeiK>a wd& nothing more than a kind 
of bplfter which it was the faihion to carry about 
with theoQu The whole atmofphere.wa^ fophiAi-r, 
cate4 with' a thpui^$Ad; perfumes ^ and yet now and 
the& a crqfs curr eat of air conveyed to my fen£s^ 
ijich a putrid fteam of human^ maladies^ that I 
tould QOt help fancying, myfi^f in the neighboufij 
hood of a boipitai^ or la8ar«*houiir. Moft (^ tbefi| 
laps k^tmd. to. he of the travelled monkeys kindy 
and are pfictty aocura^Jy drfmhed by Mr, Popg 
in tj^efe Ijm^s* . . [ 

> faunter'd Europe round. 
And gather*d cyery vice on Chriftian ground £ 
Saw every court, heard every' king dtcWe - 

. HU royal f4«/e' of Operact4>r|he^ur^ , .., 

The ftews and palace equally explored j 

' Intrigu'd with glcJry, and with fpirit whor*d j 

Judicious drank, and greatly daring din'd ; 

Dropp'd the dull lumber of the Latia-ftoJe, * 

SpbiTd their own Iwgtiage^ and tlcq^lr*d Qo mon%. 

All cla/fic learrting, loft on claflic ground,. 

At lail turn*d air, the echo of a found [ ' 

We now proceeded in our Journey towards the 
telcbrated city of Shim-Sham i near to whicfi 

'4 flood 
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ftood the palace of the great King : and nothing 
particular occurred between thefe two places, but 
diat we pafled over a country called die Land of 
Secrets, where dwell a people with long lopping 
tSLTS and little gimlet eyes. We had not thne to 
make any enquiry into the.cttftoms and charafler 
of the natives ; but my guide promifed, in compen« 
£ition for this lofs, to procure for me <me of their 
ears for dilTeflion -, which I thought might be of 
great advantage to me, as it was. my defign to 
complete that moral anatomy of the human frame, 
of which the Spedator has given fuch excellent 
fpecimens in his account of the ftnidure of a 
beau's head, and a coquette's heart. ...- 

While I ^yas turning over theiCb projefts in my 
mind, we arrived at the city of Shim-Sham, 
wherein was kept the King's treafure, as well as 
the wardrobes of all the royal family. . In diis 
place every thing was mockery and imitation, and 
the (hops were filled up with fucji articles as arc 
vended by the pedlar Jews in our own country. 
Every thing was hollow and unfubftantial, and the 
jewels of the King's crown were ^s falfe. as the 
reft. Herp I obferved a very confequential gen- 
tleman 
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demon walking along as upright as a dart, with 
his hands fpread out as if he. had juft waHied themy 
and was waiting for a towel : he had three large 
leaithern curls on each fide, and a pair of yery fuperb 
paper ruffles. After walking a few paces, I faw 
him ftep into a fine painted balloon-carriage, 
which my guide informed me was to condu£k him 
to court I could not hear this without fignifying 
a very ftrong defire to follow him thither ; which 
my guide no fooAer undcrftood, thaji he dire<Sled 
our aerial carriage towards the palace of hia 
Inane Majefty. 

' '' L.'. ';.'..■... * s 

' We were foon conveyed to a ftnifture of a very 
ftately appearance, but which I afterwards underr 
ftood could never be made, to laft above a year i 
here wje alighted before a flight of fteps^ . wbicii 
conducted us to a ialoon. of prodigious, extent^ 
«^re all'the courtiers were affemblei I was not 
much fi|rpf ifed to find that; the edi^ of revocation 
.'iftfbich ^9?as mentioned in^noy firft Paper on this 
fubje£l:,, had hurried back vaft numbers of our 
court gentry, and I feemed tp have fome recoU 
leftion of almoft every third face I met. His 
Jlianc' M^jefty was at.^he fur Aer end of tho ro^m» 
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in a very fingular Jreft, He bad a Im of oodk 
on his head, with a phunage of gooie's Jcadiers^ 
which together presented an appeaniiioe not unliioe 
k hwge (huttlecock. His matttie was of w^ityi^ 
brown paper, ornamented with i-ws of bcdtk 5 
and his hair was tied up in a great b^lue Uaddcs. 
As for his perfon, it was fwelled otit to an unac* 
counftable fize ; and urerf fkt ^ndiinking face 
feemed to procure him the refped of aii prcfanl. 
A kind of muddy Irquor Aoated in his eye8> which 
his brows overhung like weeping willows. Ife 
carried the largeft jewel that belonged te him at 
the end of his nofe ; and the courtiers beft verfed 
Sri flafttery, werefam^ io-lMrgiii miA^AmnSg its 
luftre ai»d magaUude«^ His M^j^bf. bsei aa osfy 
fdni tvrfio trad auBth^ 'Mhm flcps^ asid ^ximifiBd>i6 
n^lddi&dignity o^tlie foeptre-: lie had^potefi 
much under tjut mdl accomplifliod mafters in 
iffytfOh^f, magic, magnoft^, s«^r)^9 nvcnt- 
thancy^ legeF^e-tnain, conundrutn^mAing, iiiill 
ffvtnTtmg ) Wmg'the ftudies inthe highe(^ftiiiu«idft 
in this Idngdomj and deemed efferitiad to the ae* 
comfdiftments 0f a young priiice. •- - 

sA fflixtUrd of giay and melattchpty ,fentii!ien(!S 
took place in my mind on contemplating this 

fcene : 
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fceoe : oi;rthe ofie bgnd, the thcmgbt of (being, at 
my petarn intp «iy . ci^n 4eav cMntry^ dse effiifte 

of this wide €4i4^:of r€Y0C9tj«09|i in tfepriving oyr 
9Qurt of all^ thofevgaudy jbotjj^g^ jt))9t ^iMtoi 
flutter about it like butterflies round- a M»y«» 
flower, fhaded widi a fort of peniivenefs the plea* 
fare WMtH t'^gR^ ^ the other hahd, in refleding 
that now ther«(^daM b« rdocil^ fcr 'e6nfcious*tvt)rth 
i iid high pfo t ntfc -'toprefe foiwattl inTd recom- 
mend themfelvei 19. the iuM:iis0 '«yF ^our fenfible 
monarch. 

. . . . 

Juft as my kinrf ^Wifeftib^'ilt^'tali!^ by 

the^.hf^nd (fl| prefent me to Bis Inane Majefty, the 
whole fce^ yaMflMJi^ft^nki/boM^ i»fry> «iU I 
feemed to be* cafrii^'d lip lii k tort of fiiKng cjoud 
to a^4:onfid(erabk hei^t in tbe atr« The dread 
of falling, fo troubled ytiy fkncyy l3lat the agitiion 
awoke me ; but for fiiMi fien minutes I imagined 
myfelf in my conduftdr*s balloon, inftead (if the 
great chair By the fire-fide^ I ha4 oe*u:ly forgotten 
to inform my reader, that the inftant before this 
vtfionary fabric diffidved^ i coddnot Mp tKinking^ 
that imthc £k£ joBmy inane ^i8Ad< *wbi^ had^lbewa 
tneio mocl^dviiit^^tbfttv^riwd^ si- fining likifn^^ 

; . of 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^4 THE tOOlCER»OK» N<>20* 

of my old fchool-fdlow the Projeftor: the lines of 
diis refemblance were however very much obfcured 
by the vafk margin which the frothy and puffing 
elements of this country are fure to produce ia. 
every fkce» 
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UtJfotmf^tiSffecrtfunaJatMriettirf- 
Ignitus pecorif nulk convulfiu aratr^, 
^em Mulctnt auratfirMat fol, §ducat imhtrp. 
Multi Wum ^erif multa optavire puella % 
Jim fuvmifmu tforputd^ornafumffn^ 
Nulii lUum ^rif nuU^ o^avire puelUtm, 

CATlTLLVt^ 

. ^fTpet It tfiat fioii^r. wlucfa iii ftidremeiit growt» 

Untoach*dy inglorious, in the £ard«n*s clo&> . 

Fanned by fuftairs, andl>a'th'd'by min^AriBg rain; 
' While cattle boaage ]>ay, and' ploughfhares rude rcfr«m» 

Its cbarrat'"*its openiog charma# and taper h«jgbt» 

The yirginsy an<f die love-fick." boys invite ! 
: y«c riTiih from- tht ftem the U^Aihg pnse^ ^ ' ' 

How foofi, alas ! thftiaple^ fc^futytdiesl 

No more its opening charms and taper heigh t» . 

The virgins and the loVe-fick boys invite* . 

X HE other day» as I was purfutng an agreeable 
train of thought, ; tn a view- to die j^tertainment 
of di«L;.PttbUc^ s^ IstiefuframoQeof/iaiy town^cor-. 

refpondents 
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refpondents gave me fo rude a check, that I was 
obliged to take three turns in the fUbert*walky to 
recover my comporure, 

> 
The letter brought me advice of a very fere evi), 
in the commerce of fociety, which increafes with a 
growth fo mnk aad rapid, that all the fpirit I can 
aflume, and all the influence I can exert, muft be 
cm^e^fsd^ in a manner> towards this one point, 
for the prefent. Therage fiar gaming is the danger 
about which this alarum has been nii^ by my cor- 
refpondent j aftd, if the fafts and inftances whidi 
he has coUeaed for me be as well grounded as 
other inftruftions which have come to me from 
the fame quarter, I tremble for all that is fccred, 
or decent, or honourable, in life ; and my heart 
mifgives me, at the rumour of a peftilence, that 
muft foon produce a general rottennefs in the 
higher ranks of fociety, and ppifon all the fprings 
of virtue and humanity. There is no vice or 
paffion, among all the badgiis of human mifery, 
that is of a nature fo fpreading and malignant as 
the praaice of gaming j nor will it be difficult to 
difcover the ground of this mifchievous pre*emi* 
nence, if we attend to the courfe of its operaticm 
.and progrefs in the mind. 

There 
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feuc df.odwr vic» \riiiciv iiodks die inorsd kfd&, 
and is at open hoftility widr wbflfCevtfr good prin^ 
ciples or habits have been nouriihed in us by edu* 
cauan^eNflimpb ;. tint wr«afily pedfoafe ootC^ves 
to Jo^ls l^pongaoiiiiy?* a prafiice: in Wftieh- w^ 
tmft:t0:Cb^ feif iffiir of chance > and by ftutting 
our cjfus againff its crafisqufencoSr we not otily veH 
«verjtft reproach,, iowt le«dtd< it a 4egFoe of plat^-i- 
Abititty^ whi^h ireaders its Cemptatioii^ krei^Uc. 
J^y thi^ dbeeitfiil astdftimodationi an<i defpk^bfe 
rcafiiiftryy the ocfium u>f this vice i» melted away, 
and nothing but the firft bkijlh of innocifrnce is 
oppo&d to it, and a eertain decorum of fentiment, 
^ which is thejnatuml growtb^of every wdl-confti- 
tutodinind. < 



The effeifts Aeneforeofthis^ vice ape aJways firft 
percei^d on the fide of feeling and delicacy ; and 
ofteatinies, white the principle'df' virtue is left 
.ftanding it&lf, all its^ decorations and dtffadions 
wSl. te^ Moidderiiigaway, tmder^dle influence of 
'duk ibur Hftgertral hsrtrit; Btir although the in- 
fantiiiwdvfincesofthis peftHeflt praftice degradie the 
miod^with'no tein of reproach orcriihiiiaRty^ yet 

- riim 
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suiii that is flo^, is not the lefs certain i and whem 
tilke fijrft repugnance h£ habit is removed) the pro**- 
^re& to coemption is estfy and diris£k. Other vicea^ 
attiipk us more openl}s andaiarm at. once all the vif 
gjmtfr and caution of our minds ; fometisias take ua 
by ailituU;. fometimes ate r^ulfed in die onfet ; 
h^t die pnuftice of gacntng-undermtnes and reducea 
us hy flow and fubtk degrees ; and> while our con<* 
icicnce-re^fes in .a flatteris^ ftc^rity, robs it of 
that timicbty of. feelinj^ and.ieafibilily of haflbUT) 
whkrh oodtitu^te its principal iafety* 

Thus the progrefs of gaming is fo much the 
moce fucce&fuflly fatal, as it enters into our habits 
with, little oppofition from our principles, takes ful) 
poiTeffion of our fouls by imperceptible degre«s,;m4 
delays its attack upon the iacred citadel of virtuei 
till it has effe^d a defertion of all thofe delicacies of 
ientiir^ent^ which form a noble de&nfeabout it» It 
is on the fame account that the moft dilgufting m* 
fluence of this fordidpra^tice is remarked iafjsmale 
sninds, which lofethcir faireft diAin£lians and prvi^ 
vileges, when they lofe the blufhing honours ;pf 
moddR:y, .delicacy, and peace. It is here that th^ 
habpt fliews itfelf in its pride, pf defbrmityy ai^ 
appears in the moft affliAing fhapes of wretched- 

nefs 
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nefs and ruin. A female mind deprived of its 
fenfibilities, is one of the moft defolate fcenes in 
the world ; and a man bereft of his reafon, is hardly 
a more abjeft and forrowfiil ^e&acle. Thefe rui- 
nous confequences of gaming, my correfpondent 
aflures.me, have already begun to difplay them- 
felves in the chara£ker and deportment of the 
gentler fex ; already the fweeteft qualities of 
tvomanhood are periibing under its biaft ; and 
having nearly completed its havock on die blo£> 
ibms and the foliage, it muft foon reach to die very 
root and principle of fociety itfeif. 

To behold a fine eye, that was made to fwell with 
tiie tender feelings of confcious love, to exalt, to 
corred, to animate, to tranfport its objeft, lend 
all its ardours and its ecftafles to the icy appetite 
of avarice ; and to contemplate a hand and arm, 
that nature had caft in her happieft mould, Irke the 
tendril of the vine, to aft as the graceful bond of 
iinion and afFcftion, btified in the beggarly office 
of conduSing a Faro bank ; is a fad perverixon of 
nature's decrees, and an outrage upon all that is 
decorous or lovely in the female charafter. But it 
iRrere ridiculous to complain only of the folecifins 

• of 
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of behaviour, and deformities ol appearance pro«* 
duced in the female world, by this unbluihing vice, 
4IS if thefe were its worfl: efFefts* It has a de* 
firoying appetite that fwallows up all the regards 
and charities of the mind, and leaves in it noprin* 
^iple of a£kivity, but covetoufnefs and defperatiom 
To the female gamefter, virtue, and probity, and 
iaith, as never coming into ufe, are of little value, 
and nowhere fo cheaply purchafed as in thefe unprin^ 
.cipled rcforts; fo that, as I am told, every pradifed 
ieducer who can be gratified with lefs than the coftly 
facrifice of innocence, feeks his objedls at the ga- 
ming-table, where be finds a very few attradlions will 
carry him a great way in a courfe of caiy vidories. 

In the whole compafs of language no terms are 
fo mifapplied, as thofe which are expjeffive of hap- 
pinef? J andhappinefsitfelf isa word which all of u<5 
Are prompt in explaining, but which none of us in 
fail underftand. Thus, what is denominated the gay 
world, confifts in reality of the graveft and duUeft 
part of mankind j and he who loves to fee the humaiv 
face over-fpread with genuine joy, will certainly 
not find his account in the regions of high life, and 
the crowded, haunts of faihion. Where every hope 

Vol. I. O . of 
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of a woman's heart is riv«tted on her tteighbouf ^ 
purfe, and every feeling is engaged^ for her own; 
where the mpture i5f one is die ruin of another; 
where gsdn is without credit, and lofs without 
confdation; there can be little mom or occafion 
for the relaxations of harmlefs mirdi^and the fpoiv 
tivenefs of innocent pleafure. That vacancy of 
mind, that excurfi venefe of fancy, and that rambliitg 
of thought, in which true mirth and jollity dslight, 
is not furely to be found in thofe courts of avarice, 
where all our fenfibilities are abforbed by die ap- 
petite of gain, and a groveling folicitude about 
the iiTue of a card or a number* 

About fourteen years ago, Sophia was the envy 
of her own fex, and the idol of ours» She was 
then in the prime of her age, and beautiful was 
that prime : but her beauty was ber UsslA praife; 
for her heart had all the luxury of feeling, and her 
underftanding all tiie graces of improvement. A 
'Winning unconfcioiiihefs of her own diarms, an 
innocent pkyfolnefs of maimer, and a kind-keartai 
attention to hertnfbrions, diftinguiflMd her among 
her eompani<ms, and made her the Mi^tst diid 
ornament of every circle. Bat h^ ilt4brtaiie 
, 4 WuW 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



N** 21. THE L0OKBR-0>r* ftft 

wouU not fuiFer her to remain long iti diis feve^ 
reigntjr of innocetice at her father's houfe iti 
,. ■ fl^ire : at the age oftvM^tf^nt fte was married 
to the member for the 42eunty^ and, kuthe winter 
of I777> began her career in town with fuch com- 
{lar^y » her e<{uipage and condition entitled her to 
ksepi A fong time (he held out againft all the 
obligations of faihion, &nd sdlai^ements of example : 
file had an in-bred abhorrence of gambling $ and 
whik fke .pattently (iiftained the imputation d£ 
tneannrfs &x rdfafing to coatribtste to the^JFari^ 
hatkk^ her una^owed charities Xfore daily {touring 
balm into Misfortune's woands} and fomeof thofe 
IR^o upbraided her parfimony*, had felt, in fecret 
aids, the force of her gieAerofity, when diftrefles, 
which they had well deferved, were on the point of 
.overwhelming them. 

But virtue that ftands alone, and difcouhtenanccd, 
is unequally oppofed to the conftant influence of 
iiAportunity and example j and Sophia wanted 
lliqfiS aids of counfel and encouragement which ^ 
cender and rational huiband might well have af« 
ftirdad hen 1 marked the firft inroads that were 
made on the delicucy of her ftnttmcnts, and the 
O 2 untouched 
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untouched bloom of her mincL J hw the gaiety 
of her fpirits cankered and corroded ; and I faw all 
her ienfibilities gradually decaying, like the iaplefs 
germs of a withering rofe-tree* 

It was among a notorious fetof female gamblers, 
at a lioufe kept by a Baron's lady, that her trans- 
formatioq was completed; where a confpiracy was 
formed to win from her fome Valuable jewels, 
which her father had prefented her with on the 
>dayof her marriage; and where her hufband was 
wretch enough to fhare in the plunder. This had 
.the efFed of rendering her defperate. From that 
time ihe has continued to fmk deeper and deeper 
into all the iafamy of a hardened gamefter; and 
her virtue and her probity are gone, together with 
her family jewels. Her face too, which once was 
illumined with unchequered delight, and replete 
with innocent graces, is now contracted to a crofe 
expreffion of difcontented malice, and repining 
folicitudej and her beauty, inftead of being left to 
the gradual wear of time, that fcldom obliterates 
every trace, is prematurely and radically ruined, by 
the unfparing influence of fordid paffions, and 
corroding anxieties* The heroine of this fhort 

tale 

5 
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tale is at this moment well known in what arc 
called the gay circles of life, though the portrait ^ 
I have drawn will be recognized ^ only by a few; 
by thofe, alas ! who have gazed, as I have gazed^ 
on the gilded, morning of her life, and have feen, 
as I have fcen, that morning (hrouded in a fuddeii 
gloom, pregnant with blight and with mildew^ 

My correlpondent has forwarded this letter to 
Hie, which he received a few day^ ago, from a, con- 
templative friend) who defireddiat it might be 
communicated to the old gentleman employed? 
in fchooling the town^ under the title of the 

£0OK£ft-01fl 

« MY DEAR Smi, 

«• THE other day I paid a vifit taa mcdl«at 
^ perfon who lives at a (hort diftance from town> 
^^ and who has tmder his care a fmall number 
"of lunatic patients^ As I am curious to fee my- 
^ fpecies under as great a variety of afpe6ls as. 
" poffible, I readily, accepted the offer he. mad©- 
*^ me, of introducing me to fome of his unhappy ^ 
*' lodgers.. He accordingly carped me into alL 
'^ their apartments, and furppfed me with fuqh, 
Gs, "^'fights. 
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** fights of bumaa woe, as liink all the pride of 
" my nature, ami humbled the man within me. 
" 1 fliall dweli cMily on one fpeSacle, which in- 
" terefted me and affiidied me alcove the reft, and*. 
^ forced me upon rcfle^inghow much we arc the 
*• creatures of habit, and how foon> by a ctegcne- 
** rate coiwfe of a6kton> we may depart fronv. 
" ourfelves, and entomb every trace and veftige of 
H ^igioal worth*. 

•* la » little room^ at the top* of the houfe, ott 
**• the ibot of a mattrefs, fet a woman whofe age 
* feemed to beaftout forty: Ae ha<l a long nrght- 
" gown that was tied about her necJr, anrf rcacherf 
** to her feet; and her hair, which was moftly 
" grey, was combed back Into a Ibrt of cap, or 
** eauJ^ whkk ferTcd to keep it together. Her 
" eyes were deep funk in their focketSj and her 
<• eteeks were miferaSrly fallen in. Her neck was 
** bent forwards, and bowed with wrctchednefs ; 
<* and her looks expreflfed that frantie gloom, that 
*^ keen lEbrt of mehneholy, and that eating cace, 
" which confome wi^ perpetual anguift, and" 
^ allow no comforting thowght, not even in die 
« profpeA of dea*. 

« As 
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<* As we entered the room, we awakened not 

* the fmalleft curiofity in her mind. Her chin fell 
^^ on the palm of her hand) while her elbow refted 
•* on her knee; and pointing to a fpot in the floor, 

• flie drew forth a figh fo hollow, and fo fad, that 
•• my whole fran^ underwent an agitation almoft 
*^ too much to fupport. In a moment (he fprang 
*^ violently from her bed, and rufhing to the fpot 
^ at which Ihe had pointed with her finger, fell 
^* prone with her face upon it, crying, *♦ Ah ! my 
** little, littk babes, will you knit for cvor thofe 
**• innocent brows on your poor wicked motberr** 
<^ Then looking at u$^ with a coimtenc^ncs full of 
^ the moft mtenfe feelings, &e cried, ^* Hfp/h, 
^ bufli) I conjure you ! My little ones, my mur- 
^ derf d little ones, wil^ fpeak to me, if you wilt 
^ but ke^p fiknce!^' She continued after this 
^ proftrate on the floori and talking indiftindtly.* 
^ In this fituation we left hen 

** I could not reft till the keeper confented to 
" give me, in a few words, the hiftory of 
*' this afflifted perfon, which he did, to this 
*' cffetft: — " This poor woman," faid he, ^•'was' 
•* once the ornament of her family, and the delight 
O 4 "of 
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^^ of all who knew her. I remember her about 
•* twenty years ago, with a little cherub-like face, 
" fparkling with pkafure and with innocence. 
" She married the youngeft fon of a Baronet, who 
^ had taken orders, and held a living in the 
** neighbourhood of her father's refidence. He 

* was a youth of rare talents and exemplarjr 
^^ Worth; and they lived together in domeftic 
•* happinefsj and unajfiliming plenty, a few fhort 
" years, till ill health, and a fair opportunity, 
« induced the hulband to try the benefit of fea 
** air, in a voyage to the Mediterranean, when 
^ fhe ¥ras perfuaded to accept an invitation to 
*' fpend the winter in town, at the houfe of a 
** female relation. This lady had neither honour 
<♦ nor confcience remaining, and had long, un- 

* known to her country connexions, kept a kin* 

* of decoy in Square, where, under the 

" notion of routs, the young and the fimple were 
*^ allured, to the ruin of their fortunes and their 
**" principles,.. 

« In this vortex of villainy, where vice appeared 
^ to her in a kind of mafquerade, and tempted her 
'« with the {how of elegance^ and the authority 

« of 
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^^ of fafliiofi, was this poor creature abu fed, fe— 
^ duced, and vitiated. After an abfence of three 
*f quarters of a year^ her hufband returned, and 
" fled to her: with that ardour and anxiety with 
" which. a. hulband approaches a wife whom he. 
" tenderly loves; and, who, for reafons unknown,. 
" has ceafed to correfpond with him for many. 
" months. He fled to. her, to chide her for her. 
" negleft, and to feal their reconciliation witli 
^ kiflTes fo long untafted, — when,.inftead of that. 
*'- cjegant, aflre6tionate,.and artlefs charader^ which^ 
" had drawn from him fo many tears at partings 
^ he found her transformed into the cold and fan- 
*^ taftic creature of fafliion, and fl:ripped of alL 
" the virtues and the graces that belonged to hesj 
*^ native fimplicity* 

" Being unacquainted; however, with the whol^r 
** of her unworthinefs, and the full extent of her 
" profligacy, he lived with her for two years, on- 
" an income much abridged by. her lofTcs at play, 
" and a mind peiKtrated with Ibrrow and defpon* 
^ dency at the hourly, proofs of her degeneracy, 
** His fpirits were fo afFe6led, and his fortune fo 
^ funk^.tliat. bath his health and pocket united. 
05^ "to. 
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<^ to periuade him to accept tbe place of chaplain 
«« to a man of war, which was juft on tbe point 
** of £iiKing to~ convoy a fleet of Merchantman, 
^* Here his tender conftitution and hi&adiin^ heart 
<* fa ill agreed with the rough filoalion to which 
*• he configned himfelf, that he fell into a linger- 
** ing illnefej and retttmcd in a few months, to 
^ die of what is uilially called a broken heart. 
** His vnky who had long ago laid down d& the 
•• noble fecKngs of nature at the gaming-table, 
^ and bad: to reckon her virtue and her faith 
*' among die \o(k& &e had there incurred, bdield' 
^ without remorfe his pining concfition, and faw 
^ his head bent down upon his bofom, widi little 
*• felf-accufatron pr forrow* 

^^ One night a fudden indifpoTition brought her 
^ home earlier than ufual, from the hif$ houfe 
^ where her ruin had begun* She came, as if 
•• hi by the hand of Pyovidence, to recdvo her 
*• hulband's laft figh, and to bdiold the comple- 
**' tion of her work* It feemed as if her fpirfte 
** had been borne up till this moment^ only to ex- 
** pertence a more fudden &11, and to fed* the 
« piercing remorie that followed with greater bit- 

« ternefc 
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^ ternefs and anguifb. A fudden rccolleaion 
^ feised her, attended with fuch horror »id fuich 
^* agony of grief, that her faculties were overborne, 
«« and her reafon, her heaW>, and her beauty, were 
*^ the fudden forfeits of her crimes. It was not' 
"• long before flie gave the fevereft proof of her 
' « infani'ty which it was ki her power to afford, by 
** mixing up deliberately a quantity of poifon, of 
^ which tke took a part herfel^ and found meahs 
« to admmiftw Ae reft tQ her two litde children 
^ and her maid fervant : the mixture, however, 
" was fo inefficacious, that it produced, only a 
** temporary illnefe in thofe on whom it waa 
« tried. 

^* It was immediately judged neeeffary to ■ put 
^ her under Arift confinement; and ihe has now 
* been five years a lodger in my houie* She will 
** wear no drefs but the one fhe has now on, and 
*' choofes that little remote chamber in prefe- 
'' rence to any other. But the circumftance molt 
" to be admired is, that nothing can perfuade 
^ her that her children are alive j fhe perfifls in 
" ^declaring, that their fpirits are conflantly in 
^ the room> and continues to converfe with 
O 6 then* 
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** them the whole day, as if theywcre a£luall3r 
« prefent. If, at thofc moments when (he feems 
" to be a little more compofed, we venture to 
'^ place her children before her ; (he immediately 
^ falls into a fk of raving, and cries out that they 
^^ are multiplied into four, and are come witt> 
** fcorpions to torment hen" 

^ Here my friend flniffaed his fad account, an^ 
*^ I took my leave, imprefled with more horror 
** than any fpe£lacle has ever yet created in my 
*• mind. If Mr. Simon OUve-branch can make 
^^ any ufe of this ftory, which I fend you in this 
^< naked and fimple form, he is at liberty to em* 
*• ploy it, as he has done others, in the caufe of 
^ vittwe and humanity* • : 

« Yours, &c.** 



No 22. 
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N^ 22. TUESDAY, MAY 22. 

iVJftf tu ^nepis venietttiafamniaportif ; 
Cum ^avemruntjmnia, pifiifus babtnt* 

PKOPKRTIVt. 

When ferious dreams the door of fancy giin. 
Think not thefc ferious dreams were ient in va:m 

To THE Rev. Simom Olxve-eranch. 
« Sir, 

^ jlXLL thofe who have marched before yoa 
" with the greateft dignity in the fpeculative office 
** of reforming the town, have been fo remarkable 
" for the faculty of dreaming, that it is now indif- 
•* penfably requifite for a periodical writer to devbte 
^ his flumbers, as well as his waking meditations, 
** to the entertainment of his readers. Nor is it 
•• without reafon that this faculty is held in fo great 
*• cfteem; for, if dreams have any thing of infpi- 
** ration in them, thofe whom they moft frequently 
•* vifit muft be allowed to be fitteft for the tafk of 
•* inftrudbion. Nor can advice ever come more 
** modeftly difguifed, than when cloaked under the 
** emblematical covering of this myftical mora- 
" lity. 

f* It 
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^ |t was with res^ £ilis&£kief^ ^erefere^ that I 
^ perceived -in your fiBGon4 Paper fiichuhquQfttoiv 
<< able marks of your being poflefTed of this valu- 
<< ble faculty, which I look upon as a genuine 
«^ voucher of jiour triAfi dtfcent fron dM^dreaoiers 
*< of former times, and a proof that you are not 
^ unworthy to fit ia tbft SpoSkator's chair. For I 
^* confider the moft refpe&able part of the perio- 
^ dical writers to be all of one Kterary itoily ^ 
^ and that, like the Incas of Peru amoftg their 
^ countrymen, they hand down one to the other a. 
^ kind of s^pro{>riate hereditary talents which di- 
^ ' 0inguiOi them among the community of authors* 

« The Speftator, who wa^ the fownder <rf tbi» 
^ family^ as well 95 (ome. ofi the worthkft of kia 
^ pofterity, not only CQuld dre^m when, they 
^ pleafed, but could alfo choofe the fuibjed of 
« their dream. Being thus provided with a don 
« meftic oracle, the philpfopher b^d no djUScult]^ 
« to fear. When a knotty cafe occ^ned, be ba4 
« nothing more tq do than tp compofc himfdf t^ 
** fleep as quickly as he couW, The bufy embryoa 
" thought bon ej^panded in his brain; and^whca 
^ he awoke, out fprung the armed goddefs. 
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^ As I take it for granted that yoi».are poffeiTeJ 
« of this diferetionary dreaming power, I hepe yoa 
•* wHl not refttfe to flccp a Rttie nowr and Aeft on 
•* my affairs, if I fhould have occafion for yoiir 
*• affiftance; and, as itrs more than probabtcl^at 
•*' 1 may fometimes dream a Iktle myf^, I Aalt 
*• take a pleafure in fubmitting my vtfions to your 

* eye, that you may cither communicate them to 

* tire public, or ufe them as rough materials to 
^ be vrrought up and adorned ih your own ftum- 

* bers. 

^ It may be worth observing that there are two 
^ diftin(£l kinds of dreams : the one, of a plain and 
^ houfehold nature, fuch as ordinary perfoas expe- 

* riencej the other, more refined and fpirituaJized, 
^ and peculiar to periodical writers : the one, foggy 

* and frothy, and bred of indigeftion and vapour; 
^ the other, pure and ethereal*, the effence of fancy, 

* and the ^trit of contcmfrfation. The one, in 
•* fliort, is involuntary and conftitutionalj die 

* other is dependent on the will, and fubordinatc 

* to the judgment, 

** Voluntary dreams were little known amona 
•* the ancients J and I think the firll perfonwho 

" fucceeded 
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•* fuccceded in this way, in our own country, was 
^ the celebrated John Bunyan, who has carriedi 
« the art to a great degree of perfeftion. He chofe 
*' the field of allegory, as beft calculated to exer- 
'^ cife his fuperior talents for invention and ima«^ 
*' gt^y I 2nd it is but juftice to this famous dreamer^ 
^ to allow that the perfpicuity and fimplicity o£ 
*^ his language, and tha entertaining flow of hi& 
^^ narrative, render his allegorical writings fitter: 
** perhaps than any others to captivate youthfuL 
" imaginations. His merit will be more promi* 
" nent, when we confider that he was perfeftly 
^ original; and that Spencer himfelf, with the 
^ Italian poets for a model, and with all the ad--^ 
^ vantages of the moft melodious poetry, has but 
" few readers who perfevere to the end,^ and ftili 
" fewer who follow him with clear ideas ani 
** conneifed ioipreiSons. His delineations are per-* 
" haps too piiturefque : they are admirable wheo. 
* taken individually; but it is io difficult to keep. 
** fight of the connexion, that they derive no luftra 
*^ from their union. Honeft Bunyan, on the other. 
" hand, feeks no refinement, but follows nature. 
« even in fitSlion; and when we have accompanied 
** his pilgrim to the end of his journey, we can 
f clearly recoUeik every ftepof his progrefs.. 

« Ther 
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^\ The dreams of this author are all ferious ; 
" as Quevedo's, on the contrary, are hum6rous 
" and fatirical. Addifon, who touched with the 
*' happieft art every chord of polite learning, has 
** occafionally employed a dream to convey his 
** inftruftions, whether his iiibjeil were gay, fe*- 
*^ vere, or folemn. The paper of the Speflator, 
« entitled the Vifion of Mirza, has a grandeur 
"^ and folemnity of imagery, with an elegance 
^ .and melody of language, that ftand imrivalled 
** in Englifh literature. The fubje£l of human 
■^ life has likewife been caft into a dream by 
"" the author of the Rambler, whofe ftrong and. 
" penetrating mind enabled him to excel in every 
*' fpecies of writing ; but any one who will take 
^ the trouble to compare the two Papers together,, 
** will not hefitate long to give the preference to . 
" Addifon. His conceptions feem to flow with- 
" out labour or effort ; and even in point of folem-, 
** nity, which is the ftyle^-moft natural to the 
^ author of the Rambler, the Spectator has, in 
" this inftance, fnatched a glorious viftory in the. 
*' heart of his empire. 

*' This fpecies of writing fcems beft adapted t^. 
" fubjefts of a grave kind, becaufe Xhere is fome-.^. 

" thing^ 
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^ thing naturally ferious in a dream. When a 
** man is thrown into a ftatc in which he is- barely 
•* confcious of his exiftence, the workings of his 
*' fancy, however abfurd, have fomething awful in 
*• their charadler. Hence in all ages they have 
** been confidered as facred ; and diough the 
•• greater part of the fleeting creations of faiKy 
** are inftandy forgotten, there are few of us who 
^ have not at fome time or other been vifited with 
*^ dreams which have made a dttrabia impreifioiv 

** The ancients paid the greateft attention to 
•• th«r dreams, and affigncd a very difttnguiAed 
<^ rank in the State to the perfons wjio were ap« 
•• pointed to interpret them. They believed that 
^ the will of the Gods was often to be coUe£fed 
** from thefe nightly communications ; but as they 
*• turned out to be more frequently falfe than true ; 
* fliey believed that but a fmall part were fent 
<* by the Gods, and that the vana tnfomnioy the 
^ illufive vifions, were continually fluttering about 
<* the earth in multitudes, ready to iniinuate them* 
<* felves into drowfy brains. 

« Virgil relates, in the fxxth book of the iEneid, 
" that thef^ idle dreams were the fruit of a huge 

« elm- 
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^' ebn-tree, which grew in die entrance of the in^ 

^^ fin-nal regiops, 

** In medio f ramfii awnj^qtte hradmpanJit 

•* UlmuSyO^cOyingens'^ ^uam fedtm J'jfmua vufgw 

•* yanatentreferuntyfolttsquefubomnibuibarenu 

*' Full in the midft of this infernal roa4 
** An £lmd1fptays her duiky ams abroad : 
•« Th© QoA^f Sle«p tl«re hidf 9 hU hwyy hcad^ 
*< Aod emjaty dreamt on every leaf are fpread. 

" And it is fomcwhat remarkable that he de- 
•*^ fcribes this tree to be lltuatod amidft tKe furies^. 
*' centaurs, gorgons, harpies, difeafes, cares, pain, 
" famine, poverty, and alt thellorrirfcrew which in* 
^ habit that tremendous abode ; alluding, no doubt, 
^ to tjbe inftueoee whidl the paffiom rspre&nted 
^< by thefe aUegocical beiang^ aoe kaawn to poflsfs 
** in producing dreamy. The fame author after- 
^^ wards copies Homer in defcnbiag the avenues 
•^ by which dreams pafi from the Elyfian fields to 
*' the upper world. There are two gates> he fays ; 
*^ the one of ivory, through wtiich felfe dreams 
** find their way ; the other of horn, which admits 
'* only the true. Thefe were the regular channels 
^ of communication ; but it fometimes happened 
*« on extraordinary occafions, that a dream was 

«' fent 
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** fcnt down from the throne of Jupiter himielf^ 
*' as in the cafe of Agamemnon, when he wa? 
" perfuaded by a vifion to give battle to the TrojanSt 
•• without the aiEftance of Achilles^ 

** The manesy or the ghofts of the dead, were 
** believed to fend pleaGint dreams^ with falutarjr 
" admonitions refpefting futurity^ to their former 
^ friends on earth,, and fiightful and ghaftly appa* 
^ ri tions to thofe. whahad ofiended or inj ured them*. 
<^ Hence it became a principal part of donjieftiQ 
^ woribip-toappeafethefntf/f^j; 

*« Nt tihi negUHi mnant maUfmitia manesm. 
« Left the neglected manes fad dreams fend* 

** The ceremony ufed for this purpofe was fliei 
^ ofiFering of a cake fprinkled with fait. 

*' Sommafallaci ludunt temeraria fioSftf 

« Er ftavidas mentts faffa timere juhmt r 
** Et vanum vtntura bomtmum gepia omma toHh 

«« Farrefioplaeant, & jalientejale., 
«« When falls the blood-ftain'd curtain of the night, 
<c Pire dreams mfli forth, and tiav>rou8 fouls affright }.- 
** Then, urg'd by fuperftitieus faith, we bake 
« Our childiih antidotes oi falted cake. 

** I quote this from Tibullus ; who, in another- 
*' paffage, defcribes himfelf as occupied in expdU. 
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** ing evil dreams from the flumbers of his fick 
** miftrefs, by the fame means : 

** ' Ipfifrocuravi nepojfcnt fa'Vdi rtocere 
* " Somfiia, ttrfanSla devenerar.da melJ, 

•* The thrice-bleft cake have I preparM, to keep 
** From fad tumultuous dreams her facred fleep. 



4C 



" I know not whether the praflice among the 
vulgar in many parts of this country, of laying 
*•* a piece of cake under their pillow, on certain 
*^ occafions, to procure pleafant dreams, have not 
** taken its origin from this old ceremony ; and I 
^ have no doubt, but that a regular analogy might 
" be traced between the notions and cuftoms of 
** the ancients, and thofe of the moderns, on this 
^ curious- fubje<!^ fince fuperftition is nearly the 
*^ fame in all ages and countries. Inftead of the 
^ agency of the manes^ we have fubftituted that df 
^ good and evil fpirits ; and the belief of this fuper- 
** natural interference will continue till the natu- 
•* ral caufe of dreams is generally underftood, 
«* Milton has given countenance to this opinion 
** by the well-known paffage which he puts into 
^* the mouth of Adam ; 

«* Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth, 

f < XJ&dvh both when we wake and when we ileep/* Uc» 

« An4 
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^ And more ftrDngljr ftill bjr the defcription 
^ wherein Satan is reprefented in the a£t of infpi>- 
•* ring evil dreams into the fancy of Eve: 



Him there they found 



«* Squat like a toad, clofe at the car of Eve, 
*' AfTaying by his dcvTifli art to reach 
<* The organ* of her ^cy, and with them forge- 
*< Illufions as he Wfk, pKantarms and dreams} 
** Or if) iafpiritig tenom, he mig^ttMAt 
« Th* animal fpirits that from pure blood mU 
■ '* Like gentle breaths from rivers pure 5 there raifc 
«< At Icaft diftemper^d, difconte«ttd thooghtt, 
'< Vain hope, vahs aimsj inordi&ate del^rcs, . . ' 

« Blown up with high conceits, engendering pride. 

** I do not mean to examine whether fuper- 
^ natural communications have at any time been 
^ made to men during fleep ; but it is certain ^at 
" the greater^iuniber (rf" dreams proceed from natu- 
•* ral cau&$. It k generally agreed, that a perfon 
** will feldom fiiil to dream in the night of what- 
« ever has.ferioufly engaged hk attention during 
*< the day. An uneafy pofture in bed, a b&d ftate 
•^^ of body, or any impreflfons df ^feale or pain, 
^ will likewUe in&lliUy produce uneafy and 
** frightful dreams. The fiune cfffed Attends a 
*' heavy fupper,or, in fhort, any thing whidi over- 
^^ loads fiad offgdks die body, ^ agitated the 

** mind. 
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^' mind. Ati inftance is mentioned by Mr Lock«, 
<^ of a perfon who dreamed that he was afcending 
^ Mount iEtna, and that he felt his feet fcorched 
^' with the heat of the foil} which was really occa- 
*^ fioned by a bottle of warm water that was ap- 
" plied to his foles. Every perfon is fiirniihed 
^ with ftories and inftances in proof of this obfer* 
** vation. Thofe who have known, what it is to 
•* love, will hav€ no occafion to be reminded of the 
** influenceof this powerful paffion,on their fleeping 
^ thoughts. In fhortj the prevailing paffion,or the 
*' leading habit of our lives, if it do not create, wiil 
" atleaft always give a tinge and colour to our 
^ dreams, which is fancifully attributed by Shake- 
* 4*eare to the influence of Queen Mab, who 

** Galtops, nigiit by night, 
" Through lovers brains, and then they dream of love ; 
** O'er lawyers fingers, who ftnut dream on fees 5 
'< O^er ladies ltp9, who ftraift 4n kilfes dreaan i 
** And fomeCimes comes (he with a tithe-pig*s tail, 
** Tickling the parfon as he lies afleep ; 
<( Then dreams he of another bonefice. 
*\ Sometimes ihe driveth o'er a foldier's neck, 
*' And then he dreams of cutting foYeign throats, 
'< Of breaches » ambufcadoes, Spaniih blades,- 
<< Of healths five faUiomdeep. 

Romeo anp Juliit. 

" I have only to remark further, that in very 
•*. iJwuftd fteep the ^nind is notfubjeft to be dif- 

turbedj 
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** turbed by dreams j and accordingly it is in the 
^ morning chiefly that thefe illuiions appear, when 
^** the flumbers are light. This naturally fuggefts 
•* a remedy, which, while it goes to the bottom of 
*• this complaint, will circulate at the lame time 
^ its moral advantages through the whole fyftem 
** of our duties and exertions — ^I mean that of early 
** riAng, which I confider as an objeift of fuch 
•* importance as to lay claim to a feparate dif- 
** cuffion in fome future Paper, The frefli air of 
" the morning is a fort of bath to the fpirits, that 
« braces and reftores them after the tumultuous 
^ toiSngs of a feverifli night. 



•d'^ 



" I do not mean to fay that the remedy I have 
** mentioned will be of any avail tofave the mind of 
** the oppreflbr from nightly fears, or to wipe away 
" remorfe from an evil coiifcience : thefe are the 
** proper rewards of crimes. The bleiEngs of a 
^ found and undifturbed imagination are not to be 
** procured but by temperance, aftivrty, and a 
<* good life* 

** I am, Sir, 

" Your moft obedient 

" and'meft humble Servani^ 
« G— .- 

Lmd^n, z6 M^nb, 1792. 
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My cbrrefpondent's fenfible letter Jeetves Aie 
room for a few remarks, with which I flifell clofe 
this Papen— ^-mln the courfe of. my fpiicalatibm 
upon human iife^ ibmerthpughcs have n^urall]^ 
been heflowed upon that. Jacgc/ and riAifctfilaneoud* 
part of tt which isfpent inldne^aiing* 'Mahkiad 
afe divided an their opinions* anrthisfubjt£b,'as on 
moft others on which two opiiiions can be held, by 
too wide an interval. The vulgar and fuperftitious 
regard tfieiri dreams as oracular ( Wliile thoid who 
pretend to greater cultureand inteiligence.confider'* 
thdm is wholly unworthy of regard. There is a 
point that ftands equally diftant from thefd two 
oppofite f(^ntiments,.by attending to which fome 
u&&ii 'idea« may arife %»it the futje^^. 

' When we carry our refpeft for ordinary dreams 
fo far as to fuppofe them prophetical, very ferious 
impreiEons may be given, and much inconveni- 
ence may refult to the waking ahd fubftarrtial parts 
of our live^* It has often happened (no doubt) 
that a dreamj by prefenting to! the imagination a' 
lucky number, has induced a\poor man to commit 
himfdf in the lottery: and 1 have been told of 
yOttrig ladies, whobave ftooped to low alliances^' 
IB- ob^ienc^ to- the fuggeftions tf thefe empty 
^ Vota. P " coun- 
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couniellors. I think too I have obferved, in the 
nature of thefe nightly conjurations, a tendency 
to invert the order of things, as it fia^ds in reality. 
What we have contemplated with reverential awe 
during the day, we encounter in our dreams with a 
carelefs fiimiliarity, and are frequently drawn into 
the clofeft intimacy with.what h^s filled our waking 
thoughts with dread and abhorrence. 

In the drama too of our dreams, the moft: topfy- 
turvy difpoikions are made, and the different parts 
are fuftained by the moft improper perfons in the 
world : thus our beft friends will ibmetimes a6l in 
thefe fcenes like the bittereft enemies, and the 
pureft charaders will be concerned in the bafeft 
adtons. To draw therefore from fuch confufed 
appearances, rules for our daily practice, and to 
fufpedl virtue and honefty^ becaufe our mifchievous 
fancy has traduced them in our dreams, would be 
to lay a foundation for fuch caprice, mifconftruc*- 
tion, and abufe, as totally to difqualify us for the 
commerce of fociety, 

A confidence in thefe chimeras has led many 
perfons into miflakes refpedjng their real qualifi- 
cations and their proper parts ii) life. A very 
4 peaceful 
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j)eaceful hard-working cobbler of my own parifh, 
by fome diftortion of his hncyj became fuddenly 
£0 valiant in his dreams, and fo wafted his ^irits 
by night with his military achievements, that he ac« 
tually needed repofe in the day-time, and wa^ 
obliged to excufe himfelf to his cuftomers oa 
itccount of his double profeffion. His fancy be- 
came at laft fo pofleffed with images of, war, that 
be confidered it as impious to oppofe Heaven any 
longer; and accordingly enlifted for a foldier, 
leaving a farewell epiftle to his family, in which 
he allured them that he felt himfelf born to great 
adlions, and exhorted them to fell his ftock in 
trade, which might help to maintain them till he 
returned the colonel of his regiment. Before hi 
had well gained acquaintance with his firelock, he 
was drilled into a new order of dreams, which took 
jiow fo oppofite a turn, that he mended in a month 
more fiioes in his fleep,than he had done for years 
in the ordinary courfe of his labour* I have fmce 
heard, that he has deferted; but have been able to 
•trace him no further* 

Though I fufpedi that a fuperftitious reliance on 

the authenticity of dreams, is often the fecret 

fourcc of much perplexity and forrow to the 

P z unenlightened 
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unenlightened part of the community; yet, 
on the other hand, I oannot think it wife to 
treat fo remarkable a property of our natures, as 
perfeftly fruitlefs and inane. It maypoffibLy be 
of much latent confequcnce to the animal oeco- 
•n6my, and is by no means without its nioral 
-advantages. Though I fhould fcruple to allow 
that. our dreams are fignificant of the future^ 
.\inlefs the future have already occupied our wa- 
lking thoughts ; yet I refpea them as a kind of 
allegory of our paft life, in which the fentiments 
that have governed us during the day are obliquely 
^d metaphorically alluded to, under various fliapes 
'^nd dtfguifes. I look upon them as bringing to 
'the fecret tribunal of our confciences, a teftimony 
in regard to th6 general complexion of our 
thoughts, and making favourable or unfavourable 
reports accordingly as our fentiments have been 
pure and upright, or have contrafted the ffein of 
latent criminality. 

I ftiall finifli with recommending to fuch as are 
curious in this. part of natural knowledge, this 
OniroCritica, by treafuriftg up their own experi- 
ences this way, to cftablifh a fort of fcale of dreams 
f(y the eftimation and regulation of their waking 
: :.;. . . thoughts i 
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thoughts; and fliall myfelf, probably, in foipe 
future Paper, profecute thefe hints for their ad van-' 
tage, unlefs a * dreaming correfpondent fhall coiti-^ 
municate fomething to me on the fubjed that fbalt* 
fuperfede my own obfervations. 



N^ 23. SATURDAY, MAY a6. 

In tumbling over our Family Manufcrlpts a day 
or two ago, my attention was arretted by a long 
Epiftle addreffed to a King. It feems to have 
been written by one of the Olive-branches, who 
was in holy prders/ But, as many of us haver 
been of the clerical profeJQion, and as this per- 
formance happens to be without date, I muft 
leave my readers to guefsat the crifis of th*^ 
State, and the period of our hiftory, in which it 

' was written, by the complexion of its naatter^ " 

TO THE KING^ v 

Sjr, — 

JolS I confider this as a moment ia which ovqry 

honeft endeavour fhould be ^adc to tranquillife 

the fufpenfe of the nation, and to fix the public 

P 3 opinion, 
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opinion on the iafe and fober fide, I look upot> 
xnyfetf as juftified by the character I maintain, of a 
gentleman, and a clergyman of England, in thus 
addreffing your Majefty on a fubjed Co critically 
jnterefting to yourfelf and us a]L It Is in vain 
that I hold forth from my pulpit thus twice a week 
the ibiemn truths and injun£ltons of religion^ 
together with my own little leiTons of hou&hold 
morality » and little canons of focial behaviour^ 
while the minds of my parifhioners and the public 
are difcompofed and ruffled by menaces and alarms^ 
and while their attention is drawn towards objeda 
of immediate concern to their repofe and pre- 
fervation. 

At a Juncture like this, fo big with deftiny, and 
fp prolific of change^ every thinking man is con« 
tpmplating whatever is moft dear and (acred to him, 
in the fyftem in which he moves> with an aching 
foliqitude; and you, Sir, above all,muft feel your- 
felf touched with the prefent inftability of thrones^ 
of conftitutions^ and eflablifhments. 

I have ever contemplated your. Majefty as the 
greateft Prince in Chriftendom j not becaufe you 

have 
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have the greateft power, not becaufe you are at 
the head of the greateft nation, but becaufe you 
are of all princes the moft important to the 
people over whom you reign. It muft aflii redly 
give you great weight in your own eyes, to 
refleft that you make an effential part of a Con- 
ftitution under which mankind have been hap- 
pier and greater than in any flate of things hi- 
therto experienced. But if there be a crifis in the 
hiftory of your country, in which this your confe*. 
quence to your fubje£i:s is more particularly felt, 
I fcruple not to (ay that this is that crifis. When 
the caprice of innovation, and the indefinite love • 
of change, gets abroad among a fanguine people 
like your Englifh fubjeAs, it is natural and right 
for good men to turn towards the refources which 
the Conftitution has provided for its own fecurity 
and continuance. 

Now that part of it to which wife men hav6 
principally afcribed its poife and {lability, is the 
ihare which your Majefty enjoys ; a (hare which 
has excluded the fluctuating rage and unbridled 
ambition of Democracies, while it has admitted 
P4 and 
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and ftrcngthened all the virtuous efficacy of the 
Republican form. It is this fteadinefsand integrity, 
which the. State has derived from the Crown, that 
enables usio boafl that the frame of our CoRfiitution 
has undergone no material change iince the sera of 
the Reftoration, if we except the triennial law 
paSed under King William, and repealed under 
George the Firft. This principle of confervation, 
fo t:hara£leriftic of your Majefty*s crown, naturally 
holds it up to thofe who are confpiring againft the 
blei&ngs of our Conftitution, as the great mark 
of their dcftroying fyftem. This they obfcurely 
drive at through the medium of collateral ruin; 
to this end a thoqfand arts and. djpceptions arc 
employed, in a progreffive courfe of operation; 
andtheroildefl profeffionsandprcge&s of reform art 
at this time only the firft ftcps.of thc.fcale of de* 
ftruftion, the initiative forms of that towering fabric 
of mifchief which they meditate in their hearts, 

. The bafa of every r^v<Jutioil is broad find com^ 
prehenfive; a multitude of different fsidiions unite 
to compofe it, chara£lerifed by one fpirit of di& 
content) but with diiF^feni viewiiajbd Afferent 
.i ^l motives. 
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mQtivcs. The difappointment, however^ of their ' 
feparate endeavours, brings them clofer together' ; 
the fociety of refentment fliapes the caufe of. the 
one to the caufe of the other j each confiders that 
the wiftiQS of the ieft rua pftraliel to a. certain 
lengtj} with his own; as thehr ^irits become 
heated, their thoughts become blended ; till at lad: 
the views of the violent and the wicked prevail 
altogether, and a common defperation'overfpreads- 
the whole* Your Majefty's deep krtowledge. of 
hiAprymuft bring to your mind a fufficient number 
of examples of this gathering and condenilfig pnn« 
ciple in all plots and machinations againft govern- 
ment ; it muft put you upon your guard againft 
tfaofe fpecious reforming requifttions which,* how- 
ever rea&nable rijey may be, when abftraftedly 
confidered) are always to be diftrufted when they 
make their appearance in unreafonaWe times, m 
times of beat and of clamour, like the prefent. 
i fpeak oi this fpirit of innovation with- reference 
to. our happy 'Conftitution.: in othpr places it may' 
be juftified-by other circumftances ; b^t wKile we' 
fit under the fhade of- our own laws, and feel all 
the cheriftung benignity of our own governmenV 
it isiair ahnoft to look with diftruft and prejudice 

y 
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on all projects ef change whatever, and to regard 
them as necefiarily involving much hazard. and 
danger. 

In aG>nftitution (o complicated as ours^ and 
compofed of fb many minate parts whidi require 
a found knowledge of human afiairs to imderftand 
their fubferviency to the whole, it is hot forever^ 
pretender to tell u* urtiat we can ipare, or what 
props are neceflary to an edifice iiAich has not 
been erected at once on mathematical principles, or 
after any pre-concerted plan or model, but has 
grown and fpread with time, occaiion^ and emer^ 
gency^ and has been pieced and parcelled into 
various apartments, more with a view to acomi- 
modation than grace, to capacity than proportion, 
to mterior comfort than outward fymmetryand 
order. A conftitution fo myfteriouily wrought, fii 
fafliioned to the changing condition of the human 
mind, fo pliable 'to the wants and demands of our 
nature, however Sow in finiihing, has a higher 
claim to our regard, dian if it had been woven at 
once in the brains of a iingle fet of men, or in the 
revolution of a fmgle aera, to fit with fcrupulous 
adjuftment the philofophy of the times, or a tranfi- 
t^ry crifis of popular opiniont 

It 
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It is enough for us to know that our Conftitution 
has been fealed with the ian£tion of time and fuc- 
ceffive generations j that it has been found anfwer- 
able to all the purpofes of national aggrandize- 
ment; that fighting under its banners we have 
glorioufly conquered ; that under its protection we 
have maintained our religion ; that we have found 
its fpirit congenial to commerce, and friendly to 
the progrefs of knowledge and humanity : it is 
enough to know this, without troubling ourfelve^ 
to enquire into the nature of its origin, or its qua* 
lifications of birth. 

If our Conftitution, whole as it is, had no ori- 
ginal foundation in the free confent of a people ; 
if we do not enjoy it as the entire gift of a folemn 
confederation ; there is neverthelefs no part of it 
that has not been tried in all its points, and all its 
bearings; that has not many times over been 
weighed in the balance by contending interefts ; 
that has not been examined, in times of trouble 
and in times of repofe, with jealous fcrupulofity ; 
and that has not come down to us, marked with no 
particular humour of a particular jun£lure, but 
bearing in its afpe(5l the reverend authority of 
P b time. 
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time^ the different fubfcripdons of different ages, 
and the broad teftimoay of human nature »t 

large. 

Thofe, therefore, of ypar Majefty's fubjeas, 
who are fb pleafed with difcoveri^g diat our go«^ 
yernment is no conftitution,. becaufe tliey aie un- 
able to trace it back to any general affociation and 
confent of the people, are folicitous about format 
lities that have no natural ground in human 2d9ainsj 
which proceed by an involuntary cOor&of inci- 
dental progreffion and improvement Secure in 
the aftual bleiSngs of political freedom, we need 
not contend about forms and titles } we will not 
make war upon thefe verbal politiciansjr ia vindi- 
cation of ^ur right to the name of Conflituiion, if 
they, on. their part, will not infift on our razing 
this our firu£lure of happinefs to the ground, be- 
caufe the firft ftone was laid without the due de- 
corums (^ceremony and pun£tili5» 

If theie Rights of Man, whidi have taken Aicb 
hold of fome men's fancies, be fo encumbered with 
formality ; if their tendency be to diflbl ve all go- 
vernmezXts, whether goodxr b^d^ fuppofing them 
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to have psofceededi informally; Phave no com* 
punfkion in decldring, that thcfe rights of man are 
inconfiftent with his ibcial charafter, are inimical 
to his true intwrefts, and fftbverfive of his civil 
ftecdom j but may ferve, to the end of tinier as the^ 
ftale pretence af revolutions ; and aflfbrd to faftiourf 
leadeis a language unintelligibly impofing to the 
gaping vulgar, and rich in the unideal terms of a 
ravings pbilofopby* - ; 

r Let»ft^t filth -ffidify reafoners djfturb your M^ 
jefty'speswJe^ offtake your faith in the loyalty of 
fee good people of England, who love you, notf 
merely as their King, but as an integral part of a 
gtMt whole, in- which their fecurity is involved, 
m4 a& the bond and pledge of perpetuity to thefe our 
political bleffings. We look upon you. Sir, as one 
of the fyftem with us ; as fharing in all its whole- 
feme reftraints, and as feeling a fellowfhip with 
your pebple in all the benefits it diflFufes. Look, 
dien, with confidence to the depth, and breadth, 
and fblidity of the feheme of our government, as a 
fof^cient defence againft the irregular attacks of a 
political banditti. ^ 

.^ APar* 
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A Par liament-houfe may be butned with all its 
journals and records } but who Ihall bum. oat of 
our hearts tfaofe mtnefies and documents of free- 
dom which are lodged and cheriihed there ? The 
riots of the capital may be renewed ; but what 
fudden fury ihall prevail againft the rocky frame 
of our Conftitution^ of which no man's mind has 
fumiihed the models but which time and the hour 
have raifed with an infenfible pr0grei$> and have 
built (rf* materials that blows and buffets only ferve 
to indurate ? The fenfe of the nation may fubfide, 
and alarm and diftnift may take a fudden pof&iSoR 
of 'their minds ^ but what efforts of difappointed 
malice fhall prevail againft the feated profperity 
of the country, the evidence of a£lual enjoy'-^ 
ment, and the flrong arguments of fsft . ^joA 
feeling I 

Should it, however, be your Majefly's &te to fee 
fome diflurbances ere you fmk into the tomb of 
your anceftors, you have been taught how to 
combat with ills, and to wreflle with calamity. 
Your Brother of France was foflered in the lap of 
indulgence, and fpoiled in the nui:fery of ddpotiibt 
To an abfolute monarchy his fubje£ts are his play- 

.things 
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^ings while he lies in hi» cradle, and the fport of 
bis paffions when he fits upon his throne) hut die 
Kings of England are tutored, and correftcd, and 
Icffoned, and catechifed by the people at an early 
age : and your Majefty cfpccially has been brought ' 
up in the ichool of difappointment, and has been 
exercifed in trouble and in forrow. We doubt not, 
therefore, but that you will ftand firm, fhould any 
fcverer trials befall you j — you will not be wanting 
to your affeftionate fubjefts, who defire to be told 
how to ferve you; — you will confider yourfelf as 
pledged for the maintenance of our free govern- 
ment;— you will make a fevere,but chafte ufe of 
your authority j— you will yield to no galling re- 
qutfitions^ which may force you into difgracefd 
dilemmas, and induce you to tamper with your fa« 
cred honour; — ^and you will attempt no illegal 
ftretch of prerogative, to fhame your &ithful and 
loyal fubjeds. 

With this conftancy of mind, your Majefty is 
prepared to encounter the worft that can happen ; 
and with its natural fupport,our Conftitution is able 
to fuftain the fdcret or open aflaults of its enemies. 
Did it reft: on a fingle point, like the old fove« 
rcignty of FraiKe, ftanding on its pinnacle, like an 

laverted 

Digitized lay VjOOQIC 



328 THE LOOKSR-^K. N^ 23, 

inverted cone, every paffing wind might make it 
totter to its fall ; but the.monuoiental pyramid, of 
our government, feated on its natural bafe, which 
is the people, iball require no common convuliion 
of natiire to ihake its foundations. 

But although there is nothing in the prefent 
vtfye£t of things to fill your Majefty's mind with 
gloomy preiages, yet let not this rooted firmnefs 
of your throne induce you to contemplate, with a 
bofom of apathy, the agitations of ytmc people^- 
however partial they may be* Every little alarm . 
has a claim upon your feelings, and demands on 
your part a folicitous paternal attention. In times 
of feditious machins^tions, it is to you .that the 
virtuous part wrl} turn, as to the fpring of their 
confolatfon, and the guide of their activity. The 
throne is the central objedl of their truft and their 
fears; it is the point of union to the different 
members of the conftitution ; it compadls, fettles, 
and holds together in a myfterious combination, 
the various virtues of various communities, which 
time has operated to blend together in this fa- 
voured country 5 it is the refeigc of our hopes, it 
is the anchorage of our freedetm> the haven of our 
conftitution. 
< Thus 
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Thus held up to the view of your people, and 
thus confequential to the fafety of our liberties and 
law^/your Majefty cannot be inaftive in the States 
without gre»t reproach to your fenfibility and your 
underftanding: you will not content yourfelf with 
thimdering out bulls and proclamations, which 
way cut off a branch or fo, while they ftrengthen 
ihe root of feditioh; but you will gather the com- 
plaints of your people, and fift their grounds and 
iheir .eiotives ; you will not let your name and 
authority be abufed, by interefted iiien, to thepur* 
poftS: of their owttaggrandifernentj you will fet 
dl yottr tefources and fyinh to work' for %)ke d}f«> 
Govery of expedients to diffufe h^tpfAtttlk and coft« 
tent among your fubje^^s. * There are always confti-* 
fistioaal means in your Mstjefty^s hantds, 6f^&ficU 
li^ng the people bf this country to your perfon 
and government ; and •youi' Majefty miift Itnow^ 
•better 'thfen I do^ -the -prop^reft methods' t& hp 

W^i ■ ' ' - ^' ' - . . . ^. - . 

•»- ^ : . ; '. ■ ■ . ' . . y- ■ : . ■ < ■ ^ . : . ' i ^ 

«- Gertitin I am, that one generous aS of fpiritecF 
juftice, in reda'cirig thofe fuperflubiis expences of 
government, which add fo little to the dignity of 
thei^rown^ aMd plsint ric^k^^ec^rkies^firotrnd itj^ 
woiild fdcipi: chafe all- thdfe^ fophifKri^ft of change 
^y and 
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and innovation out of the bofoms of Engliihmen* 
Unlefs there be a real fenfe of fuffering, a real 
difficulty of fubfiftence among a large part of your 
fubjedts, your Majefty has little to apprehend from 
thofe knots of ipeculating politicians which are 
ftill To obfcure and infignificant in the country, 
that I will venture to fay, there are very fev^ 
in the ordinary ranks of life, who have any other 
€K:cupation or employ, that know^ their names or 
their motions. The general idea of want, and tht 
general idea of a revolution, are coupled together 
in the common mind, without any reference to 
the jargon about the rights of man, or any fuch 
foiecifms in civil fociety. They are coupled to- 
gether, they will fubfide together, and they will 
ferment together, accordihg to the manner in whidi 
they are treated by thofe who have power to ag- 
gravate or to compofe them. It was not the theories 
ftbotttthe rights of man that, overturned the mo- 
narchy of France; it was the diftrefs and begjgarjr 
of millions, occaiioned by the total want of feeling 
in their government, which abandoned them to 
the mercy of miferable extortioners. 

The people of England are not . ungenarous ^ 
they love to contribute tp the becoming iplendour 

of 
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of their Monarch ; they would glow with fhame 
to fetter the free range of your Majefty's bounty, 
or, in this age of national profperity, to narrow 
your appointments to the unprincely rule of a 
mercantile calculation. But are there no prodi- 
galities or abufes in the current expences of go- 
vernmentj which, fo far from being eflential to the 
fupport of your Majefty's crown, are a real fatire 
upon it, and conduce only to the maintenance of 
the fluduating power of certain individuals, which 
has often no other dependance either on the regards 
of the prince, or the confidence of the people I 

I would be underftood to fpeak of no particular 
fet of men: what truths I urge, are plsun general 
truths, and want no particular illuftration from ex- 
ample. It is a galling thing for any part of a free 
people to know, that much of their poverty and 
calamity is artificially produced, in contradiction 
to the circumftances of the country at large, by the 
profufenefs and ambition of a particular defcription 
of their fellow-fubjeds : it is a galling thing for 
a reflecting people to feel that their little-ones rnuft 
often forego a hearty meal, to pamper the luxury 
of thofe, towards whom they acknowledge neither 
love nor obligation. 

- Thefe 
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Tjiefe would be the ftrongeft arguments for the 
Revolutionifts to fct forth, could they prove that 
this obliquity of principle was indelibly inherent 
in the Conftitution. Such a Vital rottcnnefs would 
well argire the want of a total repair, and the wife 
and the good would be called upon to liberate their 
country from fo reproachful a fervitude : but my 
mind is fatisfied that this is not the neceflary con* 
dition of my countrymen^ this conftitutional beg- 
gary,' this fyftcm' of corruption, this forced ftate 
of fociety, has not been the nurfery of thofe great 
men, Whofe labours have advanced human nature, 
or of thofe great exploits which decorate the 
EngMi hiftory, Phices, and penfions, and fala« 
ries, ate all good to a certarn* extent: as public 
ifcwards of mtrit, as ofHcially ufefut in the various 
departments of the State, I recbgnife them as a 
pirt of the tonftitutional fcTiemc : but, as inftru- 
ihent^ of corruption, as miniftering to the fupport 
of the govfertiing party, 1 regard them as mere in- 
cumbrances that ambition has formed about ther 
Gonrfitution, to ot)ftl:u£l its free motions, and tor 
deprefs the natural vigour of its life and adlion. 

Were Hllthe collateral and oblique expences of 
government fpared, fomcwhat of infccurity would - 
y. ' - refult 
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refult to the permanence of fubfifting power, which 
might bring with it additional caution- Oppofi^ 
tion too migbl| be purified i^n its motives, in the ratio 
that povyer was ftrippedof its temptations ;. yet^par 
tronage enough mightren^ain to jnfpirQajuft con*- 
fidcnce into government, and to ftimulatethe hopes 
of temperate ambition. Corruption would, feel. a 
check in all its claffes of venality ; for private for- 
tunes lyould be . fquandered with more referve and 
tim.i4ityj when the fitu^tions to which the facrifice 
was to be made, held out mqre limited qompenfar 
tions^ and more frugal rewards. Where only pri- 
vate fortunes could be wafted in corruption, the 
fountains would fjpeej^ijy . be exhaitfted, and^ the 
evn would furnifli its own rexnedy : . the, aftion .Qjf 
bribery being thus fuipenfive and,tetppprary,^would 
afford frequent pauiies for the,tru^ fpirjt of tjif 
conftitution to reviyti;. the .downrigtit ple^beiap 
^ood fenf^ ^f j^? people would p&ei} q^i^lt it^ XotitSf 
and the /pripg ,pf ,Q^en's minds -w^li eofiti^ally 
revert t^ its.patur^ ppf^tyje with r^new^ed aSivity. 

... \ : ' •- fi.-; ',; ':,irr • . . .'; r; •] . -• - 
As mucfe %hq:^fyrj^:^s JLtjsafty.fce in jmx Ma*, 
jefty's p<?wer tiO_allev4a|,e5>f^ibe 4)j:$ferit, burdens 
wiAputrinj^y tQ.X^Mf ;cr<)HJ9j Mi^4w^^^fhf^}*V 
duty.tQ attempt j remembering, that the King of 

France 
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France loft his authority and his freedom by an 
inattention to the beginnings of complaint among 
his fubje£b ; that, flumbering in the (hadow of 
his minifters, he was himfelf overwhelmed in their 
fall ; and that, being at firft a fharcr in the re- 
-proach (^government, he foon became a principal 
in the ruin that followed. 

' As the incitement to revolutions in the minds 
of the community is rather the hope of an allevia- 
tion of their burdens than an exemption from re-, 
ftraint, it is doubtlefs religioufly to be wifhed, that 
fome moderate means might be adopted of affua- 
ging whatever difcontents prevail among the people. 
Some filent arrangements might perhaps be made, 
which would fave an angry fearch into the failings 
of our conftitution and government, at a time 
•when a general fpirit of cavilling, and wild ideas 
of regeneration prevail, together with fome pro- 
portion of difaffe£lion, obliquity, aiwl rage, among 
certain defcriptions of the community. I do not 
purpofe to declare myfelf an enemy to reform: 
I acknowledge, in the conftitution of my countr}', 
a principle of improvcinent which fits it for the 
nearcft approaches to pcrfc^ion which huiiian 

infirmity 

> . ) ; 
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ihfirmity permits ; but at this moment a fpirit of 
rafh refinement and vifionary conceit is gone 
abroad, which is fo oppoiite to the experimental 
charader and the gradual growth and conformation 
of our laws and liberties, that if it were once car^ 
ried into the correftion of our fyftem, it might lead 
to its total demolition. 

Whatever can be done on the ground of our 
Conftitution, to cultivate its natural advantages, 
and improve its capabilities, I (hall rejoice in, with 
the good part of your Majefty*s fubjedts j but I 
dread to fee all the floodgates opened, and the bar- 
riers removed, till the ocean burft in upon us, and 
deluge this fair land with all its fruits and its pro- 
mifes. The real friends of fober reform will fee 
an end of all their plans and profpe6ls in the waft- 
ing fury of a revolution, and muft cherifh a pecu- 
Bar anxiety for thofe principles on which they pro- 
pofe to build their amendments and alterations ; 
fince to fpoilandto improve, are terms of ftronger 
oppofition than to fpoil and to preferve. 

Let therefore your Majefty's heart be warmed 

towards youf patriotic fubje<SI:s, who forbear at this 

time to fet forth the imperfeftions of government, 

• * as 
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as riewing it in the lightof a friend under perfecu-' 
tion» as confidering the tjmes as unpropidous to 
moderate and wbQl9fptne'^opre<3iion;; as iconcetving 
the prefeiif m0a>ent tx> caQritther forlrcftraints ott 
liceatioufnefe, than CQ^c^trQul.WJi (jower; as weigh* 
ing the inconvenience of delay againft the dangers 
of precipitation and the vipjenqe of eftthufiafm. 
We muft in the mean time keep firm together ; 
Ve muft. be referved and moderate in -Our anions 
and our fpeeches. 

...■',... i- 
On your part, be juft to yo\*r pe&ple; refpe6l die 
privileges of your fubjefls, to whom your honour 
is pledged, and y^ji^ affeftioft belofagSv} rcfpeS 
therights of juriesya^i^l ^he reft'offlie rights of the 
people y Let no (nw\he'.taflily profecuted for fpeak* 
ing his mi^d, or for Venting his tnalice : rather 
let ,us fufFer the enemies of our wife Gonftitution 
to lofc th^i? ;ftrength 9i\i their credit; i^ the ex- 
ceflcs of ti^eir,h2^t^ and the madafafsiof iheir dif-. 
appointqient.. . The : Archttheopifb' hiinfelf :x>£ the 
Rights of M^ij,\of thofe rights which--i!ransfertjie 
rejns from his pafEon to his reafon, of thofe rights 
which diffolve ti^s, -which confound diftindlions, 
which deftrpy fecurity, let him fhiiie. wi^h.hi^ 
new. lights^ upon, huppai) gOYproaiepls, till fef •<:# 
4 up 
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up the praftical and folid parts into vapOur^ and 
lofe himfelf in the fog which is gathering around 
him. 
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Excmplum dljcipl.va. T« rentius. 

See the effedts of difcipUne and example. 

JLT is now fo iDiig fince'my readers have had 
their attention called towards our Club, that I arfi 
afraid my good friends will think I neglecft them; 
This, however, it is out of my power to do, 
while I have fuch daily inftances before me, of the 
admirable effects of our mode ol^ difcipline. It is 
indeed a Tenfiblc pleafure to reflcil, that I am at 
the head of an inftitution whofe benefits are folid, 
though circumfcribed j and whofe IjI'ws have intto- 
duced among a little communrty, a chearfulnefs 
that arifes'out of temperance, and a good humour 
that is liurfed by tranquillity. Iperfuade n?iyfelf 
too, that there is fome merit in making a mere 
Echo produftive of fubftintial good, and in diT- 
covering the practical ule§ of an 'article in lifej 
T6l. I. Ct which 
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^hich has hitherto been looked upon as a mockery 
»of fenfe, and the moft barren of all modes of exift- 
cftcc. This equalteation of voice eftablifhed 
by our Echo, proves a fufScient remedy for moft 
of the abufes of argument^ and gives full play to 
fenfe, by rendering found a correftive of itfeft 
Whatever be the turn of the converfation, no man 
obtrudes his opinion* without a eooipetent fliare 
of informations and a real knowledge of the fub- 
jqSL can alone belpeak attention among us. iNonc, 
without thi$ cls^m, can obtain even a hearings 
jinlefs his part in the dlialogue confift chiefly <^ 
interrogations. For it is a plain cafe, that wherq 
other circumftances are equal, knowledge will 
always prevail oyer ignorance ; and nonfenfe has 
but an indifferent chance, without thecoyuitenancc 
4)f friends^ or the violence of vociferatioo. 

But the, great praife and ultimate advantage of 
4)ur inftitutions is the particular power of com- 
preiCon they polTefs, by which <loubIe the quail* 
tity of knowledge is produced in a giv^n time, on 
a given fuhjeft, conrparativejy with . any othcir 
ibciety, fuppofing the mean quantity of informa- 
tion in the members tg -be the fame. This^and 
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more, will be granted me by erery man ofx:anaonoii 
fiuife and candour, who makes Ae proper allowance 
fpr the accnmulatiofl of idle matter, that fills out 
the- dialogue at ordinary uiaetingSi and the little 
XQOox that is left for the ten^^erate Aow^of c^tional 
obier^rationi amidit the pr^efe of visiltibility^ a|id the 
pertinacity of oppofitioxk 

The'praife of long harangues and lofty decla- 
Qiation is confidered here as profane j and we 4o 
all we can to have the condimenta fermonum^ without 
the latiris cotiteniio \ ** the delicacies of lpeech> 
without the vehemence of delivery^'* This objefti 
xnir fcale of fenfe, no left than our fcale of foufidsf ' 
is defigned to promote ; for every man is toolbnd 
of his own opinions and hyp^efes, to perfevere 
long in the fupport of them, without launching 
into fuperlatives, which he no fooner does than 
he pays the forfeit of his ahibition, and periflies 
often on the very eve of viftory. Like ibme of 
the eaftern generals of old, he brings his el^hants 
into the field of battle, which, in the heat of the 
confti£i, turn back upon his awn troops, • and oc- 
cafion the ruin of his caufe, 

I fhould be forr y, however, if the better part tjf 

my readers fhould imagine, that under thefe cir- 

Q 2 cumftances 
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cumftanccs of rcftraint, the utterance of noble 
feelings muft be (hackled, and virtue fail of her 
due homage and reward. In tiie relation of a vir- 
tuous aSion, the fimpler the tale,' the more for- 
cible its efFefts ; and in the defence or eulogy of 
virtue itfelf, a vehement phrafeology carries not 
fo high a commendation as a fobcr and praftical 
difplay of its advantages and excellencies. -Our 
panegyrics, in general, are robbed of half their 
luflre, and all their difcrimi nation, by being car- 
ried at once as far as they can go: thus, when 
a piSure is varnifhed too highly, we lofe all the 
diftiniiions of light and ihadow; and all thofe bold 
touches, that give ftrength and relief, are loft in 
the dufky glare of glowing confufxon. 

There are doubtlefs a multitude of circumftances 
that pafs without obfervation or comment at the 
tinle, which have neverthelefs a mighty influence 
on converfation, and are fingly fufficient to fpread 
a chearful or gloomy complexion oyer a whole 
evening. We have all of us our jealous points ^ 
we have all our fecret vanities, our topics of felf- 
adulation, in which we readily grant to no man 
undifputed precedence : whence, it is probable, 
■ ' ■ that 
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that out of a large company, fome are always dif- 
pkafed when fuperlatives are laviflied on others^ 
and when they feci themfelves called upon to ac- 
quiefce in a judgment that pronounces their owa 
exclufionr Such is the inborn pride of the human 
heart, that moft of us would rather that no efti- 
mate at all were made of our merit, unlefs that 
eftimatc would raife us to the higheft rank, and 
that it were doubted whether we poffefled abilities 
or not, than that thofe abilities, by being afcer- 
tained, fhould be fixed and confined to fecond-rate . 
excellence. 

I believe I fhall not extend my obfervation too 
-far, by maintaining, that even in cafes whereitt 
we are no ways impofed upon by the whifpers of 
felf-love, or at leaft wherein we nourifh no con- 
ceit of fuperior excellence^ it is yet unwelcome to 
the greater part of us to hear fuperlatives fcattered 
fprodigally around us, while we ourfelves are left 
fo decidedly out of the queftion, and while the 
fuperiority, which perhaps we do not arrogate, is 
carried, at the moment that we are looking towards 
it, to a cautious diftance above the reach of our pre- 
.tenfions. Thus, in our little fociety, where every 
V J member 
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member has bid adieu to the morning of youHi anti 
meridian of manhood^ I think I have ibmetmie& 
-•bferved the countenances of ibme of my oW 
friends overcaft for a moment, when a new membct 
has talked of the ftouteft and handfemeft man df 
all bis acquaintance;, and a remark having falkii 
inadvertently from one- of the company at our laft 
^nceting, that Tom Topping the blaokCnith was 
by mudi the ftrongeft man in the parifli, Mr. ^uiit 
gave my Imnd ib cordial ^ fquecze at parting, thtft 
the blackfmitb's fuparioriiyWf^ left iFcryunded4(^ 
in my mind. 

I don*t know how it is, birtMr. Allwtnrth feems 
to feel no inconvenientre 'fr^omi dris^ drolition ttf 
fuperiatives ^ our Club. He has a way of doing 
virtue fuch juftice^ and exprdEng *his feelings 
!fo forcibly wi:thocittheiii» that v;e Sometimes call 
liardly perfuade ourfelveS that he 4ias tfcapeft 
the penalty of our ftatute ; and 1 have obfervett 
Mr, Barnaby, who has a few litfleneffes of chalraiter 
and a fportive kind, of malice belonging to htm, 
note my good friend's words with a great de^ 
of attention, in hopes to xratdi "him tripping, and 
to have the glory of pnttrng his iwoje in the Bte<?k 

Book, 
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Book.^ Of this triumph, however,. he has always 
hitherto been difappointed^: for when this worthy 
gentleman's 'fenfibilities* are v^ought up to fuch 
a pitch as almoft to bear down his philofophy, as 
will fometimes be the cafe Ivhen he favours us 
with fome tender flory, and when the quivering, 
of his cheekdifcortfs tilfe agitation whicTi prevails 
within him, he yet continues to avoid an abfolute 
iiiperlative, while he gives full latitude to his ^wa^ 
feelings on the fubje£l, and fatisfi^s the min4 oF 
every body prefenL " A greatet foul was never 
-4Mf4ayed oh wy occafoji*'— « One of llie ieft. 
'^hanufters in dib woM**-^^^ As g.re^ nbilU^s As 
^v^r fhoae in Ihttt ^tioA*'-H^ j^ime&th^u&llfitcl' 
%icpf«ffloii, ikfev^ liis ^rpc& ^uite ks well fts a. 
^re£l iiqxrrktlivt : it id k %)«de^^ dothing f^ 
^ tWti bpk^^% 1^ 16 « tacit cowi^Cf to ftlL 

4tteiftii»s mi in <som\^iting ac<)ukfe0it<». 

Ift^Cffikn^y of this 'riiity Ivbtdi haii t*eft bppofed- 
more thafi, dfty otiiev which we hiave efttblilhed, 
compare a man. whofe cndiufiafin ^Iwa^ puflies- 
i*Aat©flce-ritto 'Giperlatives, t» a firiger^ who>- 
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by beginrung a note too high, is obliged in confe- 
quence to ftrain his voice to a pitch that robs it of 
its mufic and modulation. In fpeaking on this 
fubjc£|b the other day, I thought he made a juft 
alluiion to thofe Tines of Horace, 

•* yis conj^ii txpers mole mnt fua, 
*.^.yim temptraum Dii qu9qu4 provtbunt 
** In majus." 

** Force, without judgment, falls by its owb weighty but /brCCj 
'( circumfcribcd by prudence,- is amplified by the Avour of 
« Heavea itfelf;" 

• In nay two Papers on this fubje£t, I have gone 
ta.foine length on theie two fundamental rules of 

. our little conftitution, relating to the judgment of 
,th« Echo, and the abolition of fuperlatives, as the 

. two fupporters on which the whole fabric bears. 
The advantages, indeed, which refait from them, 

^are fo numerous, as to reduce within a very finsJI 
compafs our other canons of converiation, whidi 
we efteem a very great happinefs, as we look 
.upon the multiplication of laws as a multiplication 
of difpute^, and that too much thec^-y in govern- 
ment is fubverfive of pra<Slice and utility. So 
;Tiuch is our conftitution fimpUfied by the breadth 
.and compafs of 9ur laws and regulations, that vrc 

hav 
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h^y^ pnly fix departments for die cognizance and 
prohibition of all poilible offences. Over each.of 
fhek departments we have 3. judge^ whofe deter- 
piination is final in all ca&s which come under his 
proyince ; o;ie of ^efe judges is perpetual, the reft 
are elefted every year. We have alfo a regilbar, 
who notes down ofFences and forfeits in what are 
calfed black books, one of which is appropriated to 
each member; and if any member's book be 
filled in the courfe of the firft fix weeks after his 
eleftioh'ihto bur fociety, he is judged to be incor- 
tlgible, and liis feat is declared vacant. The 
executive power is lodged with the Prefidenf^ 
whofe bufiaefs it is to proteft and enforce the laws^ 
. tp ele<9; to certain offices, and to declare to the 
whole Society the decrees of each department. Our 
•fix departments: ^e~ . 

, . ift. Ni^lje. Echo the perpetml Judge^ 
The decifions of this court are chara£lerized by 
aa accuracy, juftice, and difpatch, truly worthy 
of imitation ; a circumftance of peculiar felicity to 
our conftitution, as the cognizance of this depart- 
ment extends over the largeft defcription df of- 
fences. The authority of theEcho is efFeftual in pre* 
renting loud laughter, hallooing,-whiftling,crack> 
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img ofmbifB^ fcrapingoit the fl^or, tattxioiiig) Mffi» 
lenf?, canfaiion) mcfMoes, UiiperttiieiiC8,^i>€l>eiide4 
coil^ddyates on jpoUtics, 4^aces on MKgiopy hafte^ 

peace tad «opder> Mdiidi caonot wdl'cgeift witkout 

ad. For SuperlailviS. Mr, Manacle^ y^f^i^^ 
Thfe cognizance of this court carries a par- 
ticular force againft long harangues^ boafting 
fpeecbesy decIarpation> paflion, contempt^ revenge^ 
invcdlive, morofeneis, exaggeiratiorv enthufiafin^ 
and fuch like invaders of mirth and harmony. 

3A For fmm^raHties. AfK jBhuoriby Jnige^ 
This IS a very folemn court; and the gertttematt 
who prcfides at prefent, is repeatedly chofcn to thfc 
fame office, which he executes whh .a rigour of 
which nobody complains. Profane or indecent 
allufions^oa^s^irrevevent doubts, ftfiHioiKl, abufe« 
fc^ndal^ invidious comparifons, peribnal reflexions, 
ridicule, &c. have no mercy fhewn to thi!m by this 
upright lawgiver. " 

4th, /Vr Induendei^ Mr. Shapehh J^^*- 
Mt. Shapely, I ilioald premife, is the youngeft 
ffiembef of our £ociety^ and to pafled a youiiiof 
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torn aeqaumted widi Mr. Allworth a Yew years 
Hjgd, vfhak ieSbm of vittue betog grafted mi bis 
natural politenefs iaftd knowledge of *e worlds 
have rendered him a very complete gentleman. 
Kc *ks drfchacrged the 'duties of his office (o aWy 
and punftuaUy, that occafions are rare which call 
for his interference. No man can wound) or fhock, ^ 
or difconcert the feelings of another, without fub-- 
|e<aing himfelf to the cenfures of tfiis court, which : 
are cxa£l and fevere. All impolite fpeechcsy 
folecifms in good manners, interruptions, contra* 
diiStidrts, abruptnefles, negligencies, mimicry, iar- 
cafm, vulgar wit, buffoonery, contemptuous fmiles, 
&c. fall under the correftion of Mr,, Shapely '& 
dejjortment^ . 

5th. For TVagers^ Mr. Browncdey judge. 

TUb gendftiaa&^s ofSoe fimply reqah-es him t^ ^ 
pjLintfli andx:ontroul the itch for betting and ga<* 
ini{)g* . His duty, demands firmnefs and vigour, . 
is }|6 is firecpienrtly oppofed to two offenders at 
Mce. Mr* BroWncole is a .^ady and judi-^ 
dous peffen, , iMft beitig a little chderic in his 
♦^w»P^> -g'^^ *^ the^fgraced member* frequent 
l^^plttmities of making reprifalsr at the lail 
Q.6 ^meeting 
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meetinl he paid half-a-crown for offering to lay a 
crown that Mr. Barnaby would propofe a wager 
before we broke up. In thefe cafes the Prefident 
always interferes to puni<h the Judge. 

6th. For Toafting. Mr. Solonwnymy Curate^ J^^g^* 

We prohibit this praftice, as leading frequently 
to difcourfes about the merits of particular perfons, 
and as affording an opportunity to one man' of dis- 
concerting another by an eulogy on his particular 
• enemy. 

In any cafe of diiEcuIty, a Judge has the privi- 
lege of mviting to his aid a certain number of the 
members, who are of more than a year'^^s' ffanding 
among us. The punifliments are afEgned to all By 
the fix Judges, who compofe on this occafion a fort 
of council, though it muft be owned that Mr. 
AUworth has a very leading Oiare ijttb^fe judiciary 
determinations. 

• W^ hdive admitted one newmeniber fince I 
^oke of my little commonwealth in my Third 
Pap<?r. . This .gentleman was remarkable foe his 
abfe^ce :of 4xund) andjbas proved one pf the^m^ 
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imprafticable fubjedls on whom the efficacy of our 
fyftem has been tried. Mr. Farthingale was in- 
troduced to us as a man of indefatigable refearch, 
and great profuridity of thought : but what avail 
our thoughts and our refearches, if they Furnifh no 
matter of contemplation to others ; if they bring 
no acceffion to the treafures of human Icnowledge, 
and lend neither countenance to virtue, nor con- 
firmation to truth ? To him who, not content 
with locking up within the cavern of his mind 
all the knowledge hp may pofiefs, buries alfo hig 
manners along 'with it^ doubtlefs the world ha$ 
fewer obligations, than to the coarfe meclunic^ 
who has his rough induftry to plead, or to the 
5vell-bred loiterer, who ftrews aX leaft a few flow:ers 
in our path, and helps us to pais cheerily onward 
^i;ougJi the vale of years, 

' Mr. Farthbgale has been fix weeks a conftant 
attendant at our meeliiigs^andhasnot yetfarprife4 
us with any thoughts that feem worth the iaorifice 
of all prefent obje<Sb and obligations, or which 
others might not arrive at^ without the fatigucyaod 
parade of fo loQg a journey. Though nothing cau 
be more evident than the truth of this ft^tement^ 
4 ' yet 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



3S^ rri roDiCEit^^. 1^54.^ 

yet lb gr^at ii the volgar pcepoffeSxm in favour of 
4his gentleman^s genius and penetration, fo con^ 
▼incing am the prooft of -exqeUetice, drawn frcm 
Ae diicoveries df deficiencf,. thait nothkig ts 
wanting to compkui theperfefUonef liis |)hUo^-~ 
fopMcil chatcR^r, bnt liis waUbing tdF a prectptoe. 
nrto ttre fea, w eatiag «p^ Hb little finger inftead^ 
ttf a mdi(h. 

Thfe gon%lM)oii*i A-€Ms and 1rgat« is altogstlier^ 
«ifl€Mkimon. He is Ibnet^ut ^bout fix ib6t foiir- 
iMh^ Ingh) with a conridiefable pr(>tiiibeffa»ic» ~ 
befo/te^ overfian^ng a pa^'^of legs feflendeTind^ 
f)^ad6qiiate^ ^t it fce»» as if his body w«l^ ^^- 
ported by feme iivraa^e geofticlrjcal pf*Hei|d«4;. 
tietweena^is }o^er dolhe^d and his waiAeoat)<^ei%/ 
is, for the moft part, a quantity t^f Imeh di^fetyec^ , 
forming a kind of interregnum j. and as his-heck-- 
ttotb is coaliiunliy ihMing where it Aoirkl in i^ie 
4»rder sqppear, wie (nktR fiifpe£t fome ctdfe ptfrpofte 
in the bafindk^ and that tt ha$, fottiekow or '«di«ri . 
been tied about the iniddle, iniftoad of 'the ninrk. 
tt IS reported) iSnfSt when a bo; Im net^r tmild 
acqtwe the talent of dreffia^ himfeif ^ aiid it tried 
p^ be a iconnttOA jdt Timxfg U$ AdiMlfelicftwS) to ^ 

fend' 
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ifeikllum liicd filldoi wit!h h$s Aut o¥&r his cbtl^. 
Sflmn at this daylie lofes aquartaerof ^n houTcvery^ 
imotamg hetct^ he ^san determine whether his -cos^ 
4i.to1iebim(Hied )>efofie ^ b^iiid) and is fm^ t^ 
tiy 4t<m4hfee ^imes before lie has mdAt uphk 
Wkini^ Ai be^s conttmndl/ ifHitSiottt a handlfer*- 
ikaef, he thinks htmfelf privileged to p6ck^ our 
Ooyleys; and if the robbery be charged upon Wrf^ 
pleads his alihiy while he -confefeiB th? critne. 
It is in Vain to drink his health, or enqdre after 
his fhrnily : he anfwers> * Pretty vreH, I thai* yoa,'^ 
to ^ A-ftjcnvHity^ and, « I arfr niiidi obliged- 
*• to you," to the fecond. He will begin a ftory 
to the talleft man in our Sociery, and finifh it to 
tbeflKMtefts and at our laftmeetitig aikM Mr. 
Bau-naby^ the -chHrehwarden, fcvertiUcrious queA- 
tioas about bis Jyeriodicftl undertaking. 

While he was coutting lJie daug|hter of one of 
my neighbour* a few weeks ago, there was not a 
man in the Club who did not receive a love-letter 
from him ; while notes int»nded for them, were 
carried to his miftrefs, with enquiries after her 
gout, or dropfy, her wife or children. The other 
day he threw our whcie Society into the greateft 

diftrefe 
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diftrefs imaginable, byhfihgiAg dieintelligjiehfce df 
•Mr. . AllwQrth's death. In about hiUf an hotar 
afterwards Mr. AUworth entered the room, looking 
remarkably well i and upon pfijkrting to the newsr 
paper, 5?e found it -w^^ ^-Mr. Aldey?, in the Eaft* 
Indies. About a year ;ago he ^a$ op, ; thjc. poj|it of 
being married to an elderly maiden lady, of largf 
* property, when^ happening to take her out ibc aj^ 
airing on a pUlion behind hino, he fpoke (b difr 
refpeftfuUy of her fliorf allowance of teeth t^ 
a friend, who wa$ riding by his Tide, that he wfi^ 
obliged to trot home .with her under a pretty heavy 
load of abufe. 

Such is the hiftory of Mr, F,ai:thlngale, our 
pew member, of whom I (hall make jfome further 
reports to my Readers, if I fhall be,f$> (h^pjfc^ 
to difcover in him any inftances of progreifive 
amendment, under .the leiTons and corre£^pns 
of our little Society. ,.•.-■, , 
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N^ 25. SATURDAY, JUNE 2. 

T aXisdi; tv^na-ut a^iBfAuv A^fiX. 

By calculation you will find the ti utb. 

jr\ N opulent merchant of Bagdad, being affli£):ed 
with a latent diforder which had baffled all the 
medical abilities of his native town; refolved to 
fet out for a place, at the diftance of a ' day's 
journey, which had long been famous for the 
number and the (kill of its phyficians. As be 
had wrought up his mind to the higheft pitch of 
confidence in* the art and experience of th6fe pro- 
feffors, he entered the town in great gaiety of 
heart, notwithftanding the number of frefli graves 
vi^ich he obferved in the burying-places, and the 
many pallid countenances he met in the ftreets : 
for, faid he to himfelf, ^ it needs no calculation to 
^ convince me that thefe are but a fmall part of 
<* the whole population of the city, and poflibiy 
«« thefe are all in a ftate of convalefcence from 
** a much lower condition." 

As he proceeded, he enquired for the moft 

eminent pra^itioner, and was direfted to a very 

• • long 
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long irregular ftreet, which, he was toM, was 
inhabited entirely by pbyficians. On entering the* 
4itet» he was ftruck with its glbomy appearance 
as it was (haded with yew-trees from top to bot- 
tom, and fo mfefted with owls and bats, that it 
was with dificulty he could make his way» His 
darms were prodigioufly increa&d, when, upon 
advancing towatds the door of the largeft houfe 
-io annowice himfelf, he found himfelf in a throng 
of ghofls, who infttintly made a^pafiage for 'him^. 
by feparating into two^rati^s. Hepurfoedlns tvsy^ 
as if he WttS running tht gaundet, till hexrame tt>^ 
ik€ dooT) where, having ;given « ivod^ te^^ i» 
•bufinefs was enquired by a ^bmfel who iSemod fiir 
igone in a ddoTme^ ^ Mj «deflr«" fM. fae^ ^' bcfoils 
^ I declare tny^i^rand». htnre the idktflneft Co idl 
.^ «ie^tneaniiigaf^ tUs'tiitfobftairtkdigGatrjf^ 
** who ^rdfe rounC fwit 4K)c^ lUee koggafs ite tbi^ 
•^«««6er Ja feaft ?"— ^« Strange %" Ihe «ffilic«, 
*< it is hodiingtnotc ^diaa^a browd of impvtfelit 
^VghdftS) who are >?on((idually Upbraid»lg my 
'^ mafter with the fkiUite >cf his ,|tfefcripttofls»** 
Now as there were pretty neac five hundred of thifc 
i^der, <our youiig merchant, without troubling 
Jiimlelf with any calculations, or ftaying to coor^ 
iider that this xjumber was fmall or great,, in pro- 
portion 
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"portion to the extent of the phyfician^s pra<ftice, 
^r tfelt htsfupcrior-Bcill might have drawn to him 
UU the moft defperatc cafes, yieWed to hk firft 
htipreffions, and inarched away in great good 
Tiumour wKh'his t^wnpenctfation. 

Before the next houfe there were not more than 
«feree "hundred •ght>ftrs, Which, however, was a for*, 
'middle number in ourtrt3iveller*s eftimation, and 
"fixed his dpinioft refpe£lmg the merit of tjjetJoftor- 

A circumftancethat'puiTJcd htm nota littte was, 
*Aat the tnagnitudc and refpeftabilfty of the houfes 
^ircreaTed in the Tame ratio with the number of' tf» 

ghoftswhich'were ranged before them; fori tfeemed 
Yeafonable -to ^tindi^de, that fte ^b-eft 'phyficlartj 
^would bebeft Ibtged, on account 6f their 'f«ipfer!or 
• 'gairis. "fiut Siis was erftmng tcro ffiuth intt> 
*<:aicdlati4n; fo on Ire -went, tiH he came to the 
*end df thfe Hreet, * vthei^ ^s a fmall Ixjutb bf one 
^ry, and with oiiiy tnit giioft 'before ft, « Here,** 
-feid he, " WlAout doubt lives the man whom the 
^ Prophet has deftined to be my reftorer : with 
^ only one ghoft in all Tils praftice, it is odds in- 
'^^ deed againftmy being tlie fecond."" fio faying, 

ae klioClced boJdly at the 3oor, and was int]rod"uced 

to^ 
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to the do^Slor by a very plump and rofy maid* 
fervant. Having made his cafe known, he was 
proinifed a fpeedy deliverance ; and accordingly 
was put to bed, and operated upon fo many ways^ 
that in a fliort time he was reduced to a moft de- 
plorable condition* 

He <Kd fuch honour to the doftor's medicines*, 
that at the end of the fourth day he found it ad* 
vifable to make his wilL The notary could not 
help expreffing his furprife that a perfon of fuch. 
large property (hould. put himfelf into fuch hands j, 
and afkedhim, if any fevere calamities had reduced 
him to this a£k of defperation ? This brought on 
a conv.erfatio|i, in which it tranfpircd^ that our 
young traveller, was only the fecond patient tb^t 
bad fallen under the do£lor's care fince he had 
entered into the profeffion about three years ago*. 
The notary, who happened tQ,be an honeft raaq,, 
was touched with, compaffion at the melancholy 
fituationof the dying merchant, paying finiihed 
the bufinefs of the will, he propofed to him a trial of 
fome more eminent phyfician; and having fatisfie4. 
the one-ghoft doctor with the pretence of changing^ 
the ^ir, removed the patient with, great care^ in ^ 

litter^ 
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litter, to the houfe where he had firft applied, and 
had been frightened away by the five hundred 
ghofts. On entering the houfe, the merchant was 
aftomflied to fee the poor confumptive maiden, 
who had opened the door to him a little time ago, 
converted into a very florid and healthy perfon. 
This raifed in him great hopes, which were amply 
juftified by the event; for in the courfe of two 
weeks he returned to Bagdad completely reftored, 
whither he carried with hini the notary's daughter, 
whom he married froln motives of love towards 
herfelf, and gratftude to her father. He made alfo 
a refolution never to decide at firft view, but 
always to beftow fome pains on calculation before 
he fixed his adoption* ' ' ' ' 

The ftory of the yoMrtg meroiant of Bagdad is 
the ftory of the greater part of my countrymen, 
both young and old. Few of us fet a fufficient 
vsJue upon our fecond thoughts, to wait for their 
4eciiion; we .prefer in general the eafieft methods 
to the fafeft, and choofe rather to err with difpatch 
than to fucceed with deliberation. On this im- 
patience of judgment, this inclination finairy to 
determine on a general view of a fubjed, rather 
% than 
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than trouble ourfelvjes. with an. examination of. the- 
particulars^ is the common fuccds of many ludi- 
crous bettS founded. To gather iifiCo a be^ a. 
hundred ftones placed at the diftaiiqe;of a fingle 
yard from each other, iecma to ro^ny a,youngroan,. 
a ta/k which ho could wid) eafe accoi^pliih in. an. 
hour i but before him who calculates how many 
hundred yards of ground h« mufttgo over, ere.th^ 
work can be completed, diis: s^pear»nc9 of ea^ 
retires. It is thus^that comp^t^Uqa fupplies the 
place, of experience, and formf a fafe-gu^rd ta 
thofe wboie want of more extenfive infotrmadoR 
lays them paiticularly open to deception. 

A little acquaintance with.hiftory is: enough to 
fatisfy us, that numerous errors are difcovered, 
and great mifrepr^ntationsxlete£ted,by the fimple 
procefs of calculating and comparing dates and 
diftances: and I am perfuaded, that th<^e among 
the younger part of my readers,, "who will con-' 
deicend tot take tlie counfel I give^ will heroafter 
thank me for advifing them cq brii^ aU relations 
of important circiimftancesbtQ the teft- of numbers. 
Were this praftice more frequently oh(ervod» 
many compilers, who owe nor finall. portion of 
5 thcf 
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their credit to the idlenefs' of th^ir readers-, would: 
Jofe that fame which too confident a reliance on. 
their fidelity or their knowledge has accumulated, 
ardund them. Many feccivcd opinions, many 
plaufiWe fyftcms, wohld fink under this trial ; nor 
is there any thing that would more ftrongly con-, 
tribute to defend the caufe of truth againft the 
1>oId aiTumptions and vain afiertions of the enemies- 
-of revelation. How much calculation avails in 
matters of legal teftimony, thofe converfant with 
tho praftice of our courts of juftice will bear mc 

witn^fs. But for this, criminals,, by fuborning 

j>erfons of trading confciences, might, every feifion,. 

eftabli{b^//&"*s, that would make the capital appear, 
dear of thieves, and leave crimes without their 

perpetrators. 

Nor is it of lefs advantage in ci^l caufes, where, 
probably, ftill more impofitions would be dete^ed^ 
if the technical part of arithmetic w6re better at- 
tended to in the education of thofe intended for 
the profeffion of the law. Neither fitiaU we cluirge 
too much on the negledt of this bafis^ of fcience» 
if we afcribe to it a large portion of the miftakea 
of cpconomy, and the mifcarriages of trade. When 
I I hear 
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I hear (from one of my town correfpondents) that 
a young man has ruined his fortune by his extra- 
Tagance,*and, to fatisfy his creditors, is obliged to 
fell or mortgage his eftate, I immediately conclude, 
that he had never taken the trouble to calculate to 
what expence his income was adequate, that he 
might arrange his eftablifliment fo as not to exceed 
it: and when I lately learnt, that it had ^become 
a fafhion among the Great, not to rife till noon, 
and then to dine at fix in the evening for the fake 
of a long morning, it occurred to nie^ that ,this 
abfurdity in praftice muft have arifen from their 
not having adverted to the diiFerence there is 
between the number of hours which intervene 
between thofe of fix in the morning and three ih 
the afternoon, and the hours which pafs between 
mid-day and fix in the evening. To be fenfible, 
indeed, of the ill confequences, which fuch afti in- 
verted difpofition of the " twenty-four hours muft 
occafion to the vigour of our mental and corporeal 
faculties, requires a degree of reflexion greater 
than that which common arithmetic fupplies: they 
muft therefore, by every rule of calculation, be 
totally out of the reach of a generation who ima- 
gine, that while they are afting inconfiftently With 
"' ^ , the 
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the cottrfe of nature, they can gain any €0507- 
eventa comparable to Aak which nature has in 
ftore for fttCh as i»ill not ftrive to counteraA what 
they know it is ioapoffibie to tranipoTe. 

In reftraitting too the £dlies of vanity, mmi the 
extravagance of ofteintation, the. habit of com'* 
puting Ac difference between real and i^arent 
numbers would be of oonfiderable ttfe* H^w 
much would it reduce tbe exulution of the owaer 
of a i^endid equips^gC) we^e he to coafider bow 
large a j)roportion of thde who ga»e at his car«» 
i:iage> bis hoxies, or his liveries, as he pafles through 
the ftreets^ are not rs^t in admiration^ but are tacttljr 
occupied in moraliiing on the manlier puq>oies 
to whiqh that wealth might bare been direded^ or ia 
enquirii^ if bis eftate he equal to his appearance^ 
or if the merit of the man be proportionaite to the 
balliancy of the rank he has afiumed. In the 
balance of converfation, a little calculation i^ 
eminently uiisful^ and nothing would tend mbre 
to fink the coocage and reduce the mettle of the' 
lieurward and loquacious. The attention which 
iEUch cbaraAera oocttr, by being eftimatcd on>y 
in the grofs, is placed by themfelves to the account 
Vof.L R of 
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of admiration; when, if a fei^rate computation 
were made of thofe who are ftruck dumb by- the 
prdtimptton, or loft in wonder at die feily ^t 
the ignorance of the orator, but a imall cpiotieat 
would remain to flatter their conceit, or fupport 
their arrogance. 

Diffidence is-fo conftitutional in the other fex, 
diat after all the pains taken to extirpate it fronl 
the breads of oar young females, by the modem 
modes of education, fo much of it ftill reihains, 
that any err€H^ of the kind I am noticing, am 
rather to be afcribed in diem to the deceitful flat- 
teries of our kx, than attributed to any high troo- 
ceit of their own charms; yet even here this exer^ 
cife of computation may be introduced as aa ^eM 
guards and I recommend to my feir readers, when 
diey feel confcious in their fluttering hearts of 
altra^iing the eye of every male in company, to 
fpare one moment frcHn their triumph, to confider 
how difproportionate to the whole number is dn^ 
of thofe whofe admiration is an honour that ought 
to flatter female pride, and be truly acoeptahfe 
to virtuous feniibility; to confider diat a large 
number, ftruck only widi d>eir outward form^ are 
tatal ftrangers to the more fubtile and furtive graces 

of 
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of manner and expreffion, andftrangers to the juft. 
value of that fenfibility of heart, that delicacy c^ 
fentiment, and that fidelity of afFedion, the greateil 
attributes of woman's nature ; that the admiration of 
others is but the momentary efFe£t of furprife,whicH 
foon gives place to uocandid cciticifms on that 
beauty which they before deemed fuperior to cenr 
fure, while the honours of fimplicity will be given 
to defign)and the gifts of nature to meretricious 
decorations* Should they thinks however^ that they 
may reafonably count upon the admiration of their 
own fex as a tribute at leaft iincere^ let them r^* 
fie£t upon the various fentiments which excite praiie 
in the bofoms of the fair $ let them refleA that it 1^ 
the lot of fome females to owe their praife to their 
inability to alarm jealoufy j let them, in ffaort^ al- 
low fairly for the many invidious motives which 
govern bo^ praife and cenfure : and they will fee 
reafon to dedufl largely firom the number of appa^ 
rent, when they would note the fum of real, ad« 
mirers, and be convinced, that the difinterefted 
love which dwells in mine, is not to be found in 
the breaft. of EVERY Looker-on.. 

As every one knows that commerce could not 

be carried on without it,, it might ieem only aa 

R z .affeaed 
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affeded extcnfion of ray fubjeft to fpeak of cal- 
culation as ufeful 16 the mercantile and tradimj 
world^ did. not the numbers of thofe who iVop 
payment in all parts of the ifland prove that there 
are, even in this defcription of my countrymen^ 
many who at leaft err in their accounts ; I cannot 
ilicrefore forbear recommending a more careful 
iMefiriaA to the harmony of numbers. It mfght 
help to dear obfcarJties that frequently occur in 
the books of fach traders^ whofe bufmfefs is chieffy 
centered in Guildhall, Were two Ot three iie# 
Krtictet admitted into ledgers, fuch as entertain^ 
«kefita, excurfions to ^rateHng place*, and fiib^ 
fbriptiohs to puUit amoftmehts. 

it it hdweirer a &tis&£tton to me to thkik, that 
our Country Is by no means deftitute of thofe who 
•It; ienfiUe of the advantages of computation, t 
am well lnf<jffmed, that thejfe are fome even of but^ 
nobilityy who have by prafttce acquired a very 
commanding fltill in the calculation of rhances ^ 
-and that their fucce& induces others, whofe rank 
aids ftill greater dignity to the pgrfuit, to apply t6 
the fame ftudy with a perfeverance which neither 
ilaturai infirmity, rdterated difficulties, nor rcpeatd 
lofles, can vanquifli. I am happy to fintl too, that 
' •/ * there 
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tliere are fome ct my own profcffion whofe pro- 
ficiency in calculation will help to refute th^ 
general charge of indolencC) which is frequently 
and inconfiderately caft on the body of the clergy; 
fmce» though ^ey may fometimes be miftaken in 
the eftilnate of a lif.^, when, -from their earneft 
iejire to be erapioyed in the duties of their calling, 
they purchafe a next prefentation, diere are inaily 
infianccsi among both iocumbents and cUrateii, of 
txtiaordinary accuracy in computing the txAfk 
luimber of minutes witfain lAkh diey can con* 
trive to read the churdt ibrvicc^ mt ride from on» 
parifh to another. 

Among the members of that aiiguft afiembly 
by which laws are made for others to obferve, we 
naturally exped to find die pradtce of every thing 
that is commendable ; and I was not at all furprifctf 
at hearing, that the art^ in recommendation of 
which I am now writing, is there fo well cultii 
vated, that fome members can accurately declare 
what number will vote on one fide of a queftion^ 
and how many on the other, even before the rea* 
fons fdr determining it ei Aer way have been heard. 
But though in an affembla^ of men feleded from 
the nation at large, on account of. their eminent 

qualities, 
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qualities, partly by the royal adoption, partly by 
popular efteem, I could not be aftonifhed to find 
that any thing praife worthy /was purfued ; yet was 
it peculiarly gratifying to me, to be infiMrmed that 
die icience of numbers was thus ftudied among 
them ; as I muft confefs, that what I had read in 
the public papers of debates on the revenue of 
the country, in which the qjrators of dilFerent partiei 
undertook to demonftrate by arithmetic, politions 
dire£bly contrary to each other, had nearly fixed me 
in a very low opimcHi of the calculating pdwers of 
the politicians of piy cotiniry. 

• . ■ • » 

I own I have obferved How little, in moft of 
Iheir xneafures, they have confidered hf what mfeans 
the happinefs of the nation, which coofifts but ii 
thatof the component parts of it, could be gra* 
dually furthered f and I recoiled but very few mea» 
fores for the internal benefit of the country, taken 
up on a broad hafis, and framed toextend its bappy 
eiFe£l;s to future generations $ althou^^a fittle 
difintercfted calculation might fuggeft-^veral ini»* 
provements in our national oeeonQmy^::which ffona 
their importance would fccure lafting honour; to 
the promoters of them, and . make oar politicians 
BO longer appear like accountants ydiofe minds 
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have been fWitXdSted by long confinement to the 

arithmetic. of fra&ions* 

*• 

-As thefe moral calculations will often come 
happily in aid of experience to fiipply the deficiency 
of years, fo will they contribute to reconcile and 
^^proximate the diiFerences ^nA contenttens of 
youch and age. By a Juft eftimate of the little 
lapfe of time tl»t has intenrened fince th«fe paf*. 
fions and propenfities were his own, the old man!s 
ieverity is ibftened intocon^paffion, and his rebuke 
into counfel, in contemplating the errors of youth $ 
while the .florid cavalier in the full tide of blood 
and fpirits, by properly eftimating the fhort inter- . 
val interpofed between this vigorous crifisand the 
feafon of decrepitude, or, to Jceep to tiie idea of 
calculation, by regarding through the fiunearith* 
metical feries the d^creafing quantity of his man- 
hood, will feel a^greater tendernefs for thole weak-p 
nefles which arefo foon to be his- own allotment, 
and confequently a kinder intereft in adminiflering 
confolations of which be willihortly be reduced to 
partake. Thusalfo.thisfpiritof cakidaliottfiiggefls 
a fort of balance of infirmities between the cha-^ 
racers of youth and age; arrogance accounts with 
juiger i and peeviflm66, with prMe ; ambition and 

apathy 
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apaiby, c\<:Ctnt(s' ioid prodigality, fmjudiee and 
contempt, enthuilafm and chicane, have their reck- 
onings together; and on the whole they find it 
tafy to cotnpraiiitfe, as the debts on one fide are 
iieariy cancelled by the debts on tlie otJier. 

As we extend this ride >of pvoportion over tins 
whok (clietTie of human )ife, we learn politkally 
to eftimale the wdrMly advantages of virtue and 
religion, and wede(ptie dieph^l prodiidt of vicious 
pkafures, ^)<Aien^i^ proper fubtraftions aremadeon 
die fid^ of ooffftitution anid cooiciencew Stiii de* 
vating our views^ on this icale of calculadoii^ we 
rife at length to a fiart of mfinite feries, and tike 
Into tile accaunt tiie glori^K^ promi&s of eternal 
lile, it is then thalt tour WQrIdly ictterefts hsordly: 
h(Ai Ihef^ao^ ^ifiik» in mm mindSy and we feel 
die full force of th^fe aidhorita^ve admonttiqiic 
which ¥^ have ceceived, to Jwe^lferfyyr4fdemi9sg 
:(hi timhicavfethi dap nre^iiul*f3xtA ace hnpelledi 
to join the Pfidmift in ias fidemn iiippiiGatiiD«x» 
1<: Sa teach us to Aumbcrxmr ^iays, that wei may 
^ 'appfcy o ttP i w«< f 4int» wflfdom^*^ 
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